BOARD OF SELECTMEN'S MEETING                                                                                  SEPTEMBER 13, 2004


BOARD OF SELECTMEN'S MEETING MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 13, 2004

Call to order

First Selectwoman Maryann P. Boord called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Durham Public Library.

Board of Selectmen members present: Maryann Boord, Ernie Judson, and Renee Primus.

Amend the Agenda

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY R. PRIMUS, TO AMEND THE AGENDA TO INCLUDE A REQUEST FROM THE DURHAM AGRICULTURAL FAIR ASSOCIATION, INC. AS TO SIGNAGE FOR A SPORTSMAN'S EVENT ON THE FAIRGROUNDS ON OCTOBER 23, 2004, AND OCTOBER 24, 2004. MOTION TO AMEND THE AGENDA APPROVED WITH THREE AYES.

Request relative to Signage from the Durham Agricultural Fair Assoc., Inc.

Gene Chiapetta, President of the Durham Agricultural Fair Assoc., Inc. was present with a letter from Francis S. Willett, Coordinator of Public Safety for the Fair, in which the Durham Fair Association requests the Board's approval that would allow them to place the following signs at the main entrance to their fairground for a Sportsman Show on October 23, and 24, 2004, to help guide event patrons to the free parking area on the fairgrounds and the event. The signage would be as follows:

· Two (2) electronic message signboards to be placed on the northwest and southwest approaches to the main entrance to the Durham fairgrounds. These two electronic message boards will automatically turn on and turn off to safely direct event patrons to the fairgrounds for the days of the event. They will be placed 10-15 feet from the curb and will not block line of sight for entering and exiting vehicles to Canfield Lane.

· The message boards will be set up on Friday afternoon, October 22, 2004.

· The message boards will be set up and activated two hours before the event opens on Saturday. They will be turned off at 5 p.m. for Saturday evening.

· They will be promptly removed two hours after the event has concluded on Sunday, October 24, 2004.

E. Judson noted that the request is the same as last year's and he sees no problem with the plan; R. Primus said that if there was a problem with traffic congestion, consideration should be given about future traffic plans for this event. MOTION E. JUDSON, SECONDED BY R. PRIMUS, TO APPROVE THE SIGNAGE AS LISTED ABOVE FOR THE SPORTSMAN'S EVENT ON OCTOBER 23 AND 24, 2004, ON THE FAIRGROUNDS; MOTION APPROVED WITH THREE AYES.

A request from a Middlefield selectman

Pat Bandzes, a member of the Middlefield Board of Selectmen, said she was on an exploratory mission to see if the two towns could share moderators for town meetings. M. Boord said she has had an offer from David Montgomery (a long-time, former moderator of Durham town meetings) to train moderators. M. Boord said she would be happy to place this consideration on an agenda for a future Board of Selectmen's meeting to be discussed. 

Announcement

M. Boord announced that the Board of Selectmen will move their meeting at 7:30 p.m. to attend the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Agency meeting next door. She will ask them questions about 51 Main Street.

Maple Avenue residents' concerns

Deborah Hoyt spoke for the residents who have safety concerns now that the Maple Avenue bridge is open. The group hopes to reduce speeding on Maple Avenue by 1) physical barriers; 2) realize it is not realistic to hope to have a trooper on duty there, but a MPH sign would help; 3) a three way stop sign at the intersection of Maple Avenue/Old Cemetery Road. M. Boord noted the following minutes from the Public Safety Meeting of September 8, 2004:

"The traffic situation on Maple Avenue was discussed. The First Selectwoman asked the committee's opinion on a variety of options. The options presented were installing a three way stop on the intersection of Maple Avenue and Cemetery Road, installing a No Truck Traffic" sign and installing a "No Thru Traffic" sign. On a majority vote, the committee rejected a three way stop sign and felt a no thru traffic sign on a public road may be illegal. John Szewczyk will research it. The committee feels that two "No Truck Traffic" signs, installed near the intersection of Maple Avenue and Middlefield Road and on the south side of the Maple Avenue and Wallingford Road intersection, combined with new speed limit signs and increased enforcement, will result in a reduction of traffic and vehicle speed. Another option the committee will investigate is the installation of cobblestones in the road as a speed limiter, similar to the ones installed in Middletown on Westfield Street."

