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BOARD OF SELECTMEN'S MEETING

AUGUST 31, 2004

Call to order

First Selectwoman Maryann P. Boord called the special meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Durham Town Hall. 

Bd/Sel members present: 
Maryann P. Boord





Renee J. Primus

Absent:


Ernie A. Judson

Others present: John Robinson, representing the Durham Fair Association

Approval of the proposed traffic plan for the 2004 Durham Fair

M. Boord submitted a letter from Francis S. Willett, Coordinator of Public Safety for the Durham Agricultural Fair Association, which begins as follows:

"The Annual Durham Agricultural Fair will be held on September 24, 25, and 26, 2004. This document is being submitted to update the existing Durham Fair Traffic Plan on file at your office and are to clearly define the traffic plans for this year. We request your approval of this plan and the appropriate permits so that we may implement our yearly traffic and parking plans."

The traffic pattern for the Fair consists of three patterns through the Durham, Middlefield, and Wallingford towns: 1) a detour route around Durham center and exiting routes back to the main thoroughfares when exiting the parking lots; 2) parking lot routes from all major highways and secondary highways, and; 3) those designated parking lots. 

1. The detour route will route vehicles that wish to avoid the center of Durham during the fair, around the center of Durham and back onto their desired routes. The detours consist of two main routes which will be labeled in both directions with detour signs at each intersection for each turn and midpoint intersection and are the following:

a. Route 68E to Old Wallingford Road/Tuttle Road to Saw Mill Road to Route 17 to Meeting House Hill Road to Route 77 to South End Avenue to Sand Hill Road to Route 79. This route bypasses the center of town to the south.

b. Route 17S to Haddam Quarter Road to Maiden Lane to Bear Rock Road to Higganum Road to Route 17S/77S and to Cherry Lane to Route 79.

2. The parking routes consist of labeling all major routes that enter Durham to direct the vehicles to the closest free parking lot with shuttle buses.  The four types of signage are as follows:

a. There are three (3) interstate road exits which are posted with green and white 3' by 4' Durham Fair Parking Next Exit signs placed approx. ½ mile before the exist ramps. They are installed on I-91 (N and S) Exit 15 Route 68, I-91 (N and S) Exit 20 Country club Road, and I-95 (N and S) Exit 58 Route 77. 

b. A minimum of eight (8) electronic message signboards are placed on the approaches to Durham and Middlefield parking lots from the six (6) main secondary highway routes and two or more intermediately located message boards on Route 17 and other required areas to direct vehicles to the closest open parking lot. These signs are changed periodically throughout the fair in the event of a congested area or closed parking lot.

c. At the major intersections of the routes to the parking lots, you will find large green and white 32" by 48" Durham Fair directional signs.

d. At the minor intersections and long straight-a-ways of the routes to the parking lots, there will be small green and white 12" by 18" with Durham Fair directional signs.

3. There will be six (6) main parking lots and one handicapped permit only parking lot, with free shuttle bus service including handicapped accessible vans:

a. Wimler Farm Lot, Route 77, by the Guilford Town line;

b. Greenbacker Farm Lot, Route 68, @ 1 mile west of Route 17;

c. Strickland Farm Lot; main lot on Cherry Hill in Middlefield, north of Miller Road;

d. Strickland Farm Lot, north lot on Cherry Hill in Middlefield, north of Strickland lot;

e. Dascanio Farm Lot, located on Cherry Hill in Middlefield opposite the north end of Strickland lot, has access from both Miller Road and Cherry Hill Road;

f. White's Farm Lot, west side of the fairgrounds, for Durham Fair Permits only;

g. High School lot: handicapped permits only, off Maiden Lane on Pickett Lane.

There will also be a NO PARKING/TOW ZONE within @ 1 mile radius around the fairground as required for public safety. There will be cardboard "Emergency Order - No Parking/Tow Zone on Road or Grass Shoulder" signs, which will be posted during the three day event and removed upon the conclusion of the Fair.

There will be select ROAD CLOSURES and/or LIMITED ACCESS of certain town roads, although all roads will be accessible to emergency vehicle traffic, if necessary:

a. Restrict Maple Avenue between Talcott Lane to Route 68 with the exception of buses, local traffic with Durham Fair permits;

b. Restrict Maple Avenue to two-way traffic from Route 68 to the White's Farm entrance for buses, local traffic with Durham Fair permits and Durham Fair permitted vehicles;

c. Restrict Maple Avenue to one-way traffic from the White's Farm entrance to Route 17 for buses and Durham Fair permits only;

d. Close Town House Road from Maple Avenue to Canfield Lane to all traffic except those with Durham Fair resident permits;

e. Restrict entrance/exit of Fowler Avenue at Route 17. Vehicles traveling southbound on Route 17 will not be able to turn left onto Fowler Avenue. Vehicles needing to gain access to Fowler Avenue need to gain access from Higganum Road and Cherry Lane. Vehicles traveling northbound on Route 17 will be able to turn right onto Fowler Avenue or gain access from Higganum Road and Cherry Lane. Vehicles exiting Fowler Avenue at Route 17 will only be allowed to turn right onto Route 17, northbound; no left turns will be allowed when exiting Fowler Avenue at Route 17;

f. Close Old Cemetery Road in both directions to prevent unauthorized access to the White's Farm Lot;

g. Close Pickett Lane at Route 17 to the rear of the high school in both directions.

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY R. PRIMUS, TO APPROVE THE ABOVE TRAFFIC PLAN FOR THE 2004 DURHAM AGRICULTURAL FAIR; MOTION APPROVED WITH TWO AYES.

Approval of other issues relating to the Durham Fair such as hiring buses, use of the Green, letter of request to the State Traffic Commission

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY R. PRIMUS, TO APPROVE THE DURHAM FAIR ACTING AS THE TOWN'S OF DURHAM'S AGENT TO HIRE BUSES FOR THE TRANSPORTATION OF FAIRGOERS, EXCLUSIVE USE OF THE TOWN GREEN FOR THE DURATION OF THE FAIR; AND APPROVAL OF THE LETTER TO BE SENT TO THE STATE TRAFFIC COMMISSION REQUESTING THEIR PERMISSION RELATIVE TO THE TRAFFIC PLAN; MOTION APPROVED WITH TWO AYES.

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY R. PRIMUS, TO HAVE THE SALVA CHILDREN, LIVING AT 18 TOWN HOUSE ROAD, HAVE SCHOOL BUS SERVICE FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 20-24, 2004, AT THE ENTRANCE TO THE LIBRARY DRIVEWAY; APPROVED WITH TWO AYES.

To approve a resolution for the town clerk's grant application

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY R. PRIMUS, TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

"BE IT RESOLVED THAT MARYANN P. BOORD, FIRST SELECTWOMAN OF THE TOWN OF DURHAM, OR THE TOWN CLERK, LAURA L. FRANCIS, AS HER DESIGNEE, BE EMPOWERED TO EXECUTE AND DELIVER IN THE NAME OF AND ON BEHALF OF THIS MUNICIPALITY, AN APPLICATION AND CONTRACT BETWEEN THE TOWN OF DURHAM AND THE STATE LIBRARY FOR A $7,000 HISTORIC DOCUMENTS PRESERVATION GRANT." MOTION APPROVED WITH TWO AYES.

Adjourn

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY R. PRIMUS, TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 6:08 P.M.; 2 AYES.
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