Town of Durham

Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Agency

Regular Meeting Minutes

Monday, February 14, 2005

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM by Vice-Chairman Dick Eriksen at the Durham Public Library. 

Roll Call: Members present: Dick Eriksen and Bob Czarnecki. Alternates present: Bryan Addy, Trish Dynia and Michael Fumiatti. 
     

Seating of Alternates: Bryan Addy was seated for George Zeeb, Trish Dynia for Steve Comen and Michael Fumiatti for Joel LaBella.  

Approval of Agenda: A motion was made by Bob Czarnecki, seconded by Michael Fumiatti, to approve the agenda as presented.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Approval of Minutes: A motion was made by Bob Czarnecki, seconded by Michael Fumiatti, to approve the January 10, 2005 minutes with the following changes: Public Hearing, paragraph 1, line 15, remove the word “during”; Town Wells section, paragraph 2, line 5, change the word “hour” to “minute”; paragraph 10, change the word “ above” to “outside.” The motion passed unanimously with Trish Dynia abstaining. 

Public Session: No members of the public wished to speak regarding non-agenda items.  

Mark Paturzo, Proposed Dredging of Pond, 16 Guire Road: The Commission conducted a site walk of the property on February 12th. It was determined that Mr. Colegrove and the applicant need to get together to look at the project once more and make some revisions. Since the work will not happen for several months, it was determined that the best course of action would be for the applicant to withdraw and reapply once the plans have been finalized. At that time, the Commission will waive any additional fees. Mr. Paturzo wrote out and signed a note agreeing to withdraw his application. 

Old Blue Hills Associates, Construction of a House, Well and Septic System within 100’ of a Wetland, Old Blue Hills Road, Owners: John Matteo and Barbara Bianchi: Pat Benjamin spoke for the applicants regarding a two-.lot subdivision. On Lot one, containing 7.18 acres, both the septic system and a portion of the driveway have been located within 100 feet of wetlands. On Lot 2, containing 2.93 acres, a portion of the driveway, septic and house have been located within 100 feet of wetlands. Mr. Benjamin reported that town sanitarian Bill Milardo had conducted the soil testing, and he described in detail the erosion and soil control measures to be undertaken during construction. 

A motion was made by Mr. Czarnecki, seconded by Bryan Addy, that there is no activity in the wetlands. The motion passed unanimously. 

William Bacon, Proposed Regulated Activity, Old Blue Hills Road:  Mr. Benjamin spoke for the applicant, who is being required to construct a new driveway across wetlands on his property at 97R Old Blue Hills Road. Since the house was constructed in 1972, the owners have accessed the property via a common driveway with the owners of 63R Old Blue Hills Road. This situation was approved with the proviso that the owners construct a new driveway on their own property once Old Blue Hills Road was improved. The current owners of 63R, Tom and Lisa Chabot, have requested that the Bacons conform to this requirement as soon as possible. 

Mr. Benjamin distributed copies of Section 4.1 B of the Durham Inland Wetlands and Watercourses regulations, which indicates that the Bacons must be allowed to construct this driveway over wetlands because the lot was approved prior to adoption of the above-referenced regulations. 

In a memo dated 2/14/05, Wetland Enforcement Officer Geoff Colegrove concurred with the above, adding however, that the applicant, “Needs to show the Commission that the proposal has been designed to minimize, to the extent possible, negative impacts on the wetland resources.”    

Mr. Benjamin described the plans, which include the construction of a gravel driveway with permeable fill, ½” pipe, and 4 x 8 concrete junction box. He noted plans for silt fencing and check dams.  All indications were that appropriate erosion and sediment controls would be in place.

A motion was made by Dick Eriksen, seconded by Bryan Addy, that the Commission has reviewed the plan, and due care and diligence should be taken regarding E & S controls to limit damage to the wetlands.  The motion passed unanimously. 

PUBLIC HEARING

PJM Properties LLC, Activity within an Inland Wetlands Regulated Area and/or within the 10’ Upland Review Area, 21 Ozick Drive: A motion was made by Michael Fumiatti, seconded by Trish Dynia, to open the public hearing at 8:00 PM.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Mr. Eriksen noted that the same members were present and seated. Pat Benjamin of Bascom and Benjamin reported that his firm had been hired to flag the wetlands but they would be unable to do so until the snow melts. They hope to complete the flagging later this month. Mr. Benjamin submitted a memo to the Commission to that effect. Zoning Enforcement Officer Geoff Colegrove submitted a memo recommending that the cease and desist order be continued until March 9, 2005. 

A motion was made by Trish Dynia, seconded by Mike Fumiatti, to close the public hearing.  The motion passed unanimously. 

A motion was made by Bob Czarnecki, seconded by Bryan Addy, to continue the cease and desist order on PJM Properties. The motion passed unanimously.

Wetland Enforcement Officer’s Report: None

Payment of Bills: A motion was made by Bryan Addy, seconded by Michael Fumiatti, to pay the following bills: Trish Dynia, Secretarial Services, $97.50, and the Middletown Press, legal ad publication, $415.74. The motion passed unanimously with Trish Dynia abstaining.  

Miscellaneous: Mr. Eriksen welcomed new members and apprised them of various workshops available to wetland agency members. 

Mr. Czarnecki asked that he be informed via e-mail when there is to be a site walk  

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM.

Respectfully submitted, 

Patricia Dynia

Recording Secretary

Cc: Town Clerk, Midstate Regional Planning Agency