M. Boord said the final decision on ways to control the speed of drivers would be up to the State officials. She reported that the trooper has given out tickets for drivers using Maple Avenue as a short cut through town. She will also ask the trooper to spend more time on the road.

Tina Gossner, who lives on the hard corner on Maple Avenue, shared stories about squealing tires and accidents at that corner. She said drivers' speeds are excessive.

Georgica Kearney, Maple Avenue resident, said the major point of concern is the speed. R. Primus observed that as traffic increases, people use the back roads. John Szewczyk said a problem exists all over town; Main Street traffic concerns should be addressed. The concerned citizens and Board of Selectmen discussed the use of cobblestones as a speed reducer. Both Janice and David Wenzel and Mrs O'Rourke, residents of Maple Avenue, warned about problems with the recreation area at White's Farm and speed on the road. Steve Levy, Richard Olsen, and Rob Chadd also served as witnesses to the speeding problem. Bill Smith asked about the Corridor Study.

Meeting with the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Agency 

The Selectmen joined with the IWWCA meeting to informally seek input from the commission relative to the town's property at 51 Main Street. George Zeeb, Chairman, stressed that this was only an informal discussion with town officials relative to the regulations and did not represent a formal vote on the agency's part. Highlights of the meeting concerned the wetlands behind the firehouse property and 51 Main Street. The Sanitarian had said that the existing septic (at 51 Main St) is piped through wetlands and is inadequate; there is no reserve area.

M. Boord asked if the town would have to have approval for expanding the firehouse's border; Richard Eriksen said if there was any activity within 100' of the wetlands, it would require a permit if the activity was in the wetlands. M. Boord noted that the wetlands were flagged last year. M. Boord asked if the town was the applicant and was making the repairs to the system, what was that impact. The commission responded that the repair would go with the new owners; it is important that Bill Milardo, Sanitarian, is involved. George Zeeb said that as long as there is no application before the agency, he would not speculate further but noted there can be a crossing of the wetlands. R. Eriksen said that the Zoning Board of Appeals can't waiver IWWCA renderings.

G. Zeeb said that the paved parking lot on the firehouse site is still wetlands; but R. Eriksen said they are no longer acting as wetlands -- he is looking to minimize the damage. Steve Levy, fire chief, said that in the expansion of the firehouse, there may be a need to waive the wetlands. He asked who would advise the town whether an engineered system was needed and G. Zeeb said it would be Bill Milardo in the Health Dept. S. Levy asked the commission that if that can be figured out, then it could be approved. The answer was yes.

The Board of Selectmen returned to their regular meeting.

Parking at the Firehouse during the Fair

M. Boord read the "Criteria for Operation of Fair-time Parking Fundraiser on Town-owned Land Surrounding Firehouse," as attached. Steve Levy, Fire Chief, said their proposal is exactly the same as last year. M. Boord asked if they would solicit a list from Craig Mansfield (Chief of Service/Ambulance Corps) for ambulance corps members to park there. S. Levy said the list should only include ambulance corps members on duty. M. Boord said she heard no complaints from anyone last year about the parking plan. 

She asked S. Levy about the use of the funds. He responded the funds are being put into a "bank" but no one has a final plan; he wondered if the library has to account for where they use their money from their moneymaking projects. M. Boord noted that PALS uses the library for fund raising; they use the money for any out-of-town budget items, i.e., videos, CD's, computers, free passes, book sale, auction, Taste of Durham.  M. Boord said the town is aware of how the money is used. S. Levy said the selectmen were asking the fire company to tell before the event what they are going to do with the money; it will be handled wisely and he asked for the same consideration. 

R. Primus said that after 3 to 4 years, you will have $30,000 -- and the fire company decides it knows what to do with it -- would the town have any input? S. Levy said no, there is none; the DVFC is incorporated. R. Primus said a history has been built by PALS and the town has seen their track record -- the town has seen no track record with the fire company. S. Levy said they have purchased dress uniforms, computer setup, breathing apparatus, etc.

E. Judson said he is comfortable with "banking it." He is concerned that as mentioned in fire company past minutes -- a benefit package, they are considering, should not be construed as the town favoring it or that it is giving approval to that plan. He did offer, however, for the selectmen to be involved in any relative discussion.

MOTION R. PRIMUS, SECONDED BY E. JUDSON, TO APPROVE THE USE OF THE FIREHOUSE PARKING AREA FOR FAIR PARKING BY THE FIREMEN, WITH THE MONEY TO BE KEPT BY THE FIRE COMPANY; 3 AYES.

