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TOWN OF DURHAM
Planning and Zoning Commission

P.O. Box 428

Durham, Connecticut 06422-0428

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 15, 2004, MEETING

Present

Members:
Brian Ameche, George Eames, Richard Eriksen, Dave Foley,


Jim Kowolenko, Jackie Snow

Town Planner:    Geoffrey Colegrove

Alternate:  Ralph Chase

Absent

Members:
Al Bradanini, Jan Melnik, Dian O’Neal

Alternates:  
Frank DeFelice, Gene Riotte

The meeting was called to order by George Eames, Chairman, at 7:30 p.m. 

Ralph Chase was seated on the Commission in Jan Melnik’s place.

1.
Approval of Agenda
Motion by Dave Foley, seconded by Jackie Snow, to approve the agenda of the September 15, 2004, meeting as presented. Motion carried unanimously.

2. Public Session

No business.

3.  Dom Delvecchio, Dunkin Donuts Site Plan, Main Street
Dom Delvecchio addressed the Commission regarding his desire for a slight variance to the original site approval concerning the barriers. He is seeking to install a heavier rail-fence system that will provide greater protection from trucks, etc.

Richard Vynalek, in attendance at the meeting, described a second incident—this time, a truck going across the property line and onto his property. To Brian Ameche’s query regarding using concrete, cars and trucks can go directly over concrete barriers. 

Motion by George Eames, seconded by Dave Foley, to approve an 8’ x 8’, four foot on center, guard rail, with appropriate cross-bars, at the Dunkin’ Donut site. Motion carried unanimously.

4.  Lynn Riotte, Request for a Home Occupation Permit for a Framing
     Service and Art Gallery, 307A Main Street

Lynn Riotte presented a modified layout of the house incorporating information from the assessor’s office. Geoffrey Colegrove stated that the assessor’s map shows a total of 2,038 square feet of living area, excluding the closed and open porches.

Gene Riotte stated that since that map of record, several of the areas have been finished off with heat added, increasing the square footage to 2,250. Lynn Riotte explained that with the ideal plan, she is about 28 square feet over what is allowed by the regulations. She is seeking approval for 653 square feet. Richard Eriksen stated that the Commission is bound by the 25% limitation in the regulations. 

George Eames clarified that there will be no retail sales; Lynn Riotte concurred. It is a service business providing framing services. 

Motion by George Eames, seconded by Jim Kowolenko, to approve the request for a home occupation permit for a framing service and art gallery, not to exceed 563 square feet (25% of 2,250 square feet), with no retail sales allowed, 307A Main Street. Applicant/Owner: Lynn Riotte. Motion carried unanimously.

5.  Tilcon Minerals, Inc., Annual Site Plan Review
Frank Lane, the director of real estate for Tilcon, addressed the Commission regarding the annual mine plan review. He provided a copy of the newly updated SPCC and stormwater pollution protection plans. 

Brian Ameche stated that the application had been properly referred to the Conservation Commission; it was reviewed at their meeting the previous evening and there is no comment.

Motion by Richard Eriksen, seconded by Dave Foley, to approve the site plan of Tilcon, Inc., for the renewal of an excavation and removal permit for the south side of Wallingford Road, one year from September 15, 2004, allowing 1,100,000 tons of material. Motion carried unanimously.

6.  Dattco, Inc., Site Plan Review, Above-ground Fuel Tank, 41B Commerce 

     Circle

Jim Palmer, fleet manager for Dattco, addressed the Commission regarding plans to erect a double-walled, above-ground fuel tank to service the buses providing service to Durham and Middlefield. An eight-inch concrete pad will be installed and then the tank. The fuel will service only the fleet of school buses. This type of tank has been installed throughout the state in Avon, Cheshire, Middletown, and New Britain. No truck or bus-washing will occur on site. An inside maintenance facility is used to maintain the buses.  

The property is zoned heavy industrial. Geoffrey Colegrove stated that the site plan would need to be adapted to show parking and proper scale. The septic system will also need to be reviewed by the town sanitarian. While it may very well be adequate, it is necessary that a review be conducted.   

The Commission explained that a comprehensive site plan review depicting parking, the proposed fuel tank, and the satisfactory review of both the fire marshal/road foreman and town sanitarian are necessary before the Commission’s approval can be granted.

