Town of Durham

Historic District Commission

Meeting Minutes

Thursday, March 3, 2005

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 8:10 PM by Chairman Alan Reed at Durham Town Hall.  

Roll Call: Members present: Alan Reed, Norman Jason, Duncan Milne and Trish Dynia. Alternates present: Linda Bertelsen and Clay Howe. Members absent: George Zeeb and Gordon Wolfgang.  
     

Seating of Alternates:  Linda Bertelsen and Clay Howe were seated.  

Welcome New Members: Chairman Reed welcomed new member Norman Jason to the Commission. 

New Business: Chairman Reed distributed information packets regarding the application of vinyl siding on historic homes. He also distributed copies of the Commissions application form.  A brief discussion ensued regarding the application of vinyl materials as well as the availability and quality of traditional materials. Avenues for educating members on the appropriateness of various siding and window materials were discussed. Mr. Howe noted that the Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation offers workshops throughout the year and Mr. Milne offered to provide members with siding and window material catalogs to provide somewhat of an idea as to their appropriateness and overlook look. It was noted that Commission members Duncan Milne and Gordon Wolfgang have already been instrumental in educating members regarding these matters.  

The Commission briefly discussed the means by which long-term Commission members serving as alternates could be moved into regular member positions. Chairman Reed stated that he would look into this matter.

The Commission needs to determine a method by which it can track application approvals. There needs to be some follow up to ensure that the projects are completed as approved. 

Mr. Clay suggested that bright orange cones, or other easily seen objects, could be placed at the center of each of Main Street’s non-signaled crosswalks. He noted that this method has been used successfully in many towns as a means to slow vehicles down  and more frequently stop for pedestrians in crosswalks. 

Chairman Reed reported that he is looking into having the Historic Commission signs, which are located at the Main Street and Route 68 entrances to the Historic District, repainted.   

Old Business: Chairman Reed reported that the Finance Board seemed to react favorably to the proposed budget. The final budget is scheduled for a vote on May 9th.  Office supply needs were discussed. 
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Chairman Reed is in the process of obtaining a copy of the walking brochure text for the Commission to review, edit and ultimately have printed.  

Approval of Minutes: A motion was made by Clay Howe, seconded by Duncan Milne, to accept the February 17, 2005 minutes as distributed. The motion passed unanimously with Trish Dynia abstaining.

Adjournment: A motion was made by Trish Dynia, seconded by Norman Jason, to adjourn the meeting at 9:10 PM. The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Patricia Dynia

Clerk

Cc: Town Clerk

