Board of Selectmen's Meeting Minutes                                                 September 27, 2004


BOARD OF SELECTMEN'S MEETING MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 27, 2004

Call to Order

First Selectwoman Maryann P. Boord called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Durham Public Library. 

Board members present: Maryann P. Boord, First Selectwoman





Ernie A. Judson, Selectman





Renee J. Primus, Selectwoman
Amend the Agenda

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY E. JUDSON, TO INCLUDE APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION RELATIVE TO THE WIMLER PROPERTY; 3 AYES.

Wimler Resolution

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY E. JUDSON, AND APPROVED WITH THREE AYES, TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION RELATIVE TO THE WIMLER PROPERTY:

RESOLUTION

RESOLVED, that MARYANN P. BOORD, of the TOWN OF DURHAM be and hereby is authorized to execute on behalf of the TOWN OF DURHAM a Grant Agreement and an Assignment of the Conservation Restriction/Easement and Agreement under the Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Program with the State of Connecticut for financial assistance to acquire permanent interest in land known as WIMLER PROPERTY OSWA-180 and to manage said land as open space land pursuant to section 7-131d of the Connecticut General Statutes.

BE IT FURTHER KNOWN THAT MARYANN P. BOORD was elected FIRST SELECTWOMAN and that her term of office began on December 3, 2001, and will continue until December 5, 2005.  As the FIRST SELECTWOMAN, MARYANN P. BOORD serves as the Chief Executive Officer for the TOWN OF DURHAM and is duly authorized to enter into agreements and contracts on behalf of the TOWN OF DURHAM.

Dated at DURHAM, CONNECTICUT this 27th day of September, 2004.

Receipt of a Suit

M. Boord reported that the Town of Durham and Maryann P. Boord have been named additional defendants with the Durham Agricultural Fair Association in a suit brought by Ryan Terrenzi of Meriden. M. Boord said the matter has been referred to CIRMA, the town's insurance agent, and Attorney James Williams, who will represent the town's interests.

AFSCME Agreement

MOTION E. JUDSON, SECONDED BY R. PRIMUS, TO AUTHORIZE MARYANN P. BOORD TO SIGN A MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWN OF DURHAM AND LOCAL 1303-092; AFSCME COUNCIL 4 (as follows); APPROVED BY 3 AYES.

1. The Town of Durham agrees that Carol Herzig will be a Library Assistant working twenty (20) hours per week effective September 1, 2004. Her starting rate of pay will be $12.87 per hour, as per the collective bargaining agreement between the parties.

2. She will not serve a probationary period and will enter the bargaining unit with all rights and responsibilities under the contract, except as otherwise waived or amended in this Memorandum of Agreement.

3. One year from September 1, 2004, Carol Herzig will move to Step 1 of the Library Assistant pay scale. September 1 shall be considered her anniversary date for all future step increases.

4. Effective July 1, 2005, Carol Herzig shall be entitled to receive $83.33 per month for waiver of health insurance benefits, as per Article 22 of the collective bargaining agreement.

5. Carol Herzig shall receive retroactive pay to July 1, 2004, for Library Assistant duties performed seven hours per week. The rate of pay for those seven hours per week shall be $12.87. It is understood that the balance of her hours worked between July and September 1, 2004, shall be at the rate of pay for a Page, which is $9.01 per hour.

6. This agreement is specific to Carol Herzig, and does not set any precedent for any future matters between the Town and the Union.

Lease with the United Churches of Durham

It was noted that the Library Board of Trustees have agreed that a lease payment with United Churches of Durham for library parking should not exceed $500. 

MOTION R. PRIMUS, SECONDED BY E. JUDSON, WITH THREE AYES, TO APPROVED THE FOLLOWING TERMS OF THE LEASE:

TERMS OF LEASE BETWEEN THE TOWN OF DURHAM 

AND THE

UNITED CHURCHES OF DURHAM

Memorandum of Agreement

25 Year Lease Beginning March 1, 2003

and Ending February 28, 2028

To be Reviewed Every Five Years

Fiscal Year 2004-2005……………………….$2,500

increasing annually by prior year CPI (Consumer Price Index) with a cap at 4% for a maximum and 2% for a minimum

Fiscal Year 2005-2006 ……….…$2,500

                                              +   $    60       2.4% CPI for 2002

           +   $    51        2% (1.9%) for 2003

           + undetermined actual CPI for 2004

If the lease is terminated, the cost of restoring the land back to its original state will be shared 50% - 50% by the Town of Durham and the United Churches of Durham with the assurance of a right-of-way to all church property.

Call to the Annual Town Meeting

MOTION R. PRIMUS, SECONDED BY E. JUDSON, WITH THREE AYES, TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING CALL TO THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING OF 2004:

CALL TO THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

TOWN OF DURHAM

The eligible voters of the Town of Durham are hereby warned that THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING will be held at the Frank Ward Strong School, on Monday, October 4, 2004, at 8:00 P.M. for the following purposes:

1. To establish the date for the Annual Budget Meeting.

2. To fill a vacancy in the 2008 term on the Personnel Policy Board.

3. To elect one member to the 2009 term on the Personnel Policy Board. 

4. To fill a vacancy in the 2005 term on the Library Board of Directors. 

5. To elect 3 members to 2007 terms on the Library Board of Directors.

6. To elect a town representative to the 2007 term on the Board of Trustees of the Durham Volunteer Fire Company, Inc. 

7. To accept a 17.80 acre parcel of land on the southerly side of Route 68 from Roger B and Patricia E. Newton.

8. To accept Berten Ridge Road as an approved town road.

9. To authorize the transfer of $10,000 from Building Maintenance Reserve into Building and Health Office Equipment, line item #1520 158, for the purpose of microfilming land records, as approved by the Board of Finance.

