
 CHAPTER 7.0 
COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

 
 
7.1.1. School Facilities 
 
Public education in Durham is provided through Regional School District #13 which 
includes the Town of Middlefield.  Within the Town of Durham, the District maintains 
Coginchaug Regional High School as well as the Strong, Korn, and Brewster Schools.  
The following table compares the District’s facilities. 
 
 Regional School District #13 
 
School Coginchaug* Strong* Memorial Lyman Korn* Brewster 
Grade 9-12 7-8 5-6 K-4 3-4 PreK-2 
Age 1969,77 1923,48,58,77 1954,59,83,96 1966,96 1963 1955,89 
General 
Classrooms 

34 22 and 2  
portables 

21 14 and 2 
portables 

11 19 

Square 
Footage 

115,000 49,135 48,330 32,140 29,521 36,043 

Enrollment 
2000-01 

507 330 336 291 218 346 

Enrollment 
Est. 05-06 

615 330 340 combined 877 total 

Capacity 550 350 368 310 238 400 
Site 
Acreage 

69 (1) 20 15 (1) 20 

 
*Buildings are currently undergoing expansion, to be completed in 2004-2005. 
(1)  Located on the 69-acre campus with Coginchaug Regional High School. 
 
As a result of expanding student population, aging buildings, the need to address code 
compliance issues, the need to increase the availability of technology for student use, to 
accommodate reconfiguration of the elementary grades, and to increase safety and 
security, several building expansion plans commenced in 2002.  The most aggressive 
renovation improvements focused on Strong Middle School and Coginchaug Regional 
High School. Minor expansion renovations focused on Brewster and Korn Elementary 
Schools. All of these projects are being accommodated on their existing sites. 
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In light of current and future growth of the District, it would be prudent to begin 
identifying adjacent and abutting properties to the school sites that are not 
significantly encumbered with environmentally sensitive areas and have identified 
septic capacity. To this end, in late 2002, residents approved acquisition of a 10-acre 
parcel (Stannard) immediately adjacent to the high school complex.  In some 
situations, long-term future expansions may involve new school buildings or the 
relocation of ancillary facilities of such as parking, recreation areas, septic systems, etc. 
to accommodate the expansion of an existing structure.  All of the sites, with the 
exception of Brewster Elementary School, have abutting vacant land that may be 
appropriate for acquisition. 
 
7.1.2. Library Facilities 
 
The Durham Public Library is located at the intersection of Main Street and Maple 
Avenue in the Historic District in a 14,000 square foot structure.  The original 1,800 
square foot building was dedicated in 1902 and is an outstanding example of Early 
Prairie or Chicago School architecture. 
 
Two expansions have been completed since its dedication.  The first in 1985 added 
some 5,628 square foot of space for a total area of 7,428 square feet.  The second 
expansion in 1997 almost doubled the library square footage to a total of 14,000.  Both 
expansions preserved the architectural value of the original structure and have 
blended with the historic fabric of Main Street.  In addition to the enhanced library 
services and programs, the building has adequate parking and has become the meeting 
place for all of Durham’s Boards and Commissions as well as many other 
organizations.  Large public meetings are held at the Coginchaug Regional High 
School.  The following is a brief outline of the current services and programs. 
 
. Open 58 hours per week, Monday-Thursday 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Friday and 

Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., closed Saturday during July and August 
. Books, books-on-tape, large print books 
. Magazines, newspapers, pamphlets, tax forms 
. Framed art prints, local history collection 
. Audiotapes, CDs, video tapes, including foreign film circuit  
. AV equipment  
. Puppets, toys, and games 
. Inter-library loan 
. Computerized catalog, dial-in access 
. Access to 68% of State’s library holdings 
. Internet, full text magazines on line 
. CDROM products, word processing 
. Laptop docks-voice/data hook ups for individually owned internet accounts 
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. Reference services 

. Notary Public 

. Programming for adults and children 

. Three weekly children’s story hours 

. Four meeting rooms for public use: 
. Durham Conference Center    Capacity 80 
. Town Meeting Room     Capacity 50 
. Combination of these two rooms   Capacity 130 
. PALS Gallery and Meeting Room   Capacity 50 
. Betty Ackerman History Room    Capacity 10 

. Exhibit space, display cases, bulletin board 

. Adequate parking and walkway to on-demand walk sign at traffic light 
 
With the 1997 expansion, the library should have adequate space for the foreseeable 
future. 
 
