DURHAM SENIOR CITIZENS BOARD

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

MAY 27, 2004

Present:  Shirley Bielefield, Henry Robinson, Mary DiMella, Althea Parmelee, and Elaine Melvin.

Not Present: George Zeeb, Henry Coe, Howard Kelley, and Sherry Hill.

Also Present: Janet Muraca and Eileen Murphy.

Also attended: First Selectwoman Maryann P. Boord.

Elaine Melvin, acting chairperson, called the meeting to order at 1:37 P.M.

Motion to approve the minutes from the March 2004 meeting and the unofficial meeting for April 2004 were unanimous with a motion by Shirley Bielefield and seconded by Mary DiMella.  All were in favor.

Motion to approve Eileen Murphy as recording secretary by Henry Robinson and seconded by Mary DiMella.  Unanimous approval.

Elaine Melvin read a letter written by Henry Coe regarding the Site Selection Committee.  Henry Robinson motioned to accept the letter, seconded by Shirley Bielefield.  All approved.

Althea Parmelee asked if the town could purchase the Eick property on Brick Lane.  Henry Robinson clarified that the Eick property would be re-offered to the Town of Durham to purchase.  He would like to see the Senior Center at the Rod and Gun Club and have senior housing on the back parcel of the Eick property. Janet Muraca agreed.  Henry Robinson said land in the town was all used up.  

Janet Muraca said that the seniors have $225,000.00 set aside for a senior/community center.  Several surrounding towns were mentioned as having senior centers in renovated houses in residential neighborhoods.  

Durham has 1200 seniors and only 24 units of housing.  Middlefield has their own housing authority.

Sherry Hill left a message with Eileen Murphy that all is well.  There is money for her to purchase the exercise equipment. Janet Moore has agreed to teach card game classes in September 2004.  Everyone was happy with the choice of Janet Moore and mentioned that the money should be spent for the exercise equipment.  Motion to authorize Sherry Hill to purchase the equipment, and Janet Muraca to purchase office supplies was approved by Henry Robinson and seconded by Shirley Bielefield. All were in favor.

Human Services Director Janet Muraca said that not many seniors are pleased with the discount pharmacy card program.  Many cannot access computers.  Janet Muraca and Eileen Murphy worked on downloading all information from the discount card websites. Janet said that the program is very confusing to our seniors. 

Henry Robinson said one would need three or four cards to get total coverage.  Janet Muraca said some are for mail-in orders only. Low-income people will do better on the card; it’s a good start.  Janet Muraca added that the cost is $30.00 a year with a yearly benefit of $600.00.

Janet Muraca read from a Middletown Senior Center Activity flyer that they offer bowling, exercise classes, bus trips, writing classes, line and belly dancing classes.

It was asked if Sherry could look into bowling for the seniors.  Mary DiMella asked if the senior bus could take them to the bowling alley.  All would like to try this and would like to go once a month.

Shirley Bielefield would like to see more Durham seniors participate in the trips as the last trip she took had empty seats.

Janet Muraca mentioned painting classes.  The painting classes in Middletown are always full.  Should we have our own in Durham?  Several local artists were mentioned as teachers and each member present was asked to see if these artists would be interested in teaching classes.  Elaine Melvin asked if these artists would be paid or unpaid, and if we have money for these extra activities. Shirley Bielefield thought that the library might have the space for this.  Janet Muraca would check with the Librarian.  Possibly the schools would have space.  Henry Robinson would find out and see if we could afford to pay for the painting classes. This would be discussed further in June.  

Movies were mentioned for the summer months.  Elaine Melvin thought that afternoons would be best and one time a month.

Janet Muraca asked if a hearing screening by Beltone of Newfield Street once a month would be of interest.  All thought it to be a great idea and to investigate the cost.

Althea Parmelee questioned what happened to the foot care program and was told by Janet Muraca that the personnel to cover the clinics weren’t available.  The Portland VNA covers the Middlefield region. We are not in their region and are not under their grant monies.  The foot clinic usual cost per person is $25.00 to $28.00.  Henry Robinson asked if we could go in with Middlefield.  Janet Muraca said “yes” our seniors already go.  

Janet Muraca is checking into hearing tests. Althea Parmelee asked if the schools offer hot lunches to seniors?  Shirley Bielefield said that the Korn School could.  Elaine Melvin wants to checkout the hot lunches for seniors.  

Althea Parmelee questioned if the calendars are getting out early enough.  The other town is filling the bus.  Could it be advertised in the Town Times?  Henry Robinson said as a public service announcement in the Times it could reach more seniors than leaving it at various places.  He would talk to the Times.

First Selectwoman Maryann Boord entered the meeting. 

First Selectwoman Boord invited members to the next meeting of the Board of Selectmen on June 7, 2004 to discuss the Eick property on Brick Lane.

Althea Parmelee asked if the Board of Selectmen had found a replacement DSB member and could they make a recommendation.  David Bascom and John Hogart were mentioned.   All in attendance made a recommendation to the Board to consider these men.  Henry Robinson made a motion to recommend.  Althea Parmelee seconded.  All were in favor.

Maryann Boord said she will bring the motion to the Board of Selectmen.

Motion to adjoin was made at 3:18 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Eileen M. Murphy

Recording Secretary

