Board of Selectmen's Meeting                                                                    August 9, 2004


BOARD OF SELECTMEN'S MEETING MINUTES

AUGUST 9, 2004

Call to Order

First Selectwoman Maryann P. Boord called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. in the Durham Public Library.

Selectmen present:
Maryann P. Boord




Renee J. Primus




Ernie A. Judson * arrived at 7:16 p.m.

Minutes

MOTION M. BOORD, SECOND R. PRIMUS, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF JULY 26, 2004; 2 AYES. MOTION M. BOORD TO CORRECT THE MINUTES OF JUNE 5, 2004, WHERE IT NOTES THE ASSISTANT ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER (April Leiler) GETS $100/MONTH; MOTION SECONDED BY R. PRIMUS; APPROVED WITH TWO AYES.

Tax Refunds

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED R. PRIMUS TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING TAX REFUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $358.01, AS APPROVED WITH TWO AYES:

1. NISSAN INFINITI LT

P.O. Box 650214

Dallas, TX 75265-0214

Account #54743; List Year: 2002; Reason for overpayment: vehicle sold; tax refund in the amount of $254.60

2. KEVIN J. and ANASTASIA D. JAMESON

85 DiNatale Drive

Durham, CT 06422

Account #53323; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: sold - 2000 trailer; tax refund in the amount of $2.81

3. STEPHEN W. PIETRZYK

68 Pent Road

Durham, CT 06422

Account #55256; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: sold - 1996 Toyota Tacoma; tax refund in the amount of $34.00

4. TAMMY or TIMOTHY SMITH

69 James Road

Durham, CT 06422

Account #56126; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: sold - 1992 Chevrolet Astrovan; tax refund in the amount of $18.93

5. WALTER PIETRUSKA

58 Black Walnut Drive

Durham, CT 06422-1400

Account #55249; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: vehicle sold - 1989 Chevy pickup; tax refund in the amount of $47.67

Approval of Traffic Plan for "Journey of Remembrance Stonewalk"

The Department of Transportation has advised the First Selectwoman that the selectmen, as the Traffic Control Authority, need to approve a plan to be followed by the Stonewalk procession through Durham. The event will pass through Durham between August 14 and August 15 on their way to North Haven. MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY R. PRIMUS, TO APPROVE THE USE OF THE TOWN ROADS BY THE STONEWALK PROCESSION ON AUGUST 14 AND AUGUST 15, 2004; 2 AYES. Mrs. Boord added that the stone will be stored overnight at the corner of Cherry Lane/Fowler Avenue and the walkers will stay at Betty Whitehouse's home.

Resignation

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY R. PRIMUS, TO ACCEPT WITH GRATITUDE THE RESIGNATION OF JEFFREY EMACK FROM THE RECREATION COMMITTEE; MOTION PASSED WITH TWO AYES.

Municipal Ethics Code

Mrs. Boord explained that she just wanted it on the record that the town received the information relative to the municipal ethics code from CCM, who anticipates the issue to come forward again during the next legislative session. There is a response date of September 30, 2004, if the Board has input.

Public Comments

Bob Hall: strenuously complained about the noise pollution from motorcycles; he noted the noise has increased and is totally "out of control," and no police patrol has been put in place to check this. Mrs. Boord responded that the Resident State Trooper has informed her that troopers periodically watch for the problem on weekends and weekdays. R. Primus asked when the problem was most acute and Mr. Hall said that it is at its worst on Sunday afternoons. Bruce Rau said he has also had concerns about the motorcycle noise levels. M. Boord said that the Planning and Zoning Commission was going to purchase noise-monitoring equipment and train someone to use it but that has not yet happened.

*7:16 p.m. E. Judson joined the meeting.

Bill Smith: 

1. inquired whether there was any update on the corridor plan or the Haddam Quarter Road/Route 147 plan. Dick Eriksen responded that the Department of Transportation doesn't have the funding for either project.

2. mentioned that the new mini-bikes are very dangerous -- he almost hit someone who darted into traffic and the bikes are so small you can barely see them. M. Boord said Trooper DiGioia normally goes to the family with any complaint about them.

John Corona re the Town Hall Building Committee: he reported he is preparing the RFQ's for architectural services. He expects 30-40 responses. He explained that the RFQ (Request for Qualifications) is the typical way to proceed. R. Primus countered that an RFP (Request for Proposal) sets up a competitive environment. M. Boord will ask Larry Wagner's opinion on which is the proper way to proceed and R. Primus asked her to also ask L. Wagner about the difference/preference between an RFP and an RFQ. She said she is cautious about just using an RFQ; she feels there is a big difference between the two. M. Boord said she would call Larry Wagner and then advise John Corona of his answer.

Library Staff Changes

M. Boord said that during the budget process, in lieu of Pat White leaving, the library provided for staff changes. Tonight, they are proposing the following:

Christina Geary 04-05 budget              27 hrs/wk @$14.90


$20,920

change to:                                             20 hrs/wk@$14.90


$15,496







less

Carol Herzig 04-05 budget

       19¾ hrs/wk @$9.01

$ 5,423






increase

Carol Herzig by 15 mins to 20 hrs@$12.87/hr for 48 wks


$12,355 union



$10.07 for 4 wks@19¾ hrs




 $   796

Budgeted $9,235                           Increase of                         

$ 3,916

Leaving








$ 1,507

Elizabeth Dougan will assume some of Carol's duties as Page



10 hrs/wk @$8.00 for 48 wks




$ 3,840








total


$ 2,333

A lengthy discussion followed. M. Boord said she spoke with Francis Korn, Board of Finance Chairman. They decided to delay going to the Board of Finance until after M. Boord meets with the union. M. Boord said she wishes to have some kind of recommendation. V. Harrod, Librarian, stressed the need for this professional staff to run the large modern library. M. Boord said that the union would be willing to have all three librarians be union members but that was unacceptable. She is unwilling to add a new staff person that was not part of the budget process. R. Primus noted that the funds were not budgeted for either. M. Boord said she would approve the hours the library budgeted for. 

