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BOARD OF SELECTMEN'S MEETING

July 26, 2004

Call to order

First Selectwoman Maryann P. Boord called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Durham Public Library.

Board of Selectmen members present:


Maryann P. Boord, First Selectwoman


Ernie A. Judson, Selectman


Renee J. Primus, Selectwoman

Joseph Banack with concerns

Mr. Banack reminded the board members that he had spoken to them two years ago about trees at the corner of Haddam Quarter Road and Cesca Lane. To update the board, he advised them that one branch recently came down and they were out of power for three hours. The trees are still there and standing, 80 feet tall, and a safety hazard. He said he hopes something gets done about it. He added that he has spoken to Ellen Mauro about the problem and she responded that there is no money in the tree cutting budget.

M. Boord said she had talked to the Tree Wardens about the problem and thought it had been dealt with.

Tom Forma of Merrill Lynch re the town's investments

Mr. Forma presented the town's Portfolio Summary Review with data through June 2004. He explained that 2003 was very good for the Town of Durham's portfolio; this year it is not as strong but is still doing well.

E. Judson asked if there were any projections based on the employees, as there are several employees who will be retiring in three years or so. Mr. Forma explained that the actuarial projects that amount and Janet Muraca, Insurance Coordinator, said she receives reports annually. E. Judson said it is like a moving target…he sees no short-term issue but knows the retirees are closing in on a retirement date. Tom Forma said the interest rates affect the amount the town will have to pay out. E. Judson said it is important to know that the town responds on an annual basis; Tom Forma said three is usually a five-year projection - they can provide a ten-year projection, but the cost for it rises significantly.

Mr. Forma's recommendations: The Town of Durham is fairly conservative and unless the town wants to be more aggressive, he recommends staying where we are. He added that, especially for the Defined Benefit Plan, you WANT to be more conservative. M. Boord concluded the session by noting the Board of Selectmen and the Insurance Coordinator will review the reports to determine when to have Mr. Forma come to a selectmen's meeting again.

CT United for Peace

Meg Scata was present to discuss an upcoming peace march called "Stonewalk",  which will proceed from Boston to NY with participants pulling a 1400 lb granite memorial honoring the unknown civilians killed in war. They are asking for safe passage through Durham and requested the names of local church leaders, to help with providing food and lodging for the participants. They are looking for a place to secure the stone and especially have a potluck dinner. She hopes Durham residents will go to Middletown and "walk" with the stone to Durham.

Amend the Agenda

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY E. JUDSON TO AMEND THE AGENDA TO INCLUDE DESIGNATING A CONSULTANT FOR THE ADA GRANT; 3 AYES.

Designation of a Consultant for the ADA Grant

M. Boord reported that L. Wagner & Associates (Larry Wagner) was the only firm to respond to the RFP issued by the town. He proposes to prepare and submit a Program Application(s) to DECD during the project period …according to the latest regulations for a lump sum fee of $3,000, per application. The fee would be contingent only upon approval of the Application by DECD; if the Application is not approved by DECD, no compensation is required. For services during implementation, the firm proposes a per hour approach for each project approved based on the fees per staff category as was outlined. Fees shall not exceed the funds available and approved pursuant to the most recent Program Schedule for each approved project without the prior consent of the Town.

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY E. JUDSON, TO DESIGNATE L. WAGNER & ASSOCIATES TO PREPARE AND ADMINISTER THE TOWN'S SMALL CITIES COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION(S) FOR ADA IMPROVEMENTS TO TOWN HALL AND RELATED ACTIVITIES; MOTION APPROVED WITH THREE AYES.

Tax Refunds

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY E. JUDSON, TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING TAX REFUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,416.18; APPROVED WITH THREE AYES:

1. TOYOTA MOTOR CREDIT CORP.

1000 Bridgeport Avenue

Shelton, CT 06484-4660

Account #56473; List Year: 2002; Reason for overpayment: vehicle sold - 1999 Toyota Camry; Tax refund in the amount of $233.57

2. RICHARD W. O'NEIL, JR.

66 Canterbury Drive

Durham, CT 06422

Account #54942; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: vehicle sold; tax refund in the amount of $23.84

3. CHARLES A. WILDE

56 Haddam Quarter Road

Durham, CT 06422

Account #56907; List Year: 2002; Reason for overpayment: vehicle sold (Subaru); tax refund in the amount of $252.59

4. CHARLES A. WILDE

56 Haddam Quarter Road

Durham, CT 06422

Account #56905; List Year: 2002; Reason for overpayment: vehicle totaled (Plymouth Acclaim); tax refund in the amount of $57.62

