DURHAM SENIOR CITIZENS BOARD

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

February 24, 2005

Present were L. Melvin, S. Bielefield, M. DiMella, J. Hogarth and H. Kelley, Ex-officio J. Muraca, and Ex-officio S. Hill.

Also present were G. Clark and E. Murphy.

Absent were H. Coe, H. Robinson, A. Parmelee and G. Zeeb.

Chairman L. Melvin called the meeting to order at 1:45 P.M.

The minutes of January 27, 2005 were approved with one amendment; that L. Melvin was the Chairperson of the Board and not the Vice-Chairperson.

Motion to approve the January Meeting minutes by J. Hogarth and seconded by M. DiMella with one amendment.  All were in favor.

Chairman L. Melvin asked J. Muraca to state any business.  J. Muraca said that she talked with Bob Bascom concerning news about the hold up on the senior’s interest in Rod & Gun Club. He related that the delay was in the owner not receiving the engineer’s report.

L. Melvin stated that she sent a letter to First Selectwoman M. Boord requesting the status of the offer made to the town by the Durham Rod & Gun Club regarding use of their property by seniors.

H. Kelley would like to find someone who knows the owners and speak directly to him.  It was suggested that M. Boord knows him.

J. Muraca read the headlines from two news articles regarding Middlefield. The first article stated that not enough seniors were showing up for hot meals, and the second article was on the town was offering a senior property tax relief.  It was noted that Durham already offers a property tax relief for seniors.

J. Muraca and L. Melvin will be attending the CT. Association of Senior Personnel (CASP) on April 15th in Southington.  

J. Muraca met with Judy Lyman Smith who owns a service called “Checks and Balances” which offers seniors help managing their finances.  Jan passed out her card and flyer for all to see.  It was stated that the fee is $35.00 per hour.  Some thought this would be a helpful service.

L. Melvin asked S. Hill to speak next.  S. Hill was happy to say that all programs were going very well.  

The temporary place for yoga classes will be the exercise room in the High School until the Firehouse is repaired.  

Bridge was canceled due to the illness of J. Moore.  This program will be rescheduled.

G. Clark was asked to speak next.  G. Clark passed out a letter that V. Kilmartin had put together and would like some advice on the letter.  It would ask seniors what service was most important to them.  

J. Hogarth stated that health issues are always high on everyone’s list and if Durham had its own senior center, health programs could be held there. 

J. Hogarth will be faxing a flyer to J. Muraca with information on social security reform meetings to be held in Meriden in March.  

M. Boord entered the meeting at 2:28 P.M.

M. Boord stated that Ralph Durante is one of the developers of the Rod & Gun Club.  She and others have made calls of interest to him.  They cannot file with Planning & Zoning until they have their mapping complete. They hope to file next month. The facility would be a senior center only, not a community center if located at that site.

She also stated that the BOS did not approve the Senior Board’s request for the appropriation of $100,000.00 to the reserve fund.  The reason being is that there is already $245,000.00 in the Reserve Fund for a Senior/Community Center.  Also the town is trying to get the Town Hall Renovation Project money into the budget this year.

J. Muraca said the town could apply for a grant to renovate a senior center, if needed.

M. Boord left the meeting at 2:35 P.M.

L. Melvin motioned to adjourn.  Seconded by M. DiMella.

Meeting adjourned at 2:46 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Eileen Murphy

Recording Secretary

