SKATING POND COMMITTEE

4/20/05
MEETING MINUTES

Attendees:  Chairman  Dave Monroe;  Treasurer  Marc Andrews;  Don Guenther;  and Tim Larkin

Meeting called to order by Dave Monroe @ 7:12 p.m. in the foyer of Town Hall.

Dave Monroe and members briefly reviewed the activities, findings, and discussions that took place during the on-site visit of the Skating Pond  (at the present Rte. 68 site)  that happened on 4/9/05.

In attendance at that time for the on-site visit were:  Chairman  Dave Monroe;  Vice Chairman  George Frick;  Treasurer  Marc Andrews;  Steve DelVecchio;  Simone Howe;  and Tim Larkin from the Committee;
and Ms. Wendy Goodfellow, a member of the Connecticut River Coastal Conservation District  (CRCCD),  and Mr. Doug Hoyt, an engineer for numerous projects for the CRCCD.

The objective of the on-site visit was to observe the present situation first-hand, to discuss what has been done in past seasons at our Skating Pond, and to determine whether these actions can be continued and managed appropriately in the future;  and in an environmentally responsible manner.  These discussions are considered to be necessary by the Skating Pond Committee in order to detail an appropriate plan of future actions for the present Skating Pond site to the Town Inland Wetland Commission--and whomever else needs to be consulted in town--when the time is appropriate and so as not to waste others’ time and generosity.

Ms. Goodfellow of the CRCCD was invited by George Frick because she is very familiar with the East Haddam skating rink, and has consulted and/ or participated with numerous other projects for other municipalities that required environmental and maintenance considerations.  Ms. Goodfellow invited Mr. Doug Hoyt, because he has recommended or engineered a number of projects on behalf of the CRCCD, or others, that required in-depth civil/ hydrologic engineering, and/ or environmental and maintenance considerations to successfully complete.

The results of the consultation with Ms. Goodfellow and Mr. Hoyt provided excellent details as to:  how to repair/ improve and maintain the present Skating Pond site in a manner that is equivalent to what they have either done or seen done in other towns;  and that can be accomplished in a manner that will not adversely impact the river, the prevailing vegetation, and the nesting and breeding of the area birdlife and wildlife.  In addition, they provided various recommendations and comments as to how to accomplish these items in the most efficient and essentially cost-free ways.  These various recommendations will be developed into a plan by the Skating Pond Committee, that can be presented, when available, to other significant groups/ persons in town.

Dave Monroe also informed the Committee that Simone Howe had been in contact with Bob Melvin, a local expert, about hydrologic considerations associated with the present Skating Pond and surrounding areas.  Ms. Howe will fill the Committee in on her discussions and the implications for future plans in an upcoming meeting.

Dave Monroe indicated also that he would contact Mr. Dave Foley, Town Engineer  (also of the Town P & Z Board)  for his engineering input and recommendations about the present Skating Pond site, and possible future considerations.

Dave Monroe recommended the meeting adjourn @ 7:54 p.m.  Various members seconded.

The next regular meeting of the Skating Pond Committee will be 5/3/05 @ 7:00 p.m. in the basement of the Public Library.  Town members are invited.

