Water Commission Meeting Minutes

February 10, 2005, Durham Public Library

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm.  In attendance were M. Boord, C. Denunzio, B. Milardo, and R. Primus. R. Bahr arrived at 7:45 pm. B. Dynia, Leo Willett, and G. Durkee were absent. Also attending included Frank Behrens and Joe Hall. 

Meeting minutes were held for approval due to lack of quorum. 
Firehouse Connection to Public Water System:

Fire Company representatives F. Behrens and J. Hall presented a request that the firehouse be connected to the Durham Center Water System. They explained that while there are 2 wells, one was capped due to very low yield (1 quart/hour) and the other produces only 1-2 gallons per hour. In addition, 2 storage tanks are present at the firehouse (one is a 20,000 gallon tank for fire control). Both representatives stated that the low yield from the well, the dirty water due to the low-yielding well, and the high usage of facilities at the firehouse presented a serious problem. While these conditions have been a problem for a long time, the fire company was told to make the request for this connection once the Town of Durham took possession of the public water system.
MAB responded to the request by explaining that the current public water system was being upgraded in the near future and that it would be preferable for new connections to be made after the upgrade; however, she explained that the water commission would make the final decision. B. Milardo explained that both wells would require disconnection per state regulations in order for the firehouse to be connected to the public water system. F. Behrens asked if the 20,000 galloon tank could remain connected to the well as a source of water for fire control.  M. Boord expressed concern regarding the amount of water that the firehouse would draw from the public water supply, especially for fire truck maintenance.  F. Behrens stated that the firehouse is used during the week for senior citizen activities and kid activities (boy scouts, etc), and every Tuesday night and Sunday morning for Fire Department meetings/training (35-40 members in attendance).  In addition, the firehouse is rented on occasion by different organizations to hold their functions - all which require the use of water. F. Behrens suggested that the 20,000 gallon water tank could be used for truck washing, also, if it could remain connected to the well.
B. Milardo agreed that the DPH should be contacted to discuss their opinions on well disconnection and designated connection to 20,000 gallon storage tank. B. Milardo stated that once they connect to a public water supply, they have to completely disconnect from the well.  The fire company would like to keep one well as a back up.  B. Milardo responded that they could run public water into the firehouse and use the well to fill the storage tank, but there cannot be a connection between the two. In addition, Connecticut Water Company should also be contacted to discuss the impact of connecting the firehouse on the public water supply. The new upgraded water system will have the necessary capacity, but the current water system is in question.
Both representatives from the fire company stated that public use of the firehouse is very low due to the damage to the structure by a snow plow this winter, thereby providing a good opportunity to make the necessary connections to the public water system. 

Water Project Update:

M. Boord reported that she attended the Durham Fair Association meeting to discuss with their membership the construction of a pump house with an underground storage tank on their land that would serve the new well on White’s Farm that is being proposed for the upgraded water system. The membership responded by requesting 2 items in exchange for use of their land:  1) Automatic approval of use of town green +/-2 weeks of the Durham Fair and during the Fair, and 2) Rewording on the contract between the Town of Durham and the DFA that currently grants the DFA access on a renewable basis to an easement on White’s Farm, which is the location of the DFA well. 

The major concern discussed by members of the water commission regarded the automatic approval of use of the town green.  R. Primus suggested that a clause be developed that allowed the town to reconsider automatic approval should an unforeseen public safety issue require re-evaluation of use of the green during the Fair.  M. Boord stated that the Board of Selectmen would address these requirements by the DFA at the their next Board meeting.
In other business, M. Boord announced that the application for public well site approval was before the DPH. The DPH asked for details regarding the annual high water mark in the area of the well location; however, the department couldn’t provide a definition for their requirements of an annual high water mark. B. Milardo stated that we should submit the 100 year flood plain maps and see what the department thinks.
Adjournment at 8:00 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Renee Primus, Secretary
