Town of Durham

Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Agency

Regular Meeting Minutes

Monday, March 14, 2005

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:35 PM by Vice-Chairman Dick Eriksen at the Durham Public Library. 

Roll Call: Members present: Dick Eriksen, Bob Czarnecki, Lynn Lawson and Joel LaBella.  Alternates present: Trish Dynia. 
     

Seating of Alternates: Trish Dynia was seated for George Zeeb.  

Approval of Agenda: A motion was made by Joel LaBella, seconded by Lynn Lawson, to approve the agenda with the following change: Agenda Item 9 should read, “drain to a pond,” not “create a pond.”  The motion passed unanimously. 

Approval of Minutes: A motion was made by Bob Czarnecki, seconded by Dick Eriksen, to approve the February 14, 2005 minutes as presented. The motion passed unanimously with Trish Dynia abstaining. 

Public Session: No members of the public wished to speak regarding non-agenda items.  

PJM Properties LLC, Update an Activity within an Inland Wetlands Regulated Area and/or within the 100’ Upland Review Area, 21 Ozick Drive: Attorney Raymond Lemley presented the ‘as-built’ map, which was completed by Pat Benjamin of Bascom and Benjamin Engineers. Attorney Lemley stated that all vehicles and other stored objects had been removed from the 100-foot upland review area. Mr. Benjamin noted that the physical flagging of the wetlands had not been completed due to the continuing winter weather. Wetland Enforcement Officer Geoff Colegrove presented the previously approved site plan which shows a small area of wetlands which had been filled with the Commission’s approval. Attorney Lemley stated that fill which had been placed without approval would be removed in the Spring. The applicant will return with a new plan prior to conducting any further activity. 

Daniel Jacobs, Activity within 100’ of a Wetland to drain into a Pond, 76R David Road: Mr. Jacobs stated that he had consulted with Mr. Colegrove regarding the overflow of an artesian well on his 16-acre property. Mr. Colegrove suggested that the applicant install a pipe which would redirect the water to an existing pond on the property. Pat Benjamin indicated that 4” pipe with schedule 40 piping would be sufficient, and that there should be no need for rip rap because the water flow is barely 2 gallons per minute and there is sufficiently thick grass in the pond area to absorb the flow and eliminate any danger of gulleying. The Commission determined that this activity warranted an application for review rather than permit and the applicant paid the $125 fee ($95, Durham, $30, State) in cash to the Secretary.    
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A motion was made by Trish Dynia, seconded by Lynn Lawson, that the Commission had reviewed the application and approved the piping of excess water from the spring to the pond, utilizing piping as described.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Old Blue Hills Associates, LLP, Construction of a Septic System within 100’ of a Wetland, Southwoods Road: Pat Benjamin presented the site development plan for this 3.6 acre, land-locked parcel off of old Blue Hills Road. Mr. Benjamin noted on the map that there is an easement for the property through an adjacent three-acre lot. The town sanitarian conducted soil testing on the lot last year. The well has been sited in the front yard. Due to extensive ledge in the backyard, the septic has been located within 100 feet of a nearby wetland, with the closest reserve trenches within 70 feet and closest primary trenches within 87 feet. 

A motion was made by Joel LaBella, seconded by Bob Czarnecki, that there is no activity in the wetlands.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Wetland Enforcement Officer’s Report: None

Payment of Bills: A motion was made by Bob Czarnecki, seconded by Lynn Lawson, to pay the following bills: Middletown Press, Legal Ads, $105.72; Trish Dynia, Secretarial Services, $97.50; Midstate Regional Planning Agency, IWA Regulation copies, $49.00, and CACIWC Dues, $90.00.  The motion passed unanimously with Trish Dynia abstaining.  

Miscellaneous: None.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM.

Respectfully submitted, 

Patricia Dynia

Recording Secretary

Cc: Town Clerk, Midstate Regional Planning Agency

