Durham Public Library

Minutes of Board of Trustees Meeting

January 13, 2004


The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM. Present: Valerie Harrod, Anne Mueller, Mary Ryan, Mark McLaughlin, Lynn Johnson and Jane Eriksen.  David Turley, Robert Booz, and Rosemarie Naples were absent. 

Minutes of the November 18, 2003 meeting were distributed and read. Mark McLaughlin moved that they be accepted. Anne Mueller seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Correspondence – Chair Jane Eriksen read thank-you notes written by the staff to the Board.

Treasurer’s Report – Anne Mueller stated that she did not have a formal report, but had turned over last year’s documents to the auditor.

Director’s Report – Valerie Harrod presented the Director’s Report and the Children’s Librarian’s Report. 

Committee Reports 

A. PALS –  Jane Eriksen reported that at the next meeting on January 21, 2004 the members of PALS 

would be addressing letters to potential donors seeking artist contributions to the fall auction.  See also Taste of Durham below.
A. Building & Maintenance Committee – Valerie Harrod reported continuing problems with the HVAC systems and window leakage due to ice build-up. 

B. Development Fund: Taste of Durham – The Taste of Durham is scheduled for Saturday, February 7, 2004.  Board members are needed to volunteer to help with set-up, serving and clean-up.  Due to the resignation of Karen Brown, Laurie Stevens has taken over as Chair and PALS is the de facto committee running the event.

Old Business

A. Records Retention Policy – Anne Mueller moved that the Board approve the procedure to the staff regarding implementation of the library’s confidentiality policy.  Lynn Johnson seconded.  Mark McLaughlin abstained.  Jane Eriksen, Mary Ryan, Lynn Johnson, and Anne Mueller voted in favor.  The motion passed. In addition, for clarification the Board added information regarding the Patriot’s Act and as a continuation of the existing Confidentiality Policy and also attached copies of the Connecticut State Library’s Municipal Records Retention Schedule M-11 to this section of its policies. 

B. Technology Plan – Mary Ryan moved that the Board approve the proposed Durham Public Library Technology Plan for 2004-2006 to meet the e-rate program requirements.  Anne Mueller seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 

New Business

A. Budget 2004-2005 – Mark McLaughlin moved that the Board accept the proposed budget as modified. Anne Mueller seconded. After discussion the motion passed unanimously.

B. Other – Anne Mueller moved that the Board go into Executive Session to discussion personnel matters.  Mark McLaughlin seconded.  The motion passed unanimously and the Board went into Executive Session at 8:40 PM.  The Board returned from Executive Session at 8:43 PM


The Board will next meet on Tuesday, February 10, 2004 at 7:30 PM. 


The meeting adjourned at 8:44 PM.

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Ryan, Recording Secretary

