Durham Public Library

Minutes of Board of Trustees Meeting

October 13, 2004


The meeting was called to order at 7:35 PM. Present: Jane Eriksen,  David Turley, Valerie Harrod,  Anne Mueller, Mary Ryan, , Lynn Stanwood and  Lynn Johnson.  Robert Booz, Mark McLaughlin, and Rosemarie Naples were absent. 

Minutes of the September 14, 2004 meeting were distributed and read. Anne Mueller moved that they be accepted.  Lynn Stanwood seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Treasurers’ Reports

A. Treasurer’s Report - Anne Mueller did not have a written Treasurer’s Report but she stated that the library received a bequest from Rena Logan and donations in honor of the Wilkinson family.

B. Director’s Report - Valerie reported that the library’s bottom line is still within budget but that maintenance expenses are high and may exceed budgeted amounts.

Staff Reports – Valerie Harrod presented the written Director’s Report and the Children’s Librarian’s Report. 

Committee Reports 

A. PALS – Jane Eriksen stated that PALS is still looking for more “big item” donations for the auction. Help will also be needed at the November 1, 2004 auction. PALS is sponsoring a book discussion lead by Hedda Kopf, guest scholar, on Reading Lolita in Tehran, Lolita, and The Great Gatsby starting November 1st. 
B. Building & Maintenance Committee – Front garden issues discussed.

C. Nominating Committee – David Turley presented the slate of officers as follows: Secretary – Mary B. Ryan, Treasurer – Anne Mueller, Correspondence Secretary – Lynn Johnson, Vice-Chair – David Turley, and Chair – Jane Eriksen. There being no other nominations, Mary Ryan as Secretary cast the ballot for the slate as presented. 

Old Business

A. Heating System Study-There was a discussion of the Board’s need to obtain quotations regarding the cost to replace the 1985 HVAC system and to repair, renovate and/or replace the 1997 HVAC system.  David Turley stated that he would email Valerie Harrod a “script” to be used with the HVAC company representatives from Daniels Oil Company and Trane to be scheduled by Valerie to inspect the systems and prepare quotes.

B. Staffing / personnel issues – Valerie reported that as of July 2004 the state minimum entry level salary for an MLS candidate is $22 to $26 per hour.  In order to advertise for positions in the library journal the offered salary must meet this minimum.  Valerie stated that she would be handing in her written resignation on October 13, 2004 effective November 30, 2004. A five member search committee was tentatively formed contingent upon verification that proposed members are willing to serve. A preliminary search committee meeting will be scheduled in the next week or two.

New Business

A. Election of Officers- The slate of officers was elected unanimously. 

B. December Lighting Ceremony – There will not be a volunteer recognition ceremony in December.

C. Scarecrow Contest – The food bank fundraiser asked for permission to conduct its annual scarecrow contest on library grounds for the two week period starting October 16, 2004. Anne Mueller moved that the permission be granted. David Turley seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

The Board will next meet on Tuesday, November 9, 2004 at 7:30 PM. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:25 PM.

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Ryan, Recording Secretary