7.1.3. Cemetery Facilities 
 
It has been, historically, the function of the Town to provide cemetery plots to its 
taxpayers and residents who wish them.  Until 1970, the space available had dwindled 
to only a few plots remaining in the Durham Center Cemetery on Main Street. 
 
In 1970, the Town purchased 3.0 acres of land on the west side of Mica Hill Road in the 
southern end of town and an additional 1.84 acres was acquired in 1988 for a total of 
4.84 acres available for cemetery plots.  Considering past utilization trends, this site 
will be adequate for many decades to come. 
 
7.1.4. Refuse Disposal/Recycling 
 
In the fall of 1970, Durham and Middlefield voted to purchase jointly a 22+ acre site 
located on the east side of Cherry Hill Road and to the north of its intersection with 
Route 147 (Middlefield Road).  Approximately seven acres of the property are located in 
Durham and the remainder in Middlefield. 
 
The site was used as a landfill for mixed municipal solid waste and bulky waste until 
1989 when the towns began shipping municipal solid waste to the Midconn Resource 
Recovery Project in Hartford.  A transfer station was constructed to compact the 
municipal solid waste and reduce transportation costs. 
 
All of the materials brought to the site are eventually removed for recycling or disposal. 
Through a series of site improvements, public education, and increased the hours of 
operation, there has been, over the years, an increasingly higher rate of participation 
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in recycling.  Waste diversion programs have been implemented with several of the 
local businesses and industries.  These efforts combined have had a major impact and 
it is estimated that up to 35% of the waste stream is being recycled or diverted from 
disposal at the resource recovery plant. 
 
The current operation can be expanded by increasing the hours of operation and no 
additional land is necessary.  Future composting opportunities can be accommodated 
on-site. 
 
7.1.5. Highway Maintenance Center 
 
In June of 1979, the Town of Durham approved by referendum the purchase of 
property owned by D. Arrigoni for a highway maintenance center.  The property 
consists of 3.48 acres and is located between South End Avenue and Cream Pot Road 
where they intersect Connecticut Route 77. 
 
The 4,000 square foot brick garage on the property houses town trucks, serves as a 
repair and maintenance center for highway equipment, contains an office, and provides 
sanitary facilities for the town crew.  A 5,200 square foot wood storage building is used 
to house some small equipment, signs, safety equipment, and salt for mixing with 
sand.  The condition of the garage is assessed by the Town Engineer/Public Works 
Director as poor and the storage building as very poor.  With the expenditure of 
recently appropriated capital funds, the rating on the garage should increase to fair 
with various code issues to be resolved.  The Town Engineer/Public Works Director has 
recommended a multi-phase multi-year plan to rehabilitate existing facilities and 
construct new space.  A salt/sand storage building is a must.  The proposal would 
ultimately have approximately 30,000 square feet of building area. 
 
Currently the town has the following equipment to house: 
 
. 6 first line dump trucks 
. 1 older spare dump truck 
. 1 front end loader 
. 3 1-ton dump trucks 
. 3 pickup trucks 
. 1 mower 
. 1 backhoe 
. miscellaneous small equipment 
 
Construction-related materials, which are now stored on-site, should be removed to an 
accessible nearby location to free up the site for a building program. 
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The property is of such dimension and topography that it can easily be developed to 
meet identified needs and no additional land is needed for building in the foreseeable 
future. 
 
