SKATING POND COMMITTEE

2/15/05
MEETING MINUTES

Attendees:  Chairman  Dave Monroe;  Vice Chairman  George Frick;  Treasurer  Marc 

         Andrews;  Secretary  Lisa Bruno;  Steve DelVecchio;  Don Guenther;  

         Simone Howe;  and Tim Larkin

Meeting called to order by Dave Monroe @ 7:07 p.m. in the basement of the Public Library.

Dave Monroe briefly reviewed the Skating Pond Committee’s charter and meeting minutes from the previous meeting on 2/1/05 in the Town Hall foyer.

Simone Howe corrected 2/1/05 meeting minutes with respect to the suggestion of the possibility of utilizing the local Fire Dept. at the Skating Pond in the future;  i.e., the recommendation should have read:  to possibly have the Fire Dept. add water once the pond was frozen to “resurface”/ smooth the ice surface  (as was reported they might have done historically)—NOT to use the Fire Dept. to actually flood the pond to produce ice.  Dave Monroe seconded the correction.

Dave Monroe recommended approving the meeting minutes of 2/1/05 (with aforementioned correction);  Tim Larkin seconded.

Committee members reported on their findings about nearby municipalities’ and communities’ skating ponds;  to determine if there are any programs/ actions that could apply to our Skating Pond, with regard to the current site and its responsible management and maintenance—as follows:

Marc Andrews reported on Goshen Skating Rink:  Rink appeared roughly 60 yards x 80 yards large, with a man-made berm on the left and on the back-end.  It is adjacent to the Goshen Public Administration offices and Public Library on Rte 63, and is maintained by the Goshen Dept. of Recreation.  Andrews was informed by Ms. Lisa Mosley, the Recreation Commission Chairwoman, that the rink has process sand for a base, with foundation footing-type pipes inserted for natural drainage downslope out the back, and landscape fabric over this base to prevent heavy weed growth.  When the footing drain outlet is capped before winter, it fills with rainwater naturally;  so there is no need to have the volunteer Fire Dept. fill the rink with water anymore (although they had done so historically).  She added that the Fire Dept. hasn’t topped it off for the last 3 seasons.  A local volunteer shoveled the rink off with his quad fixed with a plow in past seasons—however, this is now in question until a determination can be made, because of what Ms. Mosley described as possible insurance liabilities.  In the off-season, when the water has been allowed to drain from the rink, the area is mowed like the rest of the adjoining grass by the town Public Works Dept.  Because this rink does not impact wetlands and/ or floodplains, etc., no other town commissions or groups were/ are involved with the rink. 

Simone Howe reported on the Middlefield Rink:  From her contacts Simone stated that because of the natural flooding that seasonally occurs, and the location of the pond,  i.e., removed from residential areas and relatively removed from the river, that little or no maintenance has been done in the past few seasons—nor is it seemingly required.  Her contacts were unaware of any extensive brush or weed cutting in recent years, aside from some general mowing near the pond.

Steve DelVecchio reported on the East Haddam Skating Pond:  Pond is located on Rte. 82 at the intersection of Hopyard Rd., and is filled by diverting some of the flow of nearby Roaring Brook to a wetland area to produce an ice rink in the winter.  Once a year in the fall, they will go into the area with a brush-hog to cut down weeds and grass, to prepare the area before it is purposely flooded, so that the skating pond surface will be smooth and clean.  DelVecchio’s contact told him that the entire program/ operation was/ is conducted with the permission and approval of the Town Inland-Wetland Group, and that the Rotary Club maintains the skating pond during the season and in the off-season as required.

Based on the various reports, the consensus of the Skating Pond Committee was that the East Haddam Pond was the closest and most applicable to our present Skating Pond on Rte 68;  if no new alternate site is to be developed.  The Goshen Rink operation concepts would be more applicable for an alternate site;  in the event that the Committee concludes that that might be the appropriate direction to take if required.

Since the consensus of the Skating Pond Committee is to re-examine the present Rte. 68 site first for efficiency and cost-effectiveness considerations, an on-site visit will be conducted on 2/26/05 @ 1:00 p.m. at the present site.  Vice chairman George Frick will contact members of the Connecticut River Coastal Conservation District (CRCCD) to attend.  The objective here is to observe the present situation first-hand, to discuss what has been done in past seasons at our Skating Pond, and to determine whether these actions can be continued and managed appropriately in the future;  and in an environmentally responsible manner.  These discussions are considered to be necessary by the Skating Pond Committee in order to detail an appropriate plan of action for the present Skating Pond site--when the time is appropriate--to the Town Inland Wetland Commission.

Simone Howe suggested that if the present site on Rte. 68 is to be used in the future, that the guard-rail on the pond-side be extended to prevent cars from accidentally ending up on the skating pond when skaters are on the pond.

Dave Monroe suggested—per the Skating Pond Committee’s charter—in order to examine all possibilities, that ideas (and questions) about alternate sites for the skating pond—if found to be required—can be forwarded at this time also.  Other examples of possible skating pond sites that have been brought to the Committee have been:  White’s Farm and Allyn Brook Park, for example.

Don Guenther showed the Committee a pamphlet for a commercially-available Nice RinkTM  temporary ice-rink that is the type that is used on the North Haven and Guilford town greens.

Dave Monroe recommended the meeting adjourn @ 7:54 p.m.  Various members seconded.

The next regular meeting of the Skating Pond Committee will be 3/1/05 @ 7:00 p.m. in the basement of the Public Library.  Town members are invited.

