DURHAM CEMETERY COMPANY 

MEETING MINUTES

September 1, 2004

President Barbara Olsen, at 7:30pm at the Durham Public Library, called the meeting to order.

Officers and Directors Present: Barbara Olsen, Richard Olsen, Phylllis Naples-Valenti, Peg Atwell, Bob Atwell, Mary DiMella, Laura Francis, Bob White, Lew Hinman, Doug Harmon, Tom Palmieri, Tom Anderson, Art Bielefield, Ann Shephardson, Dolores Caturano, Sexton Ken Jay

Minutes:   A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes of 5-5-04,with the reminder that the secretary should include a schedule of fees.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Fee Schedule 

Burial Lot - $500




Cremation Lot - $150




Cremation Opening & Burial 
- $100.00




Burial Opening - $500.00

Sexton’s Report –– Ken Jay reported that there was one cremation burial in the Center Cemetery.  There was one full burial and two cremation burials at Mica Hill.  There were 38 lots sold in Mica Hill Cemetery for a total of $14,200.00 in income.  All three cemeteries have been mowed and maintained on a weekly basis.  Peg Atwell asked Ken to trim along the fence line at the Center Cemetery.  Tom Anderson wondered whether that is an extra job not included in our maintenance agreement.  Ken agreed to assess the job.  If it took more than a few hours and needed extra crew, he would give us a quote.  If not, he would do the job as part of regular maintenance.  The motion passed unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report – 

1. Tom Palmieri and Tom Anderson presented the Annual Report.  Fees due the Town of Durham were paid for the last three years. Revenue from lot sales were down. The balance in investment income reflects changes that were made to increase dividends to cover operating expenses.  Investments remain stable. A motion was made and seconded to accept the treasurer’s report.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote.

President’s Report – 

1. Barbara Olsen reported that the restoration work is complete.  The wrapping material will remain on the stones until the work is cured.  Barbara will contact Fran Korn, Chairman of the Board of Finance for reimbursement for half of the expense as approved at the Annual Budget Meeting.  Bob Atwell noticed a black substance coating some of the stones in the Center Cemetery.  He treated them but would not know for a few more weeks if the treatment worked.

2. Barbara Olsen appointed Bob White, Doug Harmon and Laura Francis to a nominating committee to elect five directors whose terms of office are up in 2004 (DiMella, Palmieri, Hinman, Caturano, M. Atwell).  The Committee shall make a report at the November meeting.

3. Wimler Acquisition – Ken Jay met with Ray Wimler and  agreed on the 12 lots that would be exchanged for the property.  Both Ken and Ray have recommended that a retaining wall be built to level off the steep grading in that area.  The wall would have the Wimler name on it and be built at Wimler expense.  The membership was uncomfortable approving the recommendation until a sketch was brought before the company.  Ken Jay agreed to bring a copy of the map and a sketch of the wall for the next meeting.

4. Ken Jay mentioned that he is having difficulty selling unmonumented lots and recommended that we allow flush stone markers for those graves.  A motion was made by Laura Francis and seconded by several to allow flush marker up to 14” x 36”.  The motion was approved with a unanimous vote.

5. Bob White inquired how we are going to handle renumbering block six after the acquisition of the Wimler property.   It was agreed to keep the numbers as is and to add new numbers to the additional lots.

Old Business 

1. Dolores Caturano reported that Mica Hill has to be mulched in the fall.  She will put in hostas and sedum.  She asked Ken Jay if anything could be done with the crab grass that grows on the mulch.  He recommended applying Roundup followed by Preen and advised that it is best to do that in the spring.

2. Barbara Olsen asked Bob Atwell to extend our sincere appreciation to the Durham Historical Society for the great success of the Decoration Day event.

A motion was made, seconded and passed to adjourn at 9:00 p.m.

Submitted by Laura Francis, Secretary