7.1.6. Town Office Building 
 
Currently the Town’s administrative functions take place in the Town Hall located on 
Durham Green.  This structure was constructed in 1849 as a church, and in the 1880s 
it was taken over by the Town as a Town Hall.  In the late 1950s, the facility was 
refurbished and considerable renovation was undertaken between 1973 and 1975.  In 
1976, a new vault was constructed to meet the needs of the Town Clerk’s office.  The 
building has a floor area of 5,067 square feet and currently houses the following offices, 
support personnel, and functions: (1) First Selectman, (2) Town Clerk, (3) Tax 
Collector, (4) Assessor, (5) Human Resources Agent, (6) bookkeeper, (7) the Town 
Engineer/Public Works Department, (8) Assistant Health Officer, (9) Building Official, 
and related support staff.  Due to the pressures for office space, there are no staff 
meeting rooms available in the building.  A space needs study has been completed.  The 
alternatives for meeting these identified needs include: (1) the expansion of the 
existing town hall to the north end west; (2) construct a new town hall on Main Street 
on other property owned by the Town around the firehouse; and, (3) acquire a new site 
on, or adjacent to, Main Street. 
 
7.1.7. Public Water Supply   
 
Existing 
 
Two private water companies presently serve a limited number of customers in the 
Town of Durham.  The Durham Center System, currently owned by the Eastern 
Connecticut Water Company, was founded in 1899, serves approximately 35 families in 
Durham Center.  The system’s source of supply comes from two wells.  The wells pump 
directly into the distribution system which is connected to (2) 26,000 gallon cisterns 
located at Strawberry Hill.  Well Number 1 is located off of Cherry Lane and well 
Number 2 is located at the intersection of Route 17 and Route 77.  Collectively the 
wells can produce 15 gallons per minute and the average daily usage is 8,000 gallons 
per day.  The system originally consisted of one and two inch galvanized pipe.  
Approximately 2,600 feet of pipe along Main Street has been replaced with four inch 
plastic pipe which represents about 1/3 of the entire system.  The Town has noted to 
acquire this system and a closing is expected in early 2003. 
 
Another private water company located in North Branford serves Camera Road and 
Barbara Lane. 
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These private water systems play a minor role in the overall distribution of public 
water supplies in Durham.  Because of their relatively small size, the age of existing 
mains, financial considerations, and the Safe Drinking Water Act, it is doubtful that 
the areas served will be significantly expanded. 
 
Future Main Street North of Allyn Brook 
 
The following four areas have been identified as being in need of public water to 
alleviate problems related to the provision of potable water.  The problems stem from a 
number of different issues; however, the common link is the provision of a reliable long- 
term potable drinking water supply from the City of Middletown would be the most 
cost-effective way to eliminate any potential health risks.  It will also provide the 
opportunity to provide fire flow to the most developed portion of town and will help 
enhance and stabilize property values. 
 
Bacteriological Pollution of Wells in the Durham Heights Section  The area is just 
south of the Middletown line east of Main Street.  It represents the first intensive 
residential development in Durham and serves forty-eight (48) homes on one-quarter 
(1/4) to one-third (1/3) acre lots.  They have on-site drinking water wells and septic 
systems.  Bacteria had found its way into the wells.  Poor well construction, lack of 
separation from foundation drains and septic systems, and construction of a 
stormwater detention pond within the Royal Oak Park subdivision may have 
contributed to the problem.  This problem first surfaced  in 1985, and some homes have 
been on bottled water since that time. 
 

     Petroleum Pollution of Wells on Main Street  This has occurred on both the east and 
west sides of Main Street in an area with, at one time, three gas stations (and, now, 
two gas stations) located between Route 147, Haddam Quarter Road and Talcott Lane. 
 The problem has been the result of numerous leaks and spills over the years at each of 
the stations.  Most recently the problem has been associated with the MBTE additive 
to motor fuel mandated by clean air standards.  One station is currently treating 
contaminated groundwater.  Currently, there are nine businesses and three dwellings 
on filters and another nine businesses and eight dwellings have tested positive but are 
below the level for treatment. 
 