5. CHARLES A. WILDE

56 Haddam Quarter Road

Durham, CT 06422

Account #56904; List Year: 2002; Reason for overpayment: vehicle sold (Honda); tax refund in the amount of $39.20

6. KENNETH G. GREGORY

28 Buckboard Road

Durham, CT 06422

Account #52747; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: vehicle sold (Subaru); tax refund in the amount of $117.07

7. UB VEHICLE LEASING INC.

P.O. Box 6116

Boston, MA 02209-6116

Account #56544; List Year: 2002;; Reason for overpayment: vehicle sold; tax refund in the amount of $680.72

8. KAZIMIERZ ZAPADKA

61 Canterbury Drive

Durham, CT 06422-2500

Account #572.45; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: junked (Subaru); tax refund in the amount of $11.57

Approval of Minutes

MOTION R. PRIMUS, SECONDED BY E. JUDSON, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE 6-5-04 DOG POUND SITE WALK MEETING; APPROVED WITH THREE AYES.

MOTION M. BOORD SECOND E. JUDSON, TO APPROVE THE REGULAR BOARD OF SELECTMEN'S MEETING MINUTES OF 6-30-04; APPROVED WITH THREE AYES.

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY R. PRIMUS, TO APPROVE THE PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES OF 6-30-04; APPROVED WITH THREE AYES.

MOTION M. BOORD, SECOND E. JUDSON, TO APPROVE THE OZICK DR. SITE WALK OF 7-10-04; APPROVED WITH THREE AYES.

Amend the Charge to the Town Hall Building Committee

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY R. PRIMUS, TO REVISE THE CHARGE TO THE TOWN HALL BUILDING COMMITTEE TO READ (IN BULLET #5) "…COMMENCING THE TOWN HALL RENOVATION/RESTORATION PROJECT IN THE SPRING/SUMMER OF 2005." (the original Charge read "…a timeline …Spring/Summer 2005." MOTION APPROVED WITH THREE AYES.

Charter Revision

After studying the existing Charter, M. Boord made a list of things she read, which needed work. She spoke with Robert Poliner, former Chairman of the Charter Revision Commission of 1981, who stated the challenge is the timing. She discussed the relative timeframe, which would have to be strictly adhered to in order to have the revision on the November ballot. The Board agreed that it was best not to rush it; Robert Poliner had advised her to wait until the spring and have it ready for the next General Town Election. Some of the concerns for revision were: to make the Ambulance Corps a department of the town (for billing purposes - Atty Poliner had told her, however, that an ordinance could handle this aspect, if necessary); increasing the provision for a referendum from the present amount of $100,000 to $500,000; who the First Selectman/woman oversees (add the Resident State Trooper); amount at which the town must go to bid; changing Joint Meetings from two per year to one per year; and delete the last two sentences in the present Charter, relating to the Assessor.

M. Boord advised that 10% of the town's voters must approve a revision. R. Primus said the Charter needs to reflect reality and be modernized; the selectmen need to do due diligence. E. Judson asked if a specific paragraph can be opened for revision or if it must be the entire charter. M. Boord responded that this is the concern and also, you have to publish the entire section that has been revised, making it an expensive proposition. R. Primus said the Board needs to verify with town counsel what decisions the Board of Selectmen have on this.

E. Judson said he has one reservation: he wants an opportunity for the Charter Revision to get a fair hearing in an election year. R. Primus said she shares his concern but feels it should go forward. M. Boord asked the selectmen to email her sections of the charter about which they have concerns; she said she will also email her papers to the selectmen.

Upcoming Board of Selectmen's Meetings

The Board of Selectmen agreed to cancel the July 26th meeting and have their next meeting on August 9, 2004.

Resignations/Appointments

A resignation was received from Ariel Platt from his position on the Zoning Board of Appeals, term to expire 2007, which the selectmen accepted with gratitude. MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY E. JUDSON, TO APPOINT WILLIAM LAFLAMME TO A REGULAR POSITION (2007 TERM) ON THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS; LEAVING A VACANCY IN A 2005 ALTERNATE POSITION ON THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS; MOTION APPROVED WITH THREE AYES.

A resignation was also received from Ariel Platt as the town's Veteran's Advocate, which will also be accepted with gratitude.

