

TOWN OF DURHAM



   Conservation Commission

                         Regular Meeting Minutes

                                    Tuesday November 9,  2004

The meeting was called to order at 7:40 PM by Chairman Brian Ameche at the Durham Public Library.

Members Present: Brian Ameche, Ralph Chase, Bill LaFlamme, Rick Terrill

                                Rick Huntley, Adam Moore, Ray Bahr 

Members Absent:  Bob Melvin 

1. Approval of October Meeting Minutes:  A motion was made by Ralph Chase seconded by Rick Terrill to approve the October 12, 2004 minutes. Minutes approved with abstentions by Adam Moore and Ray Bahr.

2. Amendments to Agenda/ Approval of Agenda: A motion was made by Bill LaFlamme, , seconded by Rick Huntley to approve the agenda as written.  Motion passed unanimously.

3. Payment of Bills:  None.

4. Public Session:  Discussion on Dead Hill Rd property with Irene and George Roberts, Dick Curtis. Irene read a letter to the Commission on her concern over the lack of maintenance, garbage and old appliances on the Dead Hill Rd property, as well as the increased trespass  by four wheel drive vehicles and ATV’s and the Commissions lack of action. George Roberts offered suggestions for gates or boulders to block access.  Chair Brian Ameche offered that the Commission had taken some positive actions by placing signage on the property, discussed blocking access by use of bollards and chains and finally by the installation of gates. Gates were determined to be the best option but costly. He admitted that the Commission had stalled at that point.  Dick Curtis advised of erosion and run off caused by four wheel drive vehicles and ATV’s constant illegal  use of same access and trails. He stated that Friday and Saturday nights are the worse times for the four wheelers and Sunday afternoon for the ATV’s.  Brian advised that the Commission will pursue getting money for gates. 
5. Discussion with Georgica Kearney on Hunting on White’s Farm: Georgica expressed concern about the amount of hunters all over White’s farm.  Hunter’s vehicle’s parking haphazardly in fields etc.  Hunter’s walking the fields with guns while people are walking dogs. Se questioned Sunday hunting.  she expressed concern that areas near the stream are overgrown and strewn with junk. specifically an old gas grill.  The Commission stated that small game hunting is allowed on White’s Farm. Per state law there is no hunting allowed on Sunday. The Commission has marked the 500 ft boundaries in which hunting is not allowed.  Plans are being made to mark these boundaries with visible signage.  Addressing her other concerns regarding areas being overgrown.  The Commission has a standing mowing contract for White’s Farm with Ron Stannard.  However there are areas near the stream within the wetlands that are not allowed to be disturbed without a permit from the Inland Wetlands Commission.  Rick Huntley will make arrangements to get the gas grill out of there.  Georgica stated she would be glad to help if clean up is needed.  

6. Status of rebuilding and occupying the barn at M-3(Friendly Acres):  Melynda  is still in the process of obtaining a loan from her Lending company.  The water system is completed and tested.
7. Status proposed Open Space acquisitions & Update on the New Phase of Open Space Acquisition Program: General discussion of open space acquisition.

8. Open Space Issues Report-Dead Hill Rd access, Signs,Security, Maintenance, Acquisition, Other:  Covered under Public Session.
9. Chair’s Report – Correspondence, Edwin Eick, Jack Donadio & Austin Ackerman memorial plantings, “The Curtis Woodlands memorial sign, Other:  Brian announced that the trees for the memorial plantings have been bought and paid for.  The money temporarily taken out of “ The  Friends of the Durham Conservation Commission Fund”. The Commission has over $2,000.00 in a State of Ct Tree planting fund, the account because of non use is dormant, however the money can still be gotten. Brian will fill out the necessary forms to obtain the money spent on the tree plantings and replace it in The Friends of Durham Conservation Commission account.  Ralph Chase and Bob Melvin placed signage on the Howd Rd property prohibiting motorized vehicles.
Brian suggested we call the families of those we are to honor with the memorial tree plantings and invite them to the ceremony when we have it.  The Curtis woodlands sign has not been installed yet, but Kurt Bober has the sign. 
10. Other Business:  Rick Huntley provided Flood plain and water supply maps of Whites farm to the Commission
         The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 PM 

           Respectfully Submitted                            


William LaFlamme

 Secretary

