Durham Public Library

Minutes of Board of Trustees Meeting

June 8, 2004


The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM. Present: David Turley, Valerie Harrod, Robert Booz, Anne Mueller, Mary Ryan, Rosemarie Naples, Lynn Stanwood and. Lynn Johnson.  Jane Eriksen and Mark McLaughlin were absent. First Selectwoman Maryann Boord was also in attendance, as were Bill O’Neill and Ed Hoyt for parts of the meeting.

Lynn Stanwood moved that the Board change the agenda to accommodate the schedule of the First Selectwoman Maryann Boord who would be in attendance for the meeting.   Bob Booz seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Old Business

A. Parking Lot Lease- Valerie Harrod presented Jane Eriksen’s concerns and positions. Mary Ryan explained that the deed for the land swap between the library and the church and the subsequent lease left the four rear parking spaces on library land behind the original library “landlocked” from the library’s exclusive easement [the driveway]. The existing leased area is located in part between the end of the easement and the four spaces.  Valerie reported that she emailed all the libraries in LION to find out if they have parking arrangements with non-profits and had not heard back.  There was discussion regarding whether the United Churches’ 1-plus acre of land on which the leased parking resides is in fact a building lot.   

Minutes of the May 11, 2004 meeting were distributed and read. Bob Booz moved that they be accepted.  Lynn Stanwood seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Treasurers’ Reports

A. Treasurer’s Report - Anne Mueller reported that there had not been much activity last month.  

B. Director’s Report - Valerie Harrod reported that the library’s bottom line is still within budget. Building Maintenance expenses are over-budget for that line item.

Staff Reports – Valerie Harrod presented the written Director’s Report and Children’s Librarian’s Report. 

Committee Reports 

A. PALS – Help is needed on Saturday June 12, 2004 at 2:30 PM to move boxes of books and set up for the Book Sale on Friday June 18 & Saturday June 19, 2004. Lynn Stanwood circulated a sign-up sheet for help on June 12th and during the week before the sale. 
B. Building & Maintenance Committee – Valerie reported that she spoke to Kurt Bober and he stated that he’d look in the attic for the missing mechanicals for the library, but Valerie has not heard back from Kurt on this matter. Rosemarie Naples will follow-up.

Rosemarie Naples moved that the Board go back to the agenda. Lynn Stanwood seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Old Business

A. Parking Lot Lease- Bob Booz moved that the Board go into executive session for purposes of contract discussion and negotiation. Lynn Johnson seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 

The Board came out of executive session and met with Ed Hoyt representing the United Churches of Durham to discuss the church’s position on the lease.  Mr. Hoyt indicated that all of the items addressed in previous correspondence between the Selectman and the Church were now negotiable.  He stated that the church was at the point of “[w]hat is a fair price?” Mr. Hoyt also presented a chart showing parking rental rates in Durham.  Selectwoman Maryann Boord indicated that at previous discussions of the chart with the Selectmen it was decided that the Renee’s Liquor rental would not be considered because it is so out-of-whack with the rest.  Selectwoman Boord also indicated that the chart shows commercial rents not non-profit rentals. She also informed Mr. Hoyt that the Northford library leases use of the church parking lot in exchange for snow plowing the lot.  When asked what the Durham Market pays for use of the church parking lot, Mr. Hoyt informed the Board that the Durham Market plows the entire lot including the lower lot in exchange for use. When questioned whether purchase of the existing rental portion of the Church’s lot was a possibility, Mr. Hoyt indicated that there were some members of the congregation who adamantly oppose sale at any price, while others are open. The Board informed Mr. Hoyt that they were still gathering information and expected to make a recommendation to the Board of Selectman at their next meeting. 

B. Children’s Room Improvements- Valerie reported that the carpeting had still not arrived. 

New Business

Valerie Harrod  requested that the date of the next meeting be changed to July 6, 2004 because two members had a conflict. Rosemarie Naples so moved. Anne Mueller seconded. The motion passed unanimously.


The Board will next meet on Tuesday, July 6, 2004 at 7:30 PM. 


The meeting adjourned at 9:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Ryan, Recording Secretary

