Board of Selectmen's Meeting Minutes of November 8, 2004


BOARD OF SELECTMEN'S MEETING

November 8, 2004

Call to order

First Selectwoman Maryann P. Boord called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.; present: M. Boord, Ernie Judson; R. Primus arrived as noted*.

Minutes

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY E. JUDSON TO APPROVE THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN'S MEETING MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 13, 2004, SEPTEMBER 27, 2004, AND OCTOBER 4, 2004; APPROVED WITH TWO AYES.

Tax Refunds

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY E. JUDSON, TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING TAX REFUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,344.20; APPROVED WITH TWO AYES:

1. WAYNE GOWER

24 Hi-Lo Road; Durham, CT 06422

Account #52693; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: Board of Assessment Appeals Reduction - Subaru Legacy; tax refund in the amount of $105.70
2. GELCO CORPORATION

3 Capital Drive; Eden Prairie, MN 55344

Account #52421; List Year: 2002; Reason for overpayment: vehicle sold - 1999 Dodge Intrepid; tax refund in the amount of $31.49
3. GELCO CORPORATION

3 Capital Drive; Eden Prairie, MN 55344

Account #52481; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: vehicle sold - 1999 Chevy Astrovan; tax refund in the amount of $256.57

4. GELCO CORPORATION

3 Capital Drive; Eden Prairie, MN 55344

Account #52482; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: vehicle sold - 2000 Chevy G3500; tax refund in the amount of $313.35

5. GELCO CORPORATION

3 Capital Drive; Eden Prairie, MN 55344

Account #52483; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: vehicle sold - 2000 Chevy Express; tax refund in the amount of $313.35

6. MEREDITH HICKS

34 Little Lane; Durham, CT 06422

Account #53060; List Year: 2001; Reason for overpayment: vehicle sold - 2001 Honda; tax refund in the amount of $46.62
7. D.L. PETERSON TRUST

P.O. Box 13085; Sparks, MD 21152-9390

Account #55207; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: vehicle sold - 1998 Chevy Lumina; tax refund in the amount of $88.33

8. DIANNE J. GODFREY

97 South End Avenue; Durham, CT 06422

Account #52638; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: plates returned - 1988 Dodge Aries; tax refund in the amount of $3.51

9. SCOTT DOUGLASS

107 Black Walnut Drive; Durham, CT 06422

Account #51884; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: Bd/Assess. Appeals reduction - Ford Escape; tax refund in the amount of $60.84

10. SCOTT DOUGLASS

107 Black Walnut Drive; Durham, CT 06422

Account #51885; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: Bd/Assess. Appeals reduction - Mercedes 300SD; tax refund in the amount of $18.23
11. CHASE MANHATTAN AUTO FINANCE CORP.

P.O. Box 5210; New Hyde Park, NY 11042-5210

Account #51152; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: vehicle sold - 2000 Mazda 626; tax refund in the amount of $106.21

Resignations and appointments

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY E. JUDSON TO ACCEPT WITH GRATITUDE THE RESIGNATION OF GARY SALVA FROM THE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION; APPROVED WITH 2 AYES.

The Board has vacancies to fill on the Historic District Commission and in an alternate position on the Recreation Committee.

Proclamation

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY E. JUDSON TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING PROCLAMATION ISSUED TO HONOR VALERIE HARROD, RETIRING LIBRARIAN; APPROVED WITH TWO AYES:

WHEREAS, Valerie Harrod has faithfully served the Town of Durham as its Librarian for seventeen years; and,

WHEREAS, she has been instrumental in putting the Durham Public Library "on the map" in terms of its outreach programs; and,

WHEREAS, her innovative and creative ideas have produced unprecedented programs and the enormous expansion of circulation in the history of the Durham Public Library; and,

WHEREAS, she has also been an active, participating member of the Town of Durham by her involvement in such organizations as the Durham/Middlefield Chamber of Commerce and Exchange Club. 

NOW, THEREFORE, WE, THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN OF THE TOWN OF DURHAM do hereby proclaim Sunday, the Fourteenth of November 2004 as

VALERIE HARROD DAY

in recognition of her dedicated service and loyal devotion to the Town of Durham.

Trail Dedication

M. Boord reported that she had attended the Wolf Tree Trail dedication at Brewster School, which is John Starr's Eagle Scout project.

Amend the Agenda

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY E. JUDSON, TO AMEND THE AGENDA TO DISCUSS THE MUNIS AGREEMENT; MOTION TO AMEND APPROVED WITH TWO AYES.

* R. Primus joined the meeting.

Munis Contract

M. Boord said that Fran Korn, Chairman of the Board of Finance, prefers that she not make a final decision on the Munis Contract until she makes her presentation to the Board of Finance. The issue has been whether to upgrade the Tax Collector's and Tax Assessor's offices with the Munis program or to upgrade with the Quality Data program, which is presently in the Assessor's office and Tax Collector's office. Project Connect felt it was worth waiting for Munis's upgrade, feeling it was a better long-term solution. Martin French noted the natural reluctance to change within the Assessor's and Tax Collector's office but after due consideration and study, he is comfortable with the Munis program; he said there is a natural bridge between the Quality Data and the Munis programs and both offices have agreed to use whatever is best.

R. Primus asked if there were any additional costs for training. Martin French responded that if we let Munis host it, they would provide the training. There would be an additional $3,500 cost for printing and/or scanning equipment. Elmer Clark, Board of Finance member, asked M. Boord to have R. Mancinelli provide this information in the Munis package to the Board of Finance.

MOTION E. JUDSON, SECONDED BY R. PRIMUS, TO AUTHORIZE MARYANN BOORD TO SIGN THE MUNIS CONTRACT, WITH BOARD OF FINANCE APPROVAL; MOTION APPROVED WITH THREE AYES.

Motor Vehicle Delinquencies

A letter has been received from Martin French, Tax Collector, recommending that the Town of Durham enter into an agreement with Rossi Law Offices, Ltd, a Rhode Island law firm specializing in collections, for the purpose of collecting delinquent motor vehicle taxes. The letter states that Durham currently has 750 different taxpayers who owe a total of (conservatively) $300,000. The firm charges the delinquent party a collection fee of 15% of the total collected, but there is no upfront money for the town. 

Mr. French said this method represents a new path for the Tax Collector's office in Durham; to date the collections have been handled in-house and at a very low  success rate. Mr. French asked the Board to authorize Town Counsel to review the documents and to approve the related expenditure.

R. Primus asked if there was a downside to this. Mr. French said there is always a downside when it involves the taxpayers. It could show up on their credit report and their employer could find out if their wages were garnished. R. Primus said she feels that something should be tried before hitting people but Martin said it doesn't work. M. Boord said she prefers sending delinquents a letter first before legal action. R. Primus said she wants to see the terms of the Agreement. M. French said his office is governed by regulations on what he can do and what he can't do. The Board of Selectmen agreed to review the Agreement and vote on it at the next meeting (11-22-04).

Tax Abatements

Both Adams Commons and John Ozycz have approached the First Selectwoman about the subject of tax abatements