Approval of Minutes

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY E. JUDSON, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF AUGUST 9, 2004; 3 AYES.

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY E. JUDSON, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF AUGUST 31, 2004; 3 AYES.

Tax Refunds

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY R. PRIMUS, TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING TAX REFUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $8,266.80; APPROVED WITH THREE AYES:

1. JOHN W. and CYNTHIA MORRIS

581R New Haven Road

Durham, CT 06422

Account #01900; List Year 2003; Reason for overpayment: double payment; tax refund in the amount of $1,561.30.

2. BRIAN A. FLYNN

27 Hi-Lo Road

Durham, CT 06422

Account #52196; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: plates returned 1988 Nissan Sentra; tax refund in the amount of $5.61.

3. SUSAN STONE

59R Pent Road

Durham, CT 06422 

Account #56334; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: vehicle sold - 1984 Mazda B2000; tax refund in the amount of $24.54.

4. DEREK J. COBURN

110R Meeting House Hill Road

Durham, CT 06422

Account #51282; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: vehicle donated - 1991 Subaru Wagon; tax refund in the amount of $5.26.

5. GARY A. STEINBACH

14 Elmsford Road

Carmel, NY 10512

Account #022589; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: double payment; tax refund in the amount of $1,927.23.

6. PAUL STANKEWICH

7 Cedar Drive

Durham, CT 06422

Account #56236; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: vehicle sold - 1997 Acura Integra; tax refund in the amount of $193.48

7. DOUGLAS F. MYERS

26 Old Wallingford road

Durham, CT 06422

Account #01933; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: double payment; tax refund in the amount of $3,579.66

8. RONALD S. COMINSKY

49 R Auger Lane

Durham, CT 06422

Account #51337; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: plates returned - 1994 Ford Ranger; tax refund in the amount of $21.74

9. DANTE F. and BONNIE PASQUALONI

191 Stagecoach Road

Durham, CT 06422

Account #51101; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: plates returned - 1987 Toyota van; tax refund in the amount $4.91

10. CANDACE P. and  WILLIAM F. DUPRE

151 Blue Hills Road

Durham, CT 06422

Account #51945; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: plates returned - 1995 Hyundai Sonata; tax refund in the amount of $4.91

11. JANICE K. and MICHAEL J. BARNES

22 Gina Drive

Durham, CT 06422

Account #50356; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: 1997 Buick Park Avenue; tax refund in the amount of $16.13

12. MERCEDES BENZ CREDIT

7 Village Circle

Roanoke, TX 76262

Account #54448; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: plates returned - 2001 Mercedes ML 320; tax refund in the amount of $113.22

13. CHASE MANHATTAN AUTO FINANCE CORP.

900 Stewart Avenue

Garden City, MY 11530-4855

Account #51168; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: vehicle sold - 2000 Saturn SL 1; tax refund in the amount of $163.70

14.  STEPHEN R. ESTROM

121 South End Avenue

Durham, CT 06422

Account: 52044; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: plates returned - 1997 Ford Contour; tax refund in the amount of $8.0715.

15. CHRISTINE M. and WILLIAM R. MINIHAN

19 Anthony Terrace

Durham, CT 06422

Account #54586; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: plates returned - 1997 Mazda Protégé; tax refund in the amount of $7.72

16.JOHN F. ORYELL

67 Edwards Road

Durham, CT 06422

Account #54964; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: vehicle sold - 2001 Nissan Pathfinder; tax refund in the amount of $116.37

17. TOYOTA MOTOR CREDIT CORP.

P.O. Box 105386

Atlanta, GA 30348

Account #56590; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: vehicle sold - 2000 Lexus RX300; tax refund in the amount of $493.16

18..JOHN S. HAYES

57 Cesca Lane

Durham, CT 06422

Account #52998; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: plates returned - 1974 MG Model B; tax refund in the amount of $5.61

19.WILLIAM F. and CANDACE P. DUPRE

151 Blue Hill Road

Durham, CT 06422

Account #51951; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: vehicle sold - 1994 Jeep Cherokee; tax refund in the amount of $10.52

20. DONNA COLE

30 Wheeler Hill Drive

Durham, CT 06422

Account #51273; List Year 2002; Reason for overpayment: incorrect amount sent - 1998 Chevy Blazer; tax refund in the amount of $23.66

Newton land offer

M. Boord explained that Roger and Patricia Newton have offered to gift the town @17 acres abutting Route 68 on the northerly side across from the skating rink. The Planning and Zoning Commission has given approval. Attorney Corona said that the land is in the swamp, the majority is wetlands. The Board agreed to put the item on the Call to the Annual Town Meeting scheduled for October 4, 2004.

