TOWN OF DURHAM

Conservation Commission

Regular Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, February 8, 2005
Chairman Brian Ameche at the Durham Public Library called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM.  Chairman welcomed new member Joseph Datillo.

Members Present:  Brian Ameche, Ray Bahr, Ralph Chase, Joseph Datillo, Rick Huntley, Bill     

LaFlamme, Bob Melvin, Adam Moore, Rick Terrill

Approval of December Meeting Minutes:  Ralph Chase, seconded by Rick Terrill to approve the December 14, 2004 minutes, made a motion.  Minutes approved with one abstention by Ray Bahr.  The January 11, 2005 meeting was cancelled due to weather.

Amendments to Agenda / Approval of Agenda:  Ralph Chase, seconded by Rick Terrill to approve the agenda as presented, made a motion.  Motion passed unanimously.

Payment of Bills:  none

Public Session:  Bill Johnson, Chair of the Guilford Land Stewardship Committee and Paul Mei, Planning Steward for the Guilford Land Stewardship Committee presented information about the James Valley Preserve, which abuts the Town of Durham at the northern border. Bob Melvin noted that Durham had joined with Guilford in the acquisition of James Valley & had contributed $20,000 toward the purchase. They are inviting input from the Commission regarding the right of way at Wagon Wheel Road (public or private) & how to approach the neighbors regarding more use of the property.

Status of rebuilding and occupying barn at M-3 (Friendly Acres):  Melynda has received her financing.  Brian Ameche signed a subordination agreement for equipment and supplies.  This agreement allows the lender to come onto the site to take all the fixtures, fittings and equipment that were purchased with the loan without interference by the property owner.  There is cleanup that needs to be done on the site.  A quote for the cleanup will be available for next meeting.

Annual request to use White’s Farm – Blacksheep Squadron of Durham, CT: Ralph Chase, seconded by Rick Terrill to approve the general permit request, made a motion.  Motion passed unanimously.

Site Development Plan Review – Rachel Stern – South Side Haddam Quarter:  There was general discussion.  No comment from the Commission.

Status of Proposed Open Space Acquisitions and Update on the New Phase of Open Space Acquisition Program:  Phase 3 letters were sent.  Several callbacks of interest have been received from the Phase 3 mailing.  Discussion ensued about the potential parcels.

Open Space Issues Report – Dead Hill Road access, Signs, Security, Maintenance, Acquisition, Other:  Annual budget request has been submitted to the Board of Selectmen.  Concerns have been raised about snowmobile use on White’s Farm property.  There is signage indicating that no vehicles allowed off the road.  

Chair’s Report – Correspondence, Memorial Plantings, Other:  The last insurance check of $136,000 for the Barn was received.  Three members received 3-year appointment/re-appointments, Joe Datillo, Bill LaFlamme and Bob Melvin.  Resolution was made by Adam Moore, seconded by Ralph Chase to thank Warren Herzig for his service to the Commission.  Brian Ameche will send a letter of thanks to Warren.

There was discussion of signage for the memorial plantings.  One idea is to have a map stenciled onto a large rock.

Election of Officers:  A motion was made by Adam Moore, seconded by Rick Huntley to elect the current slate of officers to serve for 2005.  Current slate is as follows:  Chair – Brian Ameche, Co-vice Chairs – Ralph Chase and Bob Melvin, Secretary – Bill LaFlamme.  Motion passed unanimously.

Other Business:  none  

The meeting adjourned at 9:25 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Pam Huntley

Recording Secretary

