Minutes from Skating Pond Committee meeting February 1, 2005, Durham Town Hall

Attendance:  Maryann Boord, Simone Howe, Dave Monroe, Ray Kalinowski, Steve DelVecchio, Mark Andrews, George Frick, Donald Guenther, Lisa Bruno.

Meeting called to order at 7:10 p.m.

History of the grant was reviewed.  Ray Kalinowski got $50,000.00 grant a few years ago to maintain or modify the skating pond.  This money will never expire, so there is no time constraint on the funds.  Mr. Kalinowski met with Jim Gibbons regarding the environmental issues.  Kurt Bober has been in contact with ACE to see if we can modify wetlands and expand the pond size.

It was felt by some members of the committee to remain focused on the existing pond, while some wanted to move it to a different location.  The idea of a portable ice rink on the soccer fields at Allen Brook Park. The budget is $50,000.00 and will not change, although some funding for rink upkeep may become available in the future budgets.

This committee was organized on January 10, 2005 to appropriate the $50,000.00 grant and decide the best use of the money.

Mr. Kalinowski suggested we obtain feedback which would include where to put the rink, if it is to be moved, and how to proceed.  Maloney and McBroom quoted the town back in 1999 to clean up existing area in winter and provide some space for classroom science use in other seasons.  That quote was well over the allocated funds.

Mr. Frick pointed out that the existing area is a dam and it is part of the Coginchaug River.  The water is constantly moving and the ecosystem is precarious and this area needs to be protected.  

Mrs. Boord pointed out that the towns of Goshen and East Haddam flood an area for skating and that Jim Gibbons has said that the existing area is exempt from the Planning and Zoning Committee, but not from the Wetlands Committee.

The committee decided to invite someone from the Ct. River Coastal Service to assess the existing area and see what we would be able to do to clean it up without disturbing the wetlands.  We would be able to utilize this service without appropriating any additional funds as the town already has paid for their services.  

Mrs. Boord said that David Steiger had asked about the grant and how it will be spent.  He is the individual who will assist the town with the grant requirements once we decide on how to spend the funds.

Mrs. Howe felt that we should stay in the same location and not try to get too off the subject and keep it simple.  She also asked about the possibility of the fire department coming to flood the area prior to the first use in the winter.

Mr. DelVecchio asked about cutting the grasses, to which Mr. Frick replied that we could not do that anymore, as it was a direct violation of the wetlands laws.  The committee decided that would be one of the questions we ask Ct. Coastal.  Mr. DelVecchio will contact East Haddam to see how they are able to cut their grasses and maintain their rink so we will have a better idea of how to proceed with ours.

Mrs. Howe will contact Middlefield to obtain the same information as above.  Mark Andrews will contact Goshen and Don Guenther will contact the town of North Haven. 

Mrs. Boord stated that Jim Gibbons would be willing to sit in on some of our meetings to offer his advise regarding the wetlands issues.  He would sit as an ex-officio.

Mr. Frick stated that an exemption could be obtained from the state DEP for recreation use of the existing area in order to stop the continuous flow of water and create an actual still area for the ice skating pond.  This would be costly.

Mrs. Boord began the election of officers:

Dave Monroe was nominated by Lisa Bruno and seconded by several to assume the position of Chair of the Ice Skating Pond committee.  He was unanimously elected.

Dave Monroe nominated George Frick as vice Chair.  Seconded by Mark Andrews.  He was unanimously elected. 

It was decided that there would be rotating secretaries.  Simone Howe, Mark Andrews and Lisa Bruno will assume the role of secretary on a rotating basis.

The position of treasurer will be filled by Mark Andrews and he was nominated by Dave Monroe and seconded by several and unanimously voted in.

The committee will meet on the first and third Tuesdays of the month at 7:00 p.m.  The next meeting is February 15, 2005 at the Durham Public Library.  Simone Howe has retained the library space until the end of May 2005 on these Tuesdays to hold meetings there.  The dates are as follows:

February 15, 2005

March 1 and 15, 2005

April 5 and 19, 2005

May 3 and 18, 2005

June 7 and 21, 2005

July 5 and 19, 2005

August 2 and 16, 2005

September 6 and 20, 2005

October 4 and 18, 2005

November 1 and 15, 2005

December 6 and 20, 2005

The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lisa Bruno

SKATING POND COMMITTEE MEETING 

Tuesday, February 15, 2005

7:00 pm

Durham Public Library

AGENDA

1. Call to Order

2. Update on information from last meeting (follow up discussion)

3. Public Comments/ Questions

4. Adjourn

