TOWN OF DURHAM

Conservation Commission

Regular Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, December 14, 2004
The meeting was called to order at 7:40 PM by Chairman Brian Ameche at the Durham Public Library.

Members Present:  Brian Ameche, Ralph Chase, Rick Huntley, Bill LaFlemme, Bob    

   Melvin, Adam Moore, Rick Terrill

Members Absent:  Ray Bahr and Warren Herzig

Approval of November Meeting Minutes:  A motion was made by Adam Moore, seconded by Rick Terrill to approve the November 9, 2004 minutes.  Minutes approved with one abstention by Bob Melvin.

Amendments to Agenda / Approval of Agenda:  Rick Terrill brought forward an issue regarding the skating pond to be discussed under Other Business.  Brian Ameche has received a site development plan from Cecilia B. Stannard to review.  A motion was made by Ralph Chase, seconded by Bob Melvin to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion passed unanimously.

Payment of Bills:  Bill for 50 open space boundary signs to post along the 500’mark of White’s Farm to delineate the edges of the hunting zone - $728.70.  A motion was made by Rick Huntley, seconded by Bill LaFlemme to approve the payment of the bill.  Motion passed unanimously.

Public Session:  none

Status of rebuilding and occupying barn at M-3 (Friendly Acres):  Status same as at November meeting.  Melynda is still in the process of obtaining financing.  Melynda will be invited to the January 11, 2005 meeting to give the Commission a status report.  There was brief discussion about the need to winterize the barn.  There is no inside plumbing at this time so freezing pipes are not an issue.  

Status of Proposed Open Space Acquisitions and Update on the New Phase of Open Space Acquisition Program:  The third phase of letters will be sent out this week.  General discussion of Jim Scott’s Soil and Water Conservation plan.  Jim will be approached to see if he is willing to go to the next step and get a certified survey and wetlands mapping in order to get a better idea of the property value.  

The Town is being offered a parcel of land in lieu of taxes owed.  The Commission is being asked for a recommendation.  More information about the parcel is need so further discussion was tabled until the next meeting.  

The proposed conservation easement on the site development plan from Cecelia B. Stannard was reviewed.  No comment from the Commission.

Open Space Issues Report – Dead Hill Road access, Signs, Security, Maintenance, Acquisition, Other:  Discussion about securing the entrances to open space properties.  Bob Melvin will get gate prices from Durham Fence Company.  Rick Huntley will get information on the gate design used on state properties.  It was suggested that the Commission walk the properties as a group and identify appropriate areas for the placing of gates.  An open space sign will be placed on the gate at Dunn Hill property.  

Rick Huntley did some cleanup of open space properties.  He took out 2 utility trailer loads of debris out of the Dead Hill Road property.

Ralph Chase attended the Wetlands meeting to present the Commission’s application to perform annual maintenance of the White’s Farm property.  The permit was granted and must be renewed on an annual basis.  

Adam Moore wished to thank the Commission on behalf of the Curtis family for the Curtis Woodlands dedication.

Chair’s Report – Correspondence, Memorial Plantings, Other:  Correspondence was received from George and Irene Roberts regarding the issues they raised at the last meeting, a letter from Kathleen Curtis thanking the Commission for the Curtis Woodlands dedication ceremony.

Discussion about developing map-type signage identifying the memorial plantings on White’s Farm and who they are in memory of.  There have been six plantings; Edwin Eick, Jack Donadio, Austin Ackerman, Carl Otte, Frank Behrens and one other.  

2005 Meeting Dates:  A motion was made by Ralph Chase, seconded by Bob Melvin to accept the 2005 meeting dates of the second Tuesday every month.  Motion passed unanimously.

Other Business:  George Frick questioned Rick Terrill on the legality of some bull dozer work that was done at the skating pond.  The Commission will look into this further.  

Adam Moore’s grandmother has a photo, letter and award when Durham Conservation Commission won the Conservation Organization of the Year award in 1965 for Connecticut.  It was suggested that the award be displayed in the shadow box in the library.  

The meeting adjourned at 9:10 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Pam Huntley, Recording Secretary