7.  Payment of Bills

Motion by Brian Ameche, seconded by Jackie Snow, to approve payment of the following bills:

•
Midstate Regional Planning Agency — $4,297.51 (July)

• 
Midstate Regional Planning Agency — $2,497.21 (August)

•
Absolute Advantage, minutes of May 19, 2004 — $327.39

•
Absolute Advantage, minutes of June 2, 2004 — $239.29

•
Absolute Advantage, minutes of July 7, 2004 — $432.01

•
Absolute Advantage, minutes of July 21, 2004 — $490.21

•
Absolute Advantage, minutes of August 4, 2004 — $223.82

Motion carried unanimously.

8.  Approval of Minutes
Motion by Jackie Snow, seconded by Ralph Chase, to approve the minutes of the August 4, 2004, meeting as presented. Motion carried, 5-2, with all in favor with the exception of Brian Ameche and Dave Foley (in abstention).

9.  Miscellaneous
On Route 68 at the corner of Route 157, George Eames noted that a truck owned by Jay Meadows remains parked for extended periods of time; the sole purpose appears to be serving as a billboard sign (off-premises advertising sign). Mr. Meadows will be notified.

George Eames stated that a letter was received from Steve Levy, chief of the Durham Volunteer Fire Department, regarding the 90-foot strip along Main Street (adjacent to the town-owned house being considered for donation to Homes for Habitat). Frontage would be about 75 feet for the house (instead of 100 feet). There is an application pending for a variance from the Zoning Board of Appeals.

Richard Eriksen stated that the septic system would require an upgrade with full engineering before any occupancy. If the fire department gains a 90-foot strip, there would be inadequate space to have for reserves for the house. 

Brian Ameche noted that the fire company may be seeking to expand their facility based upon previous meetings with department representatives. Richard Eriksen suggested that it would be appropriate to ask the fire company what their future facility needs are so that appropriate planning can take place.

There has not yet been an official 8-24 referral to the Planning and Zoning Commission on this matter. Once that occurs, the clock will begin ticking (in particular, if the Commission wishes to hold a public hearing—the general consensus of the Commission). 

A letter was received from Judy Snyder regarding the hazardous waste collection day on October 9, 2004, at the Lawrence School in Middletown. 

Richard Vynalek addressed the Commission. A year ago, ongoing truck traffic parking for Dunkin Donuts along Route 17 “blew out the curb.” Several cones were put there by the State of Connecticut DOT and the curb was subsequently repaired. Trucks continue to park along the road; it blocks the line of sight for his daughter’s business (Durham Feed and Grain). The Commission noted that this is really a matter for the Department of Transportation and the Board of Selectmen (as traffic control), and the state police (resident trooper). 

Geoffrey Colegrove indicated that while the town cannot install “no parking” signs, the state would be responsible for this (with a request from the Board of Selectmen/traffic control considered). 

George Eames noted that there is still a problem at Durham Village, 16 Main Street. There have been some discussions with tenants and there is some agreement on one uniform sign; however, not everyone is in agreement. Richard Eriksen stated that the regulations call for the sandwich signs being removed every evening; perhaps removal should occur by the town in the evening. Geoffrey Colegrove indicated only two sandwich boards per property are allowed during the day. Notice of zoning violation will be provided to the property owner (who does not want to get involved in signage); this may prompt him to take action. 

Dave Foley indicated that there is the same problem occurring at Ozick Drive with permanent and semi-permanent signs and sandwich boards appearing regularly. Geoffrey Colegrove will verify that the day care facility can actually have a sign because their property runs up to Route 68 (however, the sign can’t be on the state right-of-way). Real estate signs are allowed. 

Ed Grimes stated that Mr. Ozick has indicated that he wants to install a common sign for the property and will be coming forward before the Commission for an approval.

10.  Town Planner’s Report
The Ryan property on New Haven Road is filing for bankruptcy. A new lien in the amount of about $1,600 was filed recently; about $7,000 in liens in favor of the town have been filed. Geoffrey Colegrove briefly recanted the history of the site, which underwent changes (junk deleted, junk added) as recently as the past few weeks.

Motion by Dave Foley, seconded by Jackie Snow, to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 p.m. Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Jan Melnik

9/22/04