Town Meeting issues

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY R. PRIMUS, TO TAKE THE ISSUE OF A REQUEST BY LAURA FRANCIS AND ELLEN MAURO TO THE BOARD OF FINANCE; THEY REQUEST $10,000 FROM RESERVE TO BE USED FOR SECURITY MICROFILM FOR PERMANENT BUILDING DEPARTMENT RECORDS. The selectmen agreed to also advise the Board of Finance that the remaining needed funds for this on-going project would be requested through the regular budget process. E. Judson noted that the Board of Finance should ask the cost of the total project. MOTION E. JUDSON TO AMEND THE MOTION THAT THE SELECTMEN APPROVE THE PROJECT BUT THAT THE BOARD OF FINANCE SHOULD INVESTIGATE THE TOTAL COST; AMENDMENT TO THE MOTION SECONDED BY R. PRIMUS AND APPROVED WITH THREE AYES. VOTE ON THE ORIGINAL MOTION: APPROVED WITH THREE AYES.

Resignations/Appointments

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY R. PRIMUS, TO APPOINT LINDA HANDLEY AND ANN FIGORAS AS REGULAR MEMBERS OF THE RECREATION COMMITTEE AND CAROL HERZIG AS AN ALTERNATE MEMBER; SAID TERMS EXPIRE 12-31-05. MOTION APPROVED WITH THREE AYES.

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY E. JUDSON, TO APPOINT M. CLARK KEARNEY TO AN ALTERNATE POSITION ON THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS; SAID TERM WILL BE UP FOR RE-ELECTION AT THE GENERAL TOWN ELECTION OF 2005; MOTION APPROVED WITH THREE AYES.

A letter of resignation was received from Patricia Dynia, in-district member of the Historic District Commission. The Board reluctantly accepted the resignation, with gratitude for her service.

Resolutions

1. MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED R. PRIMUS, TO APPROVE A STATEMENT OF SUPPORT FOR THE GUARD AND RESERVE (recognizing the National Guard and Reserve as essential to the strength of our nation and the well-being of our communities); MOTION APPROVED WITH THREE AYES.

2. MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED R. PRIMUS, TO APPROVE A RESOLUTION FOR THE ADA GRANT AS FOLLOWS, AND APPROVED WITH THREE AYES:

WHEREAS, Federal monies are available under the Connecticut Small Cities Community Development Block Grant Program, administered by the State of Connecticut, Department of Economic and Community Development pursuant to Public Law 93-383, as amended; and,

WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 127c, and Part VI of Chapter 130 of the Connecticut General Statutes, the Commissioner of Economic and Community Development is authorized to disburse such Federal monies to local municipalities; and,

WHEREAS, it is desirable and in the public interest that the Town of Durham make application to the State for $520,000.00 in order to undertake a Small Cities Community Development Program and to execute an Assistance Agreement therefore, should one be offered.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN:

1. That it is cognizant of the conditions and prerequisites for State Assistance imposed by Part VI of Chapter 130 of The Connecticut General Statutes; and, 

2. That the filing of an application by the Town of Durham in an amount not to exceed $520,000.00 is hereby approved, and that the First Selectman is hereby authorized and directed to file such application with the Commissioner of the Department of Economic and Community Development, to provide such additional information, to execute such other documents as may be required by the Commissioner, to execute an Assistance Agreement with the State of Connecticut for State financial assistance if such an Agreement is offered, to execute any amendments, recessions, and revisions thereto, to implement project activities, if approved, and to act as the authorized representative of the Town of Durham.

3. MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY E. JUDSON THAT THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION RELATIVE TO THE SECOND SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT AND THE TOWN OF DURHAM ….MAPLE AVENUE BRIDGE BE APPROVED, AS FOLLOWS AND APPROVED WITH THREE AYES:

RESOLVED, that Maryann P. Boord, First Selectwoman, be authorized to sign The Second Supplemental Agreement Between the State of Connecticut and the Town of Durham for the Construction, Inspection and Maintenance Required in Conjunction with the Rehabilitation of the Maple Avenue Bridge (Bridge No. 04850) Over Allyn Brook Utilizing Federal Funds and a Project Grant Under the State's Local Bridge Program; State Project No. 37-91, Federal Project No. BHZ-6037(4); said resolution approved on a motion by Board of Selectmen member Ernie A. Judson, seconded by Board of Selectmen member Renee J. Primus, and approved unanimously at a duly called meeting of the Board of Selectmen on September 13, 2004.

Old/New Business and Update from the First Selectwoman

1. She spoke with Henry Coe, Chairman of the Sr. Advisory Board, about whether he thought the senior citizens would be interested in the Grange Hall as a Sr. Center. Mr. Coe said the problems were that there is limited parking and the septic is not adequate and therefore, the seniors were not interested in the building.

2. M. Boord reported that she and R. Primus had attended the Zoning Board of Appeals meeting relative to how to proceed with the 51 Main Street property. Vincent Marino, Chairman, suggested that they get permission from other land use agencies first; they would like everyone in agreement before coming to the ZBA. M. Boord said she had discussed with the ZBA about the frontage requested by the Fire Company. He added that the town would have to prove a hardship in any case and further suggested they talk to Geoffrey Colegrove, Town Planner. R. Primus reported that she had mentioned the frontage question at that night's meeting and one of the members said that expansion was not a hardship. R. Primus also said the town would be in a better position if the town and fire company were in agreement on the frontage question, even though the town owns the firehouse. The Board discussed the 85' vs 90' frontage issue and M. Boord said that Kurt Bober would be putting in markers so they can look at the distance and assess it. M. Boord explained that originally the Fire Co. wanted 50' frontage and so she wants to see what is there. Trish Dynia explained that "hardship" can't be a financial one either nor can it be topography; she suggested they talk to the Town Planner; she concluded it was also very important to have the neighbors in agreement. It was noted that the Historic District Commission would meet on October 9th to discuss 51 Main Street with the selectmen.

3. M. Boord reported receiving a request from Donald Rawling, a CRHS senior, who requests the Board of Selectmen declare October 4th as Moses Austin Day. The Board agreed to talk to the town historian and the Historical Society about it.

4. M. Boord noted a letter from Representative Ray Kalinowski to the state's Public Safety Division about Bob Hall's concerns relative to motorcycles/noise on Main Street. Rep. Kalinowski will continue to pursue the problem.

5. M. Boord said she has forwarded to the Personnel Policy Board a request for a salary survey and terms of office of elected officials.

Selectmen's Concerns

Renee Primus asked Maryann Boord if she had a chance to talk to town counsel about charter changes. M. Boord said she is composing a list of changes the Board is considering and one of her questions is how is the money raised by the fire company supposed to be saved…..should the criteria be addressed in the next charter. E. Judson said that issue is definitely a policy issue. M. Boord was asked to question counsel whether the Board or Charter Revision Committee can open only certain sections of the charter to revise it.

Public Comments

Trish Dynia: re motorcycles at the video store area -- she will be writing to Representative Kalinowski that Old Lyme has an effective ordinance known as "Not the Place To go Through."

John Szewczyk discussed the failure of the Resident State Trooper Program; seems that no one is on duty when some of the problems arise. Ernie Judson countered that the budget difficulty is the paperwork burden which takes our trooper from the streets. M. Boord noted that Eileen Murphy, Administrative Aide, has been doing secretarial work for the trooper and Tpr DiGioia has changed his schedule when needed. M. Boord said the town is still covered by Troop F in Westbrook; in the future, there will be additional needs in our police coverage.

Additional Selectmen's Concerns

R. Primus said she never felt that Durham had a moderator issue; she wondered if there are political issues, which motivated Pat Bandzes's request. M. Boord explained that Durham has someone committed ahead of time to be moderator; our residents know our issues and the moderator should have a sense of who are the gadflies and who are the timid residents who need to be encouraged to speak up. 

E. Judson said Durham has had an excellent pool of moderators. M. Boord said she will check the guidelines about moderators. [It was subsequently discovered, however, that a moderator must live in the town in which he/she moderates a town meeting]

Adjourn

MOTION E. JUDSON, SECONDED BY M. BOORD, TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 9:10 P.M.; 3 AYES.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna D. Abdella
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