DURHAM CEMETERY COMPANY 

MEETING MINUTES

November 3, 2004

President Barbara Olsen, at 7:30pm at the Durham Public Library, called the meeting to order.

Officers and Directors Present: Bob White, Dick Olsen, Lew Hinman, Dolores Caturano, Laura Francis, Ann Shephardson, Sexton, Ken Jay, Art Bielefield, Bob Atwell, Peg Atwell, Barbara Olsen, Tom Palmieri

Secretary’s Report: A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes of 9-1-04. The motion passed unanimously.  

A motion was made to accept March 2, May 4, September 7 and November 9 for the 2005 meeting dates.  The motion passed unanimously.


Sexton’s Report –– Ken Jay reported that there were 3 cremation burials in the Center Cemetery.  There was one full burial at Mica Hill Cemetery.  All 3 cemeteries have been mowed and maintained on a weekly basis.  Vines and trees growing through the fences at the Center Cemetery were cut and removed as part of regular maintenance.  Fall leaf clean up has begun and will continue as needed until winter.  A motion to accept the Sexton’s report was made and seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report – 

1. Tom Palmieri reported that the town’s contribution towards the monument repair has been received.  The Cemetery Company funds came from the perpetual care account. Approximately $17,000 of $20,000 that was allocated for restoration has been used.  Several “odd lot” stocks were sold.  Dividend revenue has accrued as planned.   A motion was made and seconded to accept the treasurer’s report.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote.

President’s Report – 

1. Barbara Olsen reported that the stone wall between the Historical Society building and the Center Cemetery is damaged.  Ken Jay recommended that we wait until the spring to make any repairs. All agreed.

2. Bob Atwell and Bob White have cleaned some of the marble stones in the Center Cemetery with a bleach/water mixture.  Barbara Olsen and Laura Francis agreed that the results were remarkable.  Barbara conducted research and learned that the bleach would have no ill effects and concluded that Bob and Bob should continue the work.  All agreed.

Old Business 

1. Bob White, Chairman of the Nominating Committee made a motion for the secretary to cast a ballot for the appointment of the following officers and directors to a 2007 term of office: Mary G. DiMella, Ass't Secretary, Tom Palmieri, Treasurer, Lewis Hinman, Dolores Caturano, Margaret S. Atwell, Vice-President, Barbara Olsen, President, Laura Francis, Secretary,  Tom Andersen, Assistant Treasurer.  The motion passed unanimously.

2. Ken Jay  displayed a sketch of the proposed stone wall to be constructed on the Wimler lots (that would be exchanged for land abutting Mica Hill Cemetery).  The wall would be 2ft high tapering off to 6” and would level off the steep grade on one side of the property and allow for the Wimler name to be monumented.  Many were concerned that the wall would become a focal point of the entire cemetery and not provide that much benefit as a retaining wall.  In fact, the wall may prove to be a detriment to parking, driving access and maintenance.  Barbara Olsen stated that the agreement with Mr. Wimler is to transfer 12 lots for the abutting property.  Any monument that the Wimler family desires to erect must meet cemetery regulations or be specially approved by the Board of Directors.  The Board agreed and directed Barbara to reiterate that message to Mr. Wimler.
New Business

1. The flag light in the Center Cemetery is not working properly.  Ken Jay changed the bulbs and concluded that the problem is most likely the sensor.  Barbara Olsen agreed to follow-up with the electrician.   

2. Bob White stated that the brush along the Maple Avenue fence line need be be cleared out.  Laura Francis will ask Kurt Bober to contact Bob White and Lew Hinman to discuss a work plan.

A motion was made, seconded and passed to adjourn at 8:15 p.m.

Submitted by Laura Francis, Secretary