     Durham Meadows Superfund Site  The Durham Meadows Superfund Site is located 
in the Town of Durham in Middlesex County and includes an area of groundwater 
contamination generally centered on Main Street, Durham, CT.  The site is 
approximately 0.5 miles from the Coginchaug River to the west and borders Allyn 
Brook to the south.  An expansive fresh water wetland is within 1,500 feet of the site. 
 
Investigation of the site currently centers on several possible sources of contamination 
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and includes, but is not limited to, the site of the former Merriam Manufacturing 
Company and Durham Manufacturing Company, both located on Main Street.  The 
Durham Manufacturing Company produces metal cabinets and boxes; the Merriam 
Manufacturing Company previously manufactured similar metal products.  Both the 
Durham Manufacturing Company and, formerly, Merriam previously disposed of 
wastewater in lagoons or sludge drying beds, which were conventional and formerly 
accepted waste management practices that contributed to the contamination.  
Inadequate drum storage at Merriam Manufacturing Company further contributed to 
the contamination.  Merriam Manufacturing burned to the ground during March, 1998. 
 
In 1982, the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection (CT DEP) detected 
volatile organic compounds (VOCs-commonly found in solvents, paints and degreasers) 
in private drinking water wells in the Durham area.  Subsequently, limited soil 
cleanup activities were undertaken at both plant sites; however, the VOCs had already 
penetrated the bedrock aquifer, the source of domestic well water.  Under a CT DEP 
order, Merriam Manufacturing and Durham Manufacturing installed carbon filters on 
impacted residential and non-residential wells.  Currently, all impacted wells are fitted 
with low-carbon filters, which are successfully preventing the VOCs from entering tap 
water.  The two companies are monitoring and maintaining 40 filtered wells on a 
quarterly basis.  Merriam Manufacturing Company services 26 of these wells.  The 
remaining 14 wells are maintained and monitored by Durham Manufacturing 
Company.  Thirty four of the forty filtered well are residential another twenty four 
residential wells on Route 17, Maple Avenue and Maiden Lane have tested positive but 
below the levels requiring treatment.  CT DEP periodically samples drinking water 
wells beyond the contaminated groundwater zone in order to confirm that those wells 
continue to provide clean water.   
 
Effluent Plume from closed Durham and Middlefield Landfill - About three-quarters 
(3/4) of a mile west of Route 147 straddling the Durham and Middlefield town line is 
the DMIAAB Transfer Station, Recycling Center and the closed Landfill.  There is an 
effluent plume emanating from the closed landfill that has polluted eight drinking 
water wells of nearby downstream residences.  Both towns jointly operate a small 
water system to provide potable water to those homes.  As more homes are built in the 
area or if the plume spreads, the demand for water will also grow. 
 
A draft engineering feasibility study has been completed by an engineering firm 
contracted by the Town.  The proposed system has been phased but would eventually 
address all other identified problem areas in Durham and Middlefield. The plan calls 
for extending a sixteen inch water main along Route #17 from Middletown to Allyn 
Brook and ancillary mains to the east and west utilizing a loop concept to the extent 
feasible.  The system has been designed to provide fire flow to protect adjacent 
properties in case of an emergency.   
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7.1.8. Sewer Avoidance 
 
In rural communities such as Durham, a public sewer systems would be an extremely 
expensive means of handling domestic wastewater treatment and would eliminate the 
basis of soil-based zoning. 
 
In order to insure that sewer networks are not necessary, the Town of Durham has 
prepared a Sewer Avoidance Program (SAP) and has followed up on several of its 
recommendations including adoption of local health regulations related to septic 
system construction and creation of a Water Pollution Control Authority.  To assure 
the long-term viability of an on-site septic and water supply system, the Town has, for 
many years, maintained a highly professional staff to conduct soil tests, review designs 
of proposed systems, and inspect the installation of systems. 
 
Durham has entered into a long-term agreement with the Mattabasett District to 
accept septic tank pumpings from the Town and has taken an aggressive educational 
approach toward encouraging residents to have their systems pumped on a regular 
basis, one of the major recommendations of the SAP.  Monitoring of pumping records to 
identify potential problem areas can taken place as well. 
 
Finally, in order to deal with existing problems areas, it may be necessary for the 
Durham Board of Selectmen, acting in its capacity as the Water Pollution Control 
Authority, to establish a policy toward management of small community wastewater 
treatment systems. 
 
7.1.9. Municipal Recreational Land 
 
The White Farm 
 
The Town purchased the 110-acre White Farm in 1965.  The site augments existing 
State-owned wetlands (Durham Meadows) and provides the Town with an extremely 
valuable recreation site. 
 
A portion of the site is used for temporary parking during fair events and the steep 
slope off of Maple Avenue has been used for novice hang gliding, model airplane flying, 
dog obedience events, etc.  A Town tree nursery has also been established on a portion 
of the site to replace trees which are removed along public highways. In addition, there 
is picnicking, skating, hunting, fishing, tobogganing, and sliding.  Crowding at the 
existing playing fields elsewhere may encourage the development of practice fields in 
this location. 
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School Campus 
 
The 67.0-acre site off Main Street contains the Frank Ward School, the Korn School 
and the Coginchaug Regional High School, all owned by Regional School District #13. 
This was augmented in late 2002 with the acquisition of approximately 10 acres 
(Stannard property) immediately adjacent to the high school complex.  The Town of 
Durham owns 11.7 acres which are located between Strong and Korn Schools.  The 
total parcel of 78.7 acres represents a significant resource for present and future 
recreational needs.  It is hoped that the excellent cooperative arrangements which now 
exist between the Regional School Board and the Town’s recreational interests 
continue so that a well-planned educational and recreational facility is ensured.  The 
total site presently contains the following outdoor facilities grouped by closeness to 
school facilities and ownership: 
 
Frank Ward Strong Middle School - (Regional School District #13) 
. 1 Volley Ball Area 
. 1 Basketball Court (asphalt) 
. 1 Regional Hardball Diamond (2 Dugouts) 
. 1 Practice Softball Diamond 
 
Korn School - (Regional School District #13) 
. 1 Volley Ball Area 
. 3 Chinning Bars 
. 1 Parallel Bar 
. 1 Practice Soccer Area (1 Goal Post) 
. 1 Basketball Court (asphalt) 
. 2 Softball Diamonds 
 
Coginchaug Regional High School - (Regional School District #13) 
. 1 Regulation Softball Diamond with Backstop 
. 1 Softball Diamond with Wooden Backstop 
. 1 Regulation Hardball Diamond with Chain Link Backstop 
. 1 Practice Soccer Field 
. 2 Basketball Courts (asphalt and Chain Link Fencing) 
. 2 Volley Ball Courts (asphalt) 
. 1 1/4 Mile Track 
. 1 Football Field 
. 4 Tennis Courts 
 
Town of Durham 
. 6 Swings 
. 1 Merry-go-round 
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. 4 See-saws 

. 1 Sliding Board 

. 2 Tether Ball Poles 

. 1 Monkey Bar Set 

. 2 Tennis Courts and 1 Practice Wall 

. 1 Regulation Little League Diamond with Chain Link Fence 

. 1 Storage Building 

. Softball Diamond with Fence 

. 1 Pavilion 
 
The list indicates that the sites are well-developed and should serve as an excellent 
recreation complex. 
 
In addition to the White Farm and the School Campus Sites which, when fully 
developed, should adequately serve the Town’s major recreational needs for the next 20 
years, Durham also owns two other sites of recreational value, the Town Green and the 
Frederick Brewster School. 
 
