Town of Durham

Conservation Commission

Special Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, August 31, 2004

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 PM by Chairman Brian Ameche at the Durham Public Library.

Members Present: Brian Ameche, Ray Bahr, Ralph Chase, Bill LaFlamme, Bob Melvin,

                                Adam Moore and Rick Terrill 

Members Absent:  Warren Herzig and Rick Huntley

1.  Amendments to Agenda/Approval of Agenda:  None

2.  Discussion with town officials re: drilling a well on White’s Farm: Water Commission member Leo Willett first distributed pictures showing the current well which serves the Fair with water for livestock and bathroom facilities, and the well house, which houses the chlorinating and metering systems. Dr. Willett stated that, other than normal repairs, he did not expect that there would be other activities in the next 25 years associated with this well. 

Commission member Bob Melvin asked that a fence be installed at the perimeter of this system in order to keep vehicles from parking over the well area and leaking fluids into the ground. Dr. Willett replied that the matter was generally only an issue of concern at fair time and he would prefer to use other means of policing it. In response to a further question from Mr. Melvin regarding whether or not State health officials could require such fencing, Dr. Willett responded that the current system does not qualify as a public water supply under state guidelines. 

Maryann Boord spoke next, giving a brief history of problems encountered by the new Water Commission. Shortly after taking it over, e-coli was discovered in the system and it became necessary to shut down the Cherry Lane well. During discussions with DEP as well as the local water system’s management company, Connecticut Water Company, it was determined that an area just south of the Fair well, also on White’s Farm would provide adequate water for the ailing system. During the process of siting an appropriate location, the option of tapping into the existing well was considered and discarded as this would require a diversion permit. The location chosen is also safely out of the tri-chlor plume created by the Durham and Merriam Manufacturing Companies. 

A motion was made by Adam Moore, seconded by Rah Bahr, to grant permission for the Town of Durham to begin the process of looking into siting a well on White’s Farm as discussed. 

There was lengthy discussion, centering around the concern that the activity might not be allowed based on the state and federal grant monies which were used to purchase the property in the 1960’s. Dr. Willett distributed a meeting notice from May 13, 1965, which lists the activities the Town was considering using the property for at that time. Dr. Willett noted that water supply was listed as number one. However, Chairman Ameche explained that the rules had changed through the years and he was uncomfortable approving the siting of this well prior to reviewing the current grant book located in Jan Muraca’s office at Town Hall. Maryann Boord expressed concern that if this process took too long, the town could loose $750,000 in grant money. Some sort of preliminary approval (prior to final siting and drilling) was needed in order to avoid that situation. 

Adam Moore amended, his above motion, which was again seconded by Ray Bahr, adding the following: such process to include review of pertinent grant documents, drilling of test wells and returning to the next Conservation Meeting for further discussion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

There was further discussion regarding who should review the grant document, which Maryann Boord noted is several hundred pages long. She was not comfortable asking the Town Attorney to review such a lengthy document when she was confident that there would be no problems found. 

A motion was made by Ralph Chase, seconded by Bob Melvin, to move the motion regarding the well process. Chairman Ameche declared the motion failed. (Note: Motion sheet is not legible for a more specific tally on this matter)

Rick Terrill had questions regarding how the Commission would determine the appropriate uses. Brian Ameche felt that should it be necessary, the Commission could utilize money from its Consultant Account to conduct the review. Finally, it was decided that commission members would review the document themselves. At this point the Chairman asked the secretary to read the amended motion, which was then voted on.  

The motion passed unanimously. 

3.  Other Business: Maryann Boord reported that she had been contacted by two town property owners who wish to discuss town purchase of one property and town involvement in another property, which contains a five-acre pond. Brian Ameche stated that he would add those items to the Commissions next regular meeting agenda.  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 PM.

Respectfully submitted, 

Patricia E. Dynia

Recording Secretary

Cc: Laura Francis, George Eames, Jan Muraca   