P.A.L.S Request

MOTION M. BOORD, SECOND E. JUDSON, TO GRANT PERMISSION FOR P.A.L.S TO SERVE WINE AT TWO EVENTS AT THE DURHAM PUBLIC LIBRARY ON FRIDAY, AUGUST 27, 2004, FOR P.A.L.S'S MEMBERS AND LIBRARY STAFF AND FOR THE ARTS, GOODS, AND SERVICES AUCTION PLANNED FOR SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2004; MOTION APPROVED WITH THREE AYES.

Update from the First Selectwoman

1. Gov Rell's office has announced that there is a $200,000,000 surplus in the Rainy Day Fund.

2. ISO New England has determined the proposed 24 miles off underground will not work. A study group made up of ISO New England and their utility companies has been ordered by the CT Siting Council to maximize and search for underground routes.

3. On July 8th, she sent final documents about the Wimler property development rights  to David Leff of the DEP. The Wimlers will make no more changes to the agreement. The DEP wanted more acreage for the public use; the Wimlers want to be able to do their farming. If the Agreement doesn't get approved by the state, she will talk to the Attorney General and then Governor Rell.

4. She is going to attend the Conservation Commission meeting on August 10th about a well site on White's Farm land for improvements to the Durham Center Water Company.

5. She met with DATTCO representatives, Regional School District #13 representatives, and Kurt Bober relative to the purchase of Lot #4 on Ozick Drive for a school bus center and public works department. The major concern is the time it would take for the town to purchase the land. Regional School District #13 wants to own the land. DATTCO has an engineer looking at the site.

6. Thank you note received from Pat White for the town's Proclamation.

7. Letter received and read from Anita Duffy relative to the black mold situation at 51 Main Street.

8. Letter received and read from Frank Magnotta with an indication of things to come -- there will be a water system in a development on Ozick Drive and according to law, the town must accept or deny running the operation, when 25 users or more will be involved. Dr. Willett had wanted to meet with them to be sure they met the criteria.

9. Letter received and read from James McLaughlin, Chairman/Historic District Commission (HDC) relative to 51 Main Street and actions of the HDC. Mr. McLaughlin said that the vote of the HDC on APCOA #141 on 6-8-83 "…approved application of vinyl siding to the house, 'except that the wood trim shall be unaltered - wood trim is to remain uncovered.'" He added that the wood trim has been covered with artificial materials, which was specifically prohibited by the commission.

R. Primus asked if the black mold question had been addressed; M. Boord responded that she initially thought that Habitat for Humanity would address the problem. It was suggested that any owner of the property in perpetuity would have to sign a "hold harmless" document.

10. She met with the Economic Development Commission (EDC) and reported the following. Ani Loughlin of the EPA, who has for years been overseeing the Superfund contamination problem, discovered something new - 1,4 Dioxane -- a draft report on the Merriam property won't be in until next summer. Ms. Loughlin warned M. Boord that no work should be done on the site. There are 10 homes involved in this new problem;  EPA was unable to test for this contaminant before. The site will not qualify for Brownfields funding.

11. There will be a Mass Casualty Drill orchestrated by the Fire Company on August 28th. M. Boord advised that she will be away; Chris Soulias will be involved and Ernie Judson may also be on hand for it.

12. Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro is still working on the paramedic intercept issue and has had some success introducing new wording.

Public Comments

Martin French: said he feels a chief elected official should attend the mass casualty event drill.

Lease with United Churches of Durham

M. Boord read the Library Board of Directors meeting minutes for the board. They have adopted a resolution as follows: 

"As regards the land currently owned by the United Churches and used for overflow parking by the Durham Public Library, the Durham Library Board recommends that the Town'

negotiate a long term lease of no less than 25 years, extendable and renewable in 25 year increments, for an amount of $500 per year. This payment would be in addition to the ongoing maintenance, lighting and snow plowing that has been provided by the Town of Durham since the inception of the lease. This figure is arrived at using research regarding what other libraries pay for parking spaces. The alternate recommendation of the Durham Library Board would be to purchase the parking lot at a reasonable price. Should an agreement not be reached, it is further recommended that the provisions of the current lease be exercised, and the Town remove the existing parking lot on leased land, except for a paved portion to access the four parking spaces on Library land, to be exclusively used by Library staff."

Executive Session

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY R. PRIMUS, TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 8:45 P.M. FOR CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS (parking lease with the United Churches of Durham); APPROVED WITH THREE AYES.

Present: Board of Selectmen, George Eames III, Ed Hoyt, Bruce Tubby, Jamie Root, William O'Neil.

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY E. JUDSON, TO GO OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 9:50 P.M.; APPROVED WITH THREE AYES.

Adjourn

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY R. PRIMUS, TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 9:51 P.M.; APPROVED WITH THREE AYES.
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