Town Green 
 
The one-acre Town Green serves as the historic center of the Town.  Fair and public 
gatherings are held there throughout the year.  Informal games such as touch football 
are also enjoyed on this scenic green. 
 
Frederick Brewster School 
 
Regional School District #13 owns 14.53 acres on Tuttle Road on which Brewster 
School is located.  The Town of Durham owns a 5.77-acre tract to the north of the 
school parcel.  While the Town’s land offers much potential for future development of 
recreation facilities of a neighborhood nature, it is hoped that both the Regional School 
Board and the Town jointly develop the adjacent tracts so as to provide a truly valuable 
recreation complex.  The following outdoor recreation facilities are located on the 
Brewster School site: 
 
. 2 Little League Baseball Diamonds 
. 1 Large Black Top Play Area which is also a Parking Lot 
. 2 Sliding Boards 
. 8 Swings 
. 1 Monkey Bar 
. 2 Chinning Bars and Climbing Apparatus 
. 2 Hoops 
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7.1.10. Public Safety – Fire Protection – Ambulance Services – Police Protection –  

Emergency Management Services 
 
7.1.10.a. Fire Protection 
 
Fire protection for the Town of Durham is provided by a forty-five person volunteer fire 
department. Dispatching is provided through Valley Shore Inc. on a 24-hour-a-day 
basis for emergency calls for both the Fire Department and the Ambulance Service.  
The fire station at 41 Main Street was constructed in 1978 is in excellent structural 
condition and is of adequate size to serve activities.  The three-bay structure has a total 
floor area of 9,264 square feet and is sited on a 1.63-acre parcel.  The site is 
strategically located in relationship to Routes 17, 77, 79, 68, and 147 to access all areas 
of the town with ease. 
 
Currently the department has five major pieces1 of equipment and various other small 
equipment which are housed in the station.  An additional tanker is being considered 
in the short-term; however, there is insufficient room to house this vehicle. 
 
On a longer term basis, one additional major piece of equipment may be considered (i.e. 
a snorkel truck).  The current fire department thinking calls for additional equipment 
bay(s) and additional area for training, sleeping accommodations, and shower facilities. 
 
There is an opportunity to aggregate the various town-owned properties around the 
firehouse to create an emergency operations center including the ambulance corps, the 
Town’s Emergency Management Director, and Resident State Trooper.   
 
The Fire Department along with the Planning and Zoning Commission has embarked 
on a program of developing yearround water sources with easy access to facilitate the 
supply of water for fire fighting.  As a policy, the Fire Department has endorsed the 
concept of using manhole structures and feeder pipe to allow easy access to the water 
source from adjacent roadways.  All existing water sources have been inventoried and, 
by using 3,000 feet and one mile as the radius, the voids in the network can be 
identified.  An additional consideration is the density of development and the size of 
buildings.  As development occurs, opportunities to retrofit existing water sources and 
develop new ones are explored with applicants.  A priority list of needs should be 
developed for the retrofitting of existing water sources, many of which may have to be 

                         
1  2 fire attack trucks, 1 tanker, 1 pumper for 5” supply line and 1 rescue 

truck. 
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funded through the Capitol Improvements Program. 
 
 
7.1.10.b. Ambulance Service 
 
The Durham Volunteer Ambulance Corps, Inc., consisting of twenty-five volunteers, 
currently provides ambulance service for the town residents.  The Corps projects a 
need for another rescue vehicle and for new space to house the two vehicles along with 
space for supplies, training, and related services.  The current building at 205 Main 
Street was built in 1933 and is located on .14 acres of land with absolutely no 
expansion possibilities.  In addition, there are numerous Building Code, OSHA, and 
State requirements issues related to the use of this building.  The Corps has prepared a 
program of space needs and many of the elements are similar to requirements set forth 
by the Fire Department.   
 
