Water Commission Meeting Minutes

December 9, 2004, Durham Public Library

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm.  In attendance were M. Boord, C. Denunzio, R. Bahr, G. Durkee, and B. Dynia. Absent were B. Milardo, R. Primus, and L. Willett. Also attending were A. Braig, D. Heer, and L. Wagner.

MOTION TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 14, 2004 AND NOVEMBER 18, 2004 MEETINGS WAS MADE BY G. DURKEE AND SECONDED BY C. DENUNZIO. All Aye.

The Water Commission received the report from the subcommittee, which had been named to review and discuss the merits of the proposals of the 10 respondents to the RFP for Design and Engineering Services for the Durham Center Water System Project. The subcommittee trimmed the list of 5, and then, weighing heavily on the cost factor, suggested that the selection process could be expedited by interviewing the 3 lowest bidders from among the 5.  The Water Commission accepted this suggestions and will interview these 3 firms on Wednesday, December 15, 2004 beginning at 5:30 pm in the Durham Public Library.  The firms are Louriero Engineering Associates, Earth Tech, and Weston and Sampson Engineers, Inc.  The choice of the 3 by the Commission was based on the subcommittee’s agreed upon choices, the quality of their applications, and the cost estimates given.

The Commission discussed procedures for conducting the interviews and reviewed a list of proposed questions to be asked of the bidders.  It was decided to send several written questions, in advance, to each of them with the request that they respond in writing prior to the interview date.  It was thought that this would help expedite the interview process. 

In other business, L. Wagner reviewed the status of the grant money available to us considering the expected expenditures for various parts of the water project.  He also apprised Commission members that if they apply for any new grant monies for any Durham water systems project, they must be cognizant of limitations and stipulations with regard to assessments of users.  Specifically, he said there can be no assessments placed on low income users who may benefit from system improvements made using grant money.  In the discussion, A. Braig mentioned the possibility of ‘set-asides’, which might be used to cover those costs.  

A. Braig will contact the 3 firms to be interviewed on the 15th to inform them of the time schedule.

Meeting adjournment at 8:55 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Catherine DeNunzio, Secretary Pro Tem

