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TOWN OF DURHAM
Planning and Zoning Commission

P.O. Box 428

Durham, Connecticut 06422-0428

MINUTES OF DECEMBER 1, 2004, MEETING

Present

Members:
George Eames, Richard Eriksen, Dave Foley, Jim Kowolenko


Jan Melnik, Dian O’Neal, Jackie Snow

Town Planner:    Geoffrey Colegrove

Alternates:  Ralph Chase, Gene Riotte

Absent

Members:
Brian Ameche, Al Bradanini

Alternate:  
Frank DeFelice

The meeting was called to order by George Eames, Chairman, at 7:30 p.m. 

Ralph Chase was seated on the Commission in Brian Ameche’s place. Gene Riotte was seated on the Commission in Al Bradanini’s place.

1.
Approval of Agenda
Motion by Dave Foley, seconded by Gene Riotte, to approve the agenda of the December 1, 2004, meeting as presented. Motion carried unanimously.

2. Public Session

No business.

3.  Scott Gordon, Site Plan Review for Sign, 16 Main Street
Scott Gordon addressed the Commission on behalf of the merchants at 16 Main Street. He presented a rendering of the proposed sign. The main lettered area is approximately 45 square feet; the oval sign atop the rectangular sign is about 12-13 square feet. Generic descriptors are used to describe shops, restaurants, health, and beauty businesses as opposed to actual store names. Each level of the three-tier property will be reflected by a different color. The Commission will initiate a change to the regulations that will permit a sign of this type for such establishments meeting certain criteria (i.e., 20 or so merchants in a single property on a state highway, not to exceed 60 or 65 square feet); the sign is 30 feet back from the front highway and will be two-sided.

Scott Gordon also stated that the tenants would like to retain the right to have up to two sandwich boards—to be taken in at night—at the property to introduce new tenants as well as promote their own businesses periodically. 

The Commission is the “initiator” of this application and will hold a public hearing on January 5, 2005.

4.  Shawomir Malek, Request for a Home Occupation Permit for a Home Office,

     31 Mattabasset Drive

Mr. Malek addressed the Commission and explained that his business installs floor covering; the home occupation will only be for an office (files, phone, computer, etc.) and generate no traffic. Geoffrey Colegrove stated that the whole matter was instigated by a complaint received about employees showing up on the site. Mr. Malek stated that his employees go directly to the job site; there will be no traffic generated by the business. He will prepare an application that includes a drawing (from the assessor’s map) to show the approximate area of the office (estimated to be about 5% of the overall house). This will be on the agenda of the next meeting.

5.   8-24 Review, Cotrona Property, Higganum Road
Geoffrey Colegrove explained that this parcel is landlocked and about four acres in size. The owner is seeking to transfer it to the town in order to settle back taxes. The matter will be tabled until the Conservation Commission reviews this at their next meeting.

6.  Town Planner’s Report
Geoffrey Colegrove reviewed the status of open applications. Zoning Enforcement Officer Ed Grimes indicated that he has given Rick Starr, Wheeler Hill Road, one month to clean up the unregistered vehicles at his property.

Geoffrey Colegrove stated that he had reviewed the site plan for Greenland Realty. Several items are out of compliance, including the stone wall and screenings/plantings along the driveway. The Commission can review this at the site walk on December 11 (meeting at 9:00 a.m., next door to Murphy Pools). 

7.  Payment of Bills

Motion by Ralph Chase, seconded by Gene Riotte, to approve payment of the following bills:

•
Absolute Advantage — $175.20 (minutes of November 17, 2004)

Motion carried, 8-1, with all in favor with the exception of Jan Melnik (in abstention).

8.  Approval of Minutes
Motion by Ralph Chase, seconded by Jackie Snow, to approve the minutes of the November 17, 2004, meeting as presented. Motion carried, 5-4, with all in favor with the exception of Jan Melnik, Gene Riotte, Dave Foley, and Jim Kowolenko (in abstention).

9.   Miscellaneous
Geoffrey Colegrove will send a letter to 509 Haddam Quarter Road regarding the appearance of a home-based business without an approved permit. A letter will also be sent to a Howd Road resident.

The joint meeting with the Board of Selectmen and Planning and Zoning Commission, originally planned for December 6, has been cancelled and will be rescheduled, perhaps in January.

Geoffrey Colegrove indicated that citizens in Clinton are now petitioning their town over a recently adopted regulation concerning blight.

An application is before the Siting Council to add about 20 additional feet to the height of the telecommunications tower at Blue Hills Road (currently 100 feet).

Dave Foley asked Geoffrey Colegrove to review the site plan for the Cuomo subdivision at the top of Parmelee Hill near Pent Road; there are at least three families already living there, but the driveway improvements have not been made (extending the road width with a tracking pad as well as opening up the access and clearing the line of sight).

Motion by Dave Foley, seconded by Ralph Chase, to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m. Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Jan Melnik

11/24/04