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY E. JUDSON, TO PROPOSE TO THE BOARD OF FINANCE A 6¾ HR PAGE, KEEPING 191.75 HRS. BY PROPOSING A PAGE AT $8/HR. Discussion. The Board agreed not to compensate for benefits.

Martin French noted that the position was going non union to union -- shouldn't that produce a shortfall?  MOTION PASSED WITH THREE AYES.

Discussion of the Dog Pound

Bruce and Marty Rau were present to discuss various issues relative to the dog pound and position of Animal Control Officer. They are requesting increases in the FY 2005-2006 budget in salaries and rent on the dog pound from a present salary of $850.67/mo to $1,117.33/mo, which would be an increase over the approved 2004-2005 budget amount of $3,199.92. The requested raise in rent on the dog pound is an increase from $266.67/mo or $3,200/yr to $450/mo or $5,400/yr. 

Mr. Rau asserted he would continue to supply the water, electricity, telephone and maintenance for the pound. Mr. Rau estimated it would cost $500,000 to build a new pound. E. Judson noted that the Board of Selectmen toured the site and he feels the cost is justified. An OFS research project supported an increase of this size.

The selectmen will support this request at budget time; however, they may propose a different breakdown of salary vs lease.

Old/New Business and the Update from the First Selectwoman

1. The final Wimler documents have been sent to the DEP; they have been sent to the Attorney General.

2. A letter has been received from Constance H. Kozak, Housing Program Supervisor, DECD, thanking Mrs. Boord for submitting a pre-application for a $520,000 Small cities grant to fund ADA public facility upgrades at the Durham Town Hall. The letter also said the town may submit an application for up to $520,000 for this activity and the application should be submitted within sixty days of the date of this letter. The letter was not a commitment of funding but only served to convey DECD's interest in accepting an application for this activity.

3. A letter has been received from Robert J. Wiecki, Transportation Engineer III, Bureau of Engineering and Highway Operations, with the tabulations of town aid grants for roads and public transportation services for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2004. Payment of the improved and unimproved road grants will be made to the municipalities one half in October 2004 and one half in January 2005. The total of Durham's allotment is $72,263.

4. She reported she had spoken with Rob Gourley, Administrator for Business Affairs/Regional School District #13, about the Crandall property on Ozick Drive, which was being discussed for storage of busses. DATTCO, the bus company, is not happy with the property, however. There is property on Commerce Circle, which the bus company is seriously considering using. DATTCO and the School District have not yet come to an agreement about the dollar amounts, although DATTCO would pick up part of the cost of making the property suitable for their use. The fate of the Crandall property is now in the Board of Selectmen's hands. E. Judson said he has passed the name of another property owner off Route 68 to Mr. Gourley for consideration, also.

5. A letter from the Durham Volunteer Fire Company, Inc. was read. The Company requests that the town retain a 90 foot swath along the entire northern boundary of the firehouse property, which they consider not only to be a frontage line but rather a northern border extending 90 feet north from all aspects of the property line of the firehouse. They assert that 90 feet is necessary to provide space to allow for potential future expansion of the firehouse and for use by the fire department in its delivery of emergency services. M. Boord said that she is checking with Bill Milardo, Sanitarian, to see if the full leachfields need to go with the house.

Report on the Mass Casualty event of August 28th

E. Judson, who attended the planning session for the selectmen, reported that the event will take place from 8 a.m. to noon on August 28th and it may be opened for coverage by the press. The town crew will set up on the 27th during the workday. They will need casualty victims. Volunteers can call Dr. Levy.

6. M. Boord reported she met with NU representatives, Trish Bradley, and Attorney Boucher for the purpose of discussing what the options were. She feels Durham did not receive a fair opportunity for "undergrounding" because of Phase I. E. Judson noted that a July 29th newspaper article said that Milford is seeking to recapture legal expenses and it appears that Milford was speaking for the Phase II towns, but they were not.

Selectmen's Concerns

R. Primus: wondered if Durham was interested in taking a look at the grange building [for town purposes]. M. Boord said it was looked at during a previous administration and the cost of bringing it to code was prohibitive. You can only apply for one Small Cities grant per year and we applied for one for town hall renovations this year. Martin French proposed mentioning it to the Economic Development Commission for their consideration. The Board discussed taking a site walk there; E. Judson suggested it be only the selectmen but R. Primus felt the seniors should also be included. M. Boord will talk it over with Henry Coe, Chairman of the Sr. Advisory Board.

Public Comments

Sue VanDerzee asked if there was any decision on the church parking lot fee question. M. Boord said the church council will have a meeting at the end of August.

Adjourn

MOTION M. BOORD TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 9:10 P.M.; SECONDED BY R. PRIMUS; APPROVED WITH THREE AYES.

Note: the next regular meeting is scheduled for September 13, 2004.
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