Berten Ridge Road

A request has been received from Catherine Berten-Gutch, President of the Berten Co., Inc., that Berten Ridge Road be approved by the Town of Durham as a town road. Brian Curtis is the engineer. MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY E. JUDSON, TO APPROVE ACCEPTING BERTEN RIDGE ROAD AS A TOWN ROAD; 3 AYES.

Update from the First Selectwoman

1. M. Boord reported that Ellen Mauro told her that there are 376 parcels; 10 pcs in each one to microfilm. This is part of the Records Management Program; the initial cost of $10,000 will do half of them.

Selectmen's concerns

Re the Newton Property, E. Judson noted that on a map, the Superfund site is due east of the 16± acres owned by Roger and Patricia Newton. He wondered if this was a problem? a liability? Polluted? M. Boord said she will call Anni Loughlin of the EPA about these questions.

R. Primus left the meeting.

Tax Refunds

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY E. JUDSON, TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING TAX REFUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,236.37; APPROVED WITH TWO AYES:

1. CHRYSLER FINANCIAL CO.

89 Forbes Blvd.

Mansfield, MA 02048-1125

Account #51218; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: vehicle sold - 2000 Jeep Cherokee; tax refund in the amount of $203.29

2. JOHN A. and LISA M. BIESAK

128 Royal Oak Drive

Durham, CT 06422

Account #00245; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: double payment; tax refund in the amount of $2,696.40
3. NISSAN MOTOR ACCEPTANCE

P.O. Box 650214

Dallas, TX 75265-0214

Account #57040; List Year: 2000; Reason for overpayment: incorrect payment sent - 1997 Nissan MGS; tax refund in the amount of $220.31

4. NISSAN INFINITI LTD.

P.O. Box 650214; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: incorrect payment sent - 2001 Nissan Pathfinder; tax refund in the amount of $116.37

More Update from the First Selectwoman

2. An offer has been received from Middlesex Chamber of Commerce to offer flu shots to employees for $18.00. The Selectmen's Office will see if there is any interest.

3. M. Boord reported she has spoken to Tom Lamb of the Department of Transportation, who said there is no way of enforcing "NO THRU TRAFFIC" signs. Weight restrictions and "No Thru Trucks" are enforceable.  Mr. Lamb agreed to look at Rt. 68/Maple Avenue and Maple Ave/Rt 147 but will not make a recommendation on the 3-way stop sign the neighborhood requested at Cemetery Road. He added that on town roads, it is up to the local traffic authority (the Board of Selectmen in Durham). Former First Selectman Ray Kalinowski had checked into it and it was a very expensive process. The State will not use it.

4. M. Boord reported she received a letter from the Public Safety Committee relative to traffic control measures on Maple Avenue, attached.

5. From the previous meeting relative to motorcycle noise, M. Boord said that Old Lyme did not have a special ordinance about straight pipes it's merely state law.

6. On the question raised about jointly using moderators with Middlefield, state law says the moderator has to be a registered voter of the town in which he/she moderates a meeting. Dave Montgomery is willing to teach a class on moderating and he is creating a curriculum; Middlefield residents will be welcome to attend the class.

7. Ken Antin, Town Counsel, opined that charter revision can include a limited focus. (his opinion is attached)

8. Letter received from CL&P, which reads, in part: "On August 25th, 2004, the Department of Public Utility Control (DPUC) approved a proposal to refund more than $83 million to CL&P customers. CL&P collected this money - subject to refunds - through a special charge on all customers' bills between May and December of 2003. The special charge was listed in a line item as 'Standard market Design (SMD) Adjustment.'" Customers will receive their refunds in their September, October, November and December 2004 CL&P bills.

9. The RFQ's for Town Hall Renovation are out; there were 20 "hits" on our website.

10. The Water Company is finalizing the RFP's for the improvements to the Durham Center Water Company.

11. Approval has been received from the Conservation Commission to drill a well for domestic water supply on White's Farm.

12. She has attended three commission/agency meetings relative to 51 Main Street. The Habitat for Humanity has to meet with a member of the Historic District Commission. The Board needs to know if they are interested before the town makes application to the commission.

Public Comments

Dick Olsen commented that the people in Cromwell do not like rumble strips on the road. He also said a lot of truck traffic by the Mobil station are using jake brakes. 

He also asked how much money has been spent on the 51 Main Street/Habitat for Humanity issue. M. Boord responded that the town hasn't expended any money on the property -- it was taken for taxes. E. Judson observed that it has a negative value to the town. M. Boord also countered that the selectmen are NOT pushing the issue through; we are getting information to know how to proceed. We have only had maps done; it is up to a special town meeting to either accept or reject the proposal.

Sue VanDerzee questioned the use of "Yield to Pedestrian in Crosswalk" signs, which are posted on many streets in other towns. M. Boord explained that our Main Street is a scenic highway and their use would not be appropriate.

More Updates from the First Selectwoman

13. M. Boord reported on a very successful Durham Fair for 2004. There were very few problems that the police had to address; they were very proactive in terms of drugs/alcohol abuse.

14. The Local Prevention Council survey and report will be presented in Middlefield October 14th.

15. She has asked the Personnel Policy Board to do a survey or elected officers' terms of service.

16. Durham Academy Open House is slated for October 2nd at 4:00 p.m. They will be dedicating their bell tower.

Adjourn

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY E. JUDSON, TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 7:57 P.M.; 2 AYES.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna D. Abdella
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