Town of Durham

Conservation Commission

Regular Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, September 14, 2004

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 PM by Chairman Brian Ameche at the Durham Public Library.

Members Present: Brian Ameche, Ray Bahr, Ralph Chase, Bill LaFlamme, Adam Moore and Rick Terrill. 

Members Absent:  Warren Herzig, Rick Huntley and Bob Melvin

1.  Approval of July and August meeting minutes: A motion was made by Ralph Chase, seconded by Ray Bahr, to approve the July, 2004 minutes as written, and the August, 2004 minutes with the following change: Page 1, Item 2, Paragraph 4 – should read Ray Bahr, not Rah Bahr. The motion passed unanimously 

2.   Amendments to Agenda/Approval of Agenda:  A motion was made by Ralph Chase, seconded by Rick Terrill, to approve the agenda with the following additions: 7.a. Dattco, 7.b. Tilcon Tomasso. The motion passed unanimously. 

3.  Payment of Bills:  A motion was made by Ralph Chase, seconded by Adam Moore, to approve a $142.53 bill from Patricia Dynia for secretarial services in July and August, and a $22.91 bill from CL&P for barn electricity.  The motion passed unanimously. 

4. Public Session: None.

5.  Discussion of drilling on White’s Farm: Commission members Adam Moore and Rick Terrill distributed and reviewed numerous documents pertinent to open space land use in Durham, including the following: 1. Minutes of the May 17, 1965 town meeting at which Durham residents approved the purchase of White’s Farm using State and Federal grants; 2.  Copy of the November 27, 1974 easement allowing the Durham Fair Association to drill and maintain a system of wells on White’s Farm; and 3. General Project Criteria from the Land and Water Conservation Funds Manual.

Adam and Rick were both of the opinion that based on the documents they reviewed, there was no conflict regarding the town’s request to search for a public water supply on White’s Farm. Chairman Ameche agreed with their interpretation of the documents reviewed but stated that his main concern was with the building of structures and fences, ancillary uses he felt might be specifically forbidden. Mr. Ameche encouraged members to be cautious based on lessons learned during the barn re-building process. 

Board of Selectmen members Maryann Boord and Ernie Judson, along with the Town’s health officer Leo Willett, concurred with Adam and Rick’s interpretation, and encouraged the Commission to act quickly on the matter due to time constraints regarding grant money. A lengthy discussion ensued between all parties.

A motion was made by Adam Moore, seconded by Ralph Chase, to approve use of White’s Farm for a town domestic water supply. The motion passed unanimously.  

6. Discussion of proposed Open Space acquisition: A motion was made by Rick Terrill, seconded by Bill LaFlamme, to go into executive session to discuss open space acquisition (8:50 PM). The motion passed unanimously

A motion was made by Ralph Chase, seconded by Ray Bahr, to return to regular session (9:50 PM).  The motion passed unanimously. 

7.  Status of rebuilding and occupying the barn at M-3 (Friendly Acres): Melynda Naples issued barn and office keys to Brian Ameche. Brian reported that the plumber had finished flushing the water lines and health officer Bill Milardo would soon be testing the well. Melynda reported that she will be removing the bushes in the line of site. Melynda also reported that she has been approved for a loan, but the money will not be available until the end of October. 

7.a.  Site Plan Review, Dattco Bus Company: A motion was made by Rick Terrill, seconded by Ralph Chase, that the information provided was inadequate for the Commission to have any comment. The motion passed unanimously. 

7.b. Site Plan Review, Tilcon Tomasso: No comment. 

8.  Status of New Phase of Open Space Acquisition Program: See executive session under item #6 above. 

9.  Open Space Issues Report: None

10. Chairs Report: None

11. Other Business: None

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 PM.

Respectfully submitted, 

Patricia E. Dynia

Recording Secretary

Cc: Laura Francis, George Eames, Jan Muraca   