7.1.10.c. Police Protection 
 
Police services for the Town of Durham presently consist of one full-time Resident 
State Trooper.  This trooper is maintained by Troop F in Westbrook and maintains an 
office in the Durham Fair House, located next to Town Hall.  This building is a wood-
frame structure of approximately 1,800 square feet; the trooper uses approximately 200 
square feet and the building is owned by the Durham Fair Association.  This building 
was built in 1768, is in good structural condition, and is of adequate size to serve all 
present activities.  It is not equipped with a garage for vehicle storage or detention 
facilities.  Detention needs are facilitated by Connecticut State Police Troop F at the 
police barracks located in Westbrook, Connecticut. 
 
7.1.10.d. Emergency Management Services 
 
Emergency Management Services for the town presently consist of a three-person 
volunteer staff.  This service is funded by the town.  This department maintains a 
wood-frame structure of approximately 1,948 square feet at 37 Main Street.  This 
building was built in 1800, is in fair structural condition, and is of adequate size to 
serve all present activities.  Present planning includes utilization of Strong School as a 
shelter in the event of a large-scale emergency. 
 
7.1.10.e. Projected Future Public Safety Needs 
 
Based on population growth projections, the town will require additional public safety 
equipment, manpower, and training as it approaches the year 2015.  These are in 
addition to the equipment, manpower, and training that the town maintains at the 
present time: 
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1) Durham will require one additional full-time police professional for a total of 

two.  This recommendation is based on crime trends; not on the projected 
population growth.  It is the opinion of the committee that the most cost-
effective means of proving this protection is through continued participation in 
the Resident State Trooper Program. 

 
2)  Durham will require one additional fire truck service bay for a total of four.  It 

may also require an additional ladder-type fire truck for a total of six vehicles. 
 
3) Durham will require one additional ambulance vehicle for a total of two. 
 
4) Increasingly stringent public health and safety requirements, as well as 

advancements in both fire protection and medical technologies, will necessitate a 
high level of training.  This will require both a commitment to training and the 
necessary space to provide this training. 

 
5)  Increasingly stringent public health and safety requirements, as well as 

advancements in both fire protection and medical technologies, will necessitate 
additional procedural changes.  This will require additional storage space for 
new equipment, medical waste, and hazardous materials. 

  
6)  As it is becoming increasingly difficult to recruit personnel on a voluntary basis 

for these positions, additional incentives may be required, such as gym and/or 
recreational areas and stipends or tax relief programs.  If sufficient voluntary 
manpower is not available to provide the level of service required, it may become 
necessary to utilize paid personnel during daytime hours. 

 
7.1.10.f. Recommendations for Public Safety 
 
1)  Consolidate all public safety services, including fire, ambulance, police and civil 

defense, at a single location.  It is the opinion of the committee that this would 
be best accomplished through expansion of the existing firehouse, provided that 
appropriate site modifications are made, including a secondary access. 

 
The committee believes that this will allow Durham to improve its public safety 
services and ultimately reduce the operating costs associated with providing 
these services.  Consolidation of services benefits the town by reducing or 
eliminating the costs associated with construction of common areas, such as 
meeting rooms, training rooms, recreational areas, kitchens, and bathrooms.  
Consolidation benefits our volunteers by permitting the town to purchase better 
equipment, rather than redundant equipment.  Consolidation benefits our 
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residents by providing better services and faster response times at lower costs. 
 
2)  Continue participation in the Resident State Trooper Program as opposed to 

starting a municipal police department.  Add additional Resident State Troopers 
as needed, with scheduling designed to provide additional hours of coverage. 

 
The committee believes that this will allow Durham to improve its police 
services in the future, while still containing costs.  Major expense items 
including police cruisers, training, detention facilities, insurance and benefits 
would continue to be covered by the state rather than the town.  The town’s sole 
obligation would be limited to that of the fixed annual fee. 
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