            DURHAM PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE



 Minutes of the meeting, September 8 ,2004


The meeting was called to order at 7:00. In attendance were Frank DeFelice, Bill Smith, Jim Rossi, Dan Murphy and John Shefcyk .The traffic situation on Maple Avenue was discussed .The First Selectwoman asked the committees opinion on a variety of options. The options presented were installing a three way stop on the intersection of Maple Avenue and Cemetery Road, installing a “No Truck Traffic” sign and installing a “No Thru Traffic” sign. On a majority vote, the committee rejected a three way stop sign and felt a no thru traffic sign on a public road may be illegal. John Shefcyk will research it. The committee feels that two “No Truck Traffic” signs, installed near the intersection of Maple Avenue and Middlefield Road and on the south side of the Maple Avenue and Wallingford Road intersection, combined with new speed limit signs and increased enforcement, will result in a reduction of traffic and vehicle speed. Another option the committee will investigate is the installation of cobblestones in the road as a speed limiter, similar to the ones installed in Middletown on Westfield Street.


The committee discussed producing a “grab and go” kit list, consisting of essential medicines and items to be used if a household were being evacuated at short notice for emergency or weather reasons. Dan Murphy will generate a first draft and report back to the committee for review next month. The committee decided to have the next blockwatch meeting on October 13th,the date of the next meeting.  The areas selected are New haven Road, Stage Coach Road, Wagon wheel Road, Old Farms road, Buckboard Road, Flintlock Road, Barbara Road, Camera Road, Mica Hill Road, Guilford Road, Surrey Road, Banta Lane, Crooked Hill Road and Ivy Way, a total of 347 houses. There being no additional business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM.

Respectfully submitted, 

James M. Rossi

