SPECIAL BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING

June 5, 2004

9:00 a.m.

Site Visit:  Dog Pound on Strawberry Hill

Maryann Boord, First Selectwoman, opened the Site Visit at the Dog Pound on Strawberry Hill at 9:00 a.m.

Present:
Maryann Boord, First Selectwoman; Ernie Judson, Selectman; Renee Primus, Selectwoman.

Bruce Rau, Animal Control Officer; Marty Rau, Assistant Animal Control Officer; and their canines, Holly and Philip.

Bruce and Marty Rau, the Animal Control Officer and his Assistant, are considering moving to Tennessee.  The existing Dog Pound is located on their property on Strawberry Hill.  The purpose of the meeting was for the Board of Selectmen members to have a clear understanding of the present situation and to consider plans for the future.

Questions which arose included:  (1)  Could the property be subdivided to split off the Dog Pound?  (2) What would be the cost of replacing the Dog Pound at another sight?  (3)  Would an increase in the amount of the lease paid by the Town allow B and M. Rau to remain in Durham?

Presently, B. Rau is paid $1,081 per month salary, which includes the lease for the dog pound.  M. Rau is paid $100 per month salary.  B. Rau provides phone, water, and electricity to the Dog Pound.  The Town of Durham provides gas for the gas heater in the winter, food for the animals, veterinarian care as needed, and a van, including gas and maintenance.

The dog pound, located on B. Rau’s private property, has 9 pens with outside runs, plus two pens for small dogs or cats.

It was also noted that B. & M. Rau are on call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, with no additional payment for overtime.
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The Board will solicit information from comparable towns as to salaries paid and the cost to operate dog pound facilities.  M. Boord will also speak with Charlie Augur, the First Selectman of Middlefield, to determine if there is any interest in a Regional Dog Pound.  

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Maryann Boord

First Selectwoman

