Durham Senior Board Meeting

January 27, 2005 


Town of Durham

DURHAM SENIOR CITIZENS BOARD
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

January 27, 2005

Present were L. Melvin, S. Bielefield, A. Parmelee, and H. Kelley.

Also present were J. Muraca, S. Hill, J. Hogarth, V. Kilmartin, G. Clark and E. Murphy.

Not present were H. Coe, H. Robinson and G. Zeeb.

Vice Chairman L. Melvin called the meeting to order at 1:40 P.M.  

L. Melvin asked the Recreation Director S. Hill to speak. S. Hill said that all was going very well.  The classes for bingo are still well received.  J. Moore will be teaching the first class of basic bridge at the library on February 9, 2005.  The class will be for two hours starting at 1:30pm.

The situation at the Firehouse is still the same; everyone must still use the side door since the walk is not shoveled in time for the classes.

Attendance is great for all programs. 

M. DiMella arrived at 1:45 P.M.

J. Muraca stated that the classes for beginning watercolor painting will have six, two-hour sessions at the library on Thursdays, starting February 24, 2005 and ending March 31, 2005.

Lois will order all supplies through the art store and students can reimburse her at the cost of 31.08 each.

A. Parmelee motioned for the expenditure, and was seconded by H. Kelley.

All were in favor. 

J. Muraca suggested two changes to the 2005/2006 budget: (1) The mailings per year go from one to two, requesting the change from $500.00 to $1000.00 and (2) Account 1080, any money not used for the paint classes be used for quest artists to speak with interested seniors.

H. Kelley questioned the status of the Senior Center.  It was decided to request $100,000. to be put in Reserve for the Senior Center fund, which already has a total of $245,000.  

L. Melvin and E. Murphy will draft a letter to the Board of Selectmen requesting this be done.

It was also requested that the BOS write a letter to the Rod and Gun Club to determine if the owners are still willing to talk with the seniors about the property.  It has been six months since anything has been mentioned about the status of the Club property, the portion of land being developed, and what is available to the seniors.  Members want to determine a direction to move for finding appropriate land for a senior center.

L. Melvin will ask P & Z Committee Chairman G. Eames to ask the owners of the Club if they have lost interest in the senior’s request for a center there.

S. Bielefield made a motion to write a letter to the BOS asking for the status of the property and its availability to the seniors.  Seconded by H. Kelley.

All were in favor.   

The 2005 Board meetings calendar is out.  The Board will meet every 4th Thursday, unless otherwise noted, at 1:30pm on the following dates:

January 27, 2005

May 26, 2005

November 17, 2005

February 24, 2005

June 23, 2005*
December 15, 2005

March 24, 2005

September 15, 2005
no meetings are held in July

April 28, 2005


October 27, 2005
and August*

G. Clark spoke on the results of the survey on what seniors would like from their library.  Computer classes were requested most with travel, arts and crafts and health information following.

Gwen is seeing an increase in delivering books to seniors who cannot come to the library themselves.

G. Clark then introduced V. Kilmartin, the new Library Director. Valerie was warmly greeted.  She mentioned several programs that would be of interest to seniors, one being re-establishing card games at the library.   A puzzle table was mentioned.

The services available at the library will be advertised in the Senior Recreation flyers.


L. Melvin thanked Gwen and Valerie for attending.

No other business was brought forward.

H. Kelley motioned to adjourn.  All were in favor.

Meeting was adjourned at 2:50 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Eileen M. Murphy

Recording Secretary

