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TOWN OF DURHAM
Planning and Zoning Commission

P.O. Box 428

Durham, Connecticut 06422-0428

MINUTES OF OCTOBER 20, 2004, MEETING

Present

Members:
Al Bradanini, George Eames, Richard Eriksen, Dave Foley, 


Jim Kowolenko, Jan Melnik, Jackie Snow

Town Planner:    Geoffrey Colegrove

Alternate:  Ralph Chase

Absent

Members:
Brian Ameche, Dian O’Neal

Alternates:  
Frank DeFelice, Gene Riotte

The meeting was called to order by George Eames, Chairman, at 7:30 p.m. 

Ralph Chase was seated on the Commission in Brian Ameche’s place.  

1.
Approval of Agenda
Motion by Jan Melnik, seconded by Jackie Snow, to approve the agenda of the October 20, 2004, meeting as presented. Motion carried unanimously.

2. Public Session

No business.

3.    8-24 Review and Recommended Acceptance of Berten Ridge Road

Given there are some outstanding issues, this agenda item was tabled until the next meeting.

4.  Discussion of Signs
A presentation is anticipated at the next meeting by representatives of Durham Village (some of the merchants). Many of the sandwich board signs have been removed over the recent week. Possibilities may include using internal signage within the site to direct traffic to various levels of the property. It was noted that the Commission cannot legally grant permission for a sign to be erected within the state right-of-way.

Richard Eriksen, seated at 7:34 p.m., suggested that consideration be given by the merchants to common signage featuring the property as a destination (i.e., “The Shoppes at Durham Village”), then using internal signage to direct to individual establishments.

Zoning Enforcement Officer Ed Grimes noted that he has spoken with Dian O’Neal several times about the sandwich board she has outside her business on Main Street. A letter will be sent. 

A letter will also be sent to the property owner located across from the garden center on Route 68 regarding the sale of unregistered vehicles.

Ed Grimes will investigate a possible junkyard situation on Meeting House Hill Road (just after Creamery Road). 

Geoffrey Colegrove stated that the truck parking along Route 68 as a form of advertising has been moved. Meanwhile, a sign application is forthcoming from the Ozick property along Route 68. He also informed the Commission that an application is forthcoming from the flooring/tile business on Mattabesset Drive. 

5.  Payment of Bills

Motion by Al Bradanini, seconded by Ralph Chase, to approve payment of the following bills:

•
Midstate Regional Planning Agency — $2,565.50 (September expenses)

•
Middletown Press —  $56.49 (new charges)

•
Absolute Advantage — $106.67 (minutes of October 6, 2004)

Motion carried, 6-1, with all in favor with the exception of Jan Melnik (in abstention).

6.  Approval of Minutes
Motion by Ralph Chase, seconded by Al Bradanini, to approve the minutes of the October 6, 2004, meeting as presented. Motion carried, 5-2, with all in favor with the exception of Jan Melnik and Dave Foley (in abstention).

7.  Town Planner’s Report
The Commission agreed that a letter should be sent to the operator of the tack shop on Cherry Lane, reminding that no retail sales are allowed in residential zones. 

Geoffrey Colegrove stated that there remain several open issues at the Signature Gordon property development on Powder Hill Road. He is not issuing certificates of occupancy until the bond for the detention basin is either posted or the basin itself is constructed. Town staff needs to address outstanding issues (including Maryann Boord, Kurt Bober, and Brian Curtis—along with Pat Benjamin and Geoffrey Colegrove).

Geoffrey Colegrove will review two referrals from the town of North Branford concerning changes in their regulations which are proposed in the areas of outdoor lighting and accessory buildings.

8.  Miscellaneous
Geoffrey Colegrove raised the issue of the Commission perhaps considering potential changes to zone for the property adjacent to the Arrigoni parcel along Route 147 and in close proximity to the Middlefield industrial zone. This could possibly create a unique commercial-industrial corridor.

Regarding the violation of buffer by Greenland Realty on Old Mountain Road, Geoffrey Colegrove spoke with Attorney Joan Molloy (for the applicant); the buffer will be installed and this will be closely monitored.

Motion by Al Bradanini, seconded by Ralph Chase, to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m. Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Jan Melnik

10/27/04

