Town of Durham

Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Agency

Regular Meeting Minutes

Monday, January 10, 2005

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:40 PM by Vice-Chairman Dick Eriksen at the Durham Public Library. 

Roll Call: Members present: Dick Eriksen, Al Petrzel, Joel LaBella, Bob Czarnecki and Lynn Frankel. Alternates present: Trish Dynia 
     

Seating of Alternates: Trish Dynia was seated for George Zeeb. 

Approval of Agenda: A motion was made by Bob Czarnecki, seconded by Lynn Frankel, to approve the agenda as presented.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Approval of Minutes: A motion was made by Bob Czarnecki, seconded by Lynn Frankel, to approve the December 13, 2004 minutes as presented. The motion passed unanimously with Trish Dynia abstaining. 

Public Session: No members of the public wished to speak regarding non-agenda items.  

PUBLIC HEARING

PJM Properties LLC, Activity within an Inland Wetlands Regulated Area and/or within the 10’ Upland Review Area, 21 Ozick Drive: Vice-Chairman Dick Eriksen called the hearing to order at 8:20 PM. Dick Eriksen reviewed the history of the cease and desist and stated that during a December 11, 2004 site walk of the property at was determined that the wetlands had not yet been flagged as previously requested. Mr. Eriksen then distributed copies of the cease and desist letter sent by Wetlands Enforcement Officer Geoff Colegrove on January 3, 2005. The letter stated that during the December 11 joint site walk between Planning and Zoning and Inland, Wetlands, it was determined that motor vehicles were being stored and trees cut within the 100 foot upland review area, and that gravel parking area on the south side of the AT&T easement is not shown on any site plan. Attorney Raymond Lemley spoke for the property owner and assured the Commission that they were currently working with Bascom/Magnotta on the wetland flagging project. Attorney Lemley stated that they do not think any of the activities have actually been within the review area but that would be determined once the flagging is completed. He also indicated that during AT&T considered the easement to be non-issue. Attorney Lemley further assured the Commission that there would be no more activity and they hope to have plans ready for the February meeting. 

A motion was made by Trish Dynia, seconded by Joel LaBella, to continue the cease and desist order and public hearing to the February meeting.  The motion passed unanimously.
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Mark Paturzo, Proposed Dredging of Pond, 16 Guire Road: At the May 10, 2004 meeting, the applicant was given permission to clear excess brush, pricker bushes, tree stumps etc, in and around this pond which had been neglected for many years.  At that time the applicant was also asked to return to the Commission if additional work was planned. At this time, Mr. Paturzo provided pictures of the now snow-covered area which showed that the requested work had been completed. Mr. Paturzo stated that he now wants to stabilize the bank, dig the pond and repair or replace the existing pipe which was actually placed there years ago (unauthorized) and transfers water to and from the pond via the Coginchaug Stream. The Commission scheduled a February 12, 2005 site walk. Members will meet on site at 9:00 AM.  

Town Wells and Related Piping on White’s Farm: A motion was made by Trish Dynia, seconded by Joel Labella, to waive all fees.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Water Commission Member Leo Willett and Allan Braig of Connecticut Water Company their plans, which calls for the drilling of two wells near the southeast corner of White’s Farm approximately 200 feet from the Durham Fair wells. In order to avoid the headache of applying for and receiving a DEP diversion permit, the wells we draw only 30-35 gallons per hour. The company has proposed an eight foot fence to keep traffic off the gravel roadway leading to the wells and they do not anticipate a need for fill. The movable gateway would allow for company access should repairs be necessary. Dick Eriksen stated that although the wetlands have not been flagged in this area, they are going on the assumption that it is indeed wetland. Mr. Braig concurred, adding that the project is above the 100-year flood plain as required by DEP. The two to three inch diameter polyethylene pipes to connect to the booster station will be placed along the side of the existing gravel road to minimize digging. Sima Drilling Company has been contracted to dig the wells and the Design Engineer will be Weston and Sampson Engineering, Inc. 

A motion was made by Bob Czarnecki, seconded by Lynn Frankel, that we have previewed the project agree with the concept, no significant concerns pending final permit application.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Wetland Enforcement Officer’s Report: None

Payment of Bills: A motion was made by Al Petrzel, seconded by Joel LaBella, to pay the following bills: Trish Dynia, Secretarial Services, $97.50, and the Middletown Press, legal ad publication, $369.60. The motion passed unanimously with Trish Dynia abstaining.  

Election of Officers: A motion was made by Lynn Frankel, seconded by Al Petrzel, to appoint the following officers for 2005:  George Zeeb, Chairman; Dick Eriksen, Vice-Chairman; Joel LaBella, secretary.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Miscellaneous: None. 

Town of Durham, Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Agency, January 10, 2005, Minutes, Page 3 of 3
    

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM.

Respectfully submitted, 

Patricia Dynia

Recording Secretary

Cc: Town Clerk, Midstate Regional Planning Agency

