// Volume 2, Issue 2

Wadsworth Paintings 1

Durham Quiz 2

Durham Quiz Answers 3

0 8. 0600000 0 0. 0.0 1
* *
* . . k) *
; Justin Pianka will *

be joining us
again for a Civil
War encamp-
ment on the lawn
of the society
during the Dur-
ham Fair. Stop by
and visit with
him!
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. President: Sarah
Atwelt

. Vice President:
John Miller

. Treasurer: Fran
Korn

. Secretary: Peg
Atwell
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PUBLICATIONS AND RECENT

| would like to thank
Trish Dynia for her article
on our three buildings in
the June 26th edition of
the Town Times. Trish
visited the society during
our June monthly meet-
ing fora tourand to
gather more information
for the article. Articles
like this one are always
important to the society
and its members be-
cause it raises aware-
ness of our programs,

WEDWORTH

We were very fortunate
to receive 8 Wadsworth
paintings through a do-
hation in the spring.
These paintings were
returned to Durham from
their New Jersey owner
who had a family connec-
tion to the town. The do-
nor felt that it was impor-
tant to have them
brought back where they
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goals, accomplishments
and future endeavors,

We have been fortunate
to have such wonderful
publications on Durham
and a few people have
asked me where they
can obtain copies of the
first history, History of
Durham; 1662-1866, by
William Chauncey
Fowler. The book was
reprinted by the town in
1970 and the society
has not had copies for

WADSWORTH

belonged. So far, we
have had three of the
paintings re-framed (also
due to the generosity of
the donor) and will be
loaking into re-framing
the rest in the future.
The society has several
Wadsworth paintings and
these have been a won-
derful addition to our
colfection.
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many years. However, |
have found the book on
Amazon.com in a paper-
back version. | searched
recently for copies on the
site and saw that a pub-
lishing company,
Kessinger Publishing,
LLC, produced a paper-
back in early 2009. If
found, the 1970 edition
can sell for over $75.

-Sarah Atwell

PAINTINGS

Wedworth Wadsworth
(1846-1927)wWas a
painter/illustrator from
Durham who is famous
for his watercolor land-
scapes. One of the
houses he lived in is lo-
cated on Main Street and
is currently owned by
Durham Manufacturing.
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LONG SWAMP TIMES kk

TAKE OUR DURHAM QUIZ!

1) What was Durham’s first industry?

2) What Essex company had a processing plant in Durham?

3) Can you name the four metal product manufacturers that existed/exist in Durham?

4) [In what year was the Merriam Manufacturing Company established?

5) In what year was the W.A. Parson's and Company established and in what year was it dissolved?
8) In what year was the Durham Manufacturing Company established?

73 In what year was the W.A. Parson's Company, Inc. established?

8) What item did Merriam make for the Union Army during the Civil War?

9) What did Durham Mfg. produce during WWil?

10) What was Main Street known as in early Durham?

11) When was the last stage coach line in Durham (also the last in the state) discontinued?
12} In what year was the first speed limit posted on Main Street and what was the [imit?
13) What trail was established between Durham and Wallingford in 19327

14) When was electric service first offered in Durham?

15} In what year was Durham's first school built?

16) When was the Durham Post office established?

17) Why was the Durham Fair parade discontinued in 19247

18) During what years was the Durham Fair not held?

19) Rev. Nathaniel Chauncey was the first graduate of what Connecticut university?

20) Who was the Durham lawyer that served as a delegate 10 the Continental Congress in 17847
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ANSWERS TO THE QUIZ

1) Durham’s first industry was a sawmill built in 1709. A gristmill was also built afterwards in 1709
on Mill pond and was used untit 1869, (Century of Changs, pg. 41)

2) E.E. Dickinson Company had a witch hazel plant in Durham from 1882 to 1904. Farmers would
bring the witch hazel bushes to the plant for processing. (Century of Change, pg. 47)

3) Merriam, W.A. Parson's and Company, Durham Mfg., and W.A. Parson's Company, Inc.

4y Merriam's was established in 1851, (Century of Change, pg. 54)
5) Parson’s was established 1884 and dissolved in 1918, (Century of Change, pg. 57)

6) Durham Manufacturing was established in 1922.
7) W.A. Parson's Company, Inc. was established in 1950.

8) The company made collapsible lanterns for the army. Buring WWII, Merriam made tin cans for
packing grenades and boxes for ammunition and machine guns.

9) Durham was the largest supplier of first aid kits for the army.

10) Main Street was also known as Broad Street, or Great Street. (Century of Change, pg. 62)

11) It was discontinued in 1895 because of competition with the railroad. (Centﬁry of Change, pg. 63)
12) The first speed limit established in Durham was 20 mph in 1920,

13) The Washington Trail. (Century of Change, pg. 64)

14) Electric service was first offered in 1913. (Century of Change, pg. 70)

15) The first school was built on the green in 1722, (Century of Change, pg. 84)

16) The office was established in 1800. There had been irregular mail service that began in 1717
while regular service began in 1811, (Century of Change, pg. 100)

17) Traffic conditions on Main Street ended the parade which had been held annually beginning in
19186. (Century of Change, pg. 161)

18) The fair was not held in 1938 because of the hurricane. it was also not held in 1942, 1943 and
1944 because of World War ll. (Century of Change, pg. 162)

19) Chauncey was the first graduate of Yale University.

20) James Wadsworth, who as major general of militia, was also the second highest ranked militia
officer in the state of Connecticut.

Look for more trivia questions in the fall newsletter.



J ULY 20009

Durham Historical Socioty
P.0. Box 345
Durham, CT 06422

Phone: 860-716-5497 (Sarah Atwell)
Email: DurhamHistoricalSociety@hotmail.com

Meeting Schedule: August 14th,
September 11th, October 9th and
November 13th. All meetings will be
held at 7:30pm.

The Durham Historical Society was
established in 1949,

When possibie, these newsletiers can
be sent in a PDF format through
email. If you would like 1o receive

them by email, please let us know.

MEMBERSHIP,

Membership forms can be
found by visiting
www.townofdurhamct.org (go to
the Community Crganizations
page). Membership dues help
support the scciety's basic
functions, like paying utilities,
huilding maintenance and pro-
gram funding. We do not re-
ceive support from the Town of
Durham and we are not affili-
ated with the Durham Historic
District Commission.

Donations may be made using

the space allotted on the mem-
bership form. We are a non
profit organization and all dona-
tions are tax deductable.

Please feel free o designate
where you would fike your dona-
tion to go. Any extra support in
addition to membership dues is
always appreciated. We also
accept non monetary dona-

DONATIONS AND
VOLUNTEERING

tions, such as items for our col-
lections and volunieer time.

If you are interested in volun-
teering, please contact us or
attend one of our meetings. We
welcome anyone who is inter-
ested in helping us through our
renovation project and anyone
who may have ideas about fu-
ture exhibits and programs.

Thank you for your past, pre-
sent and future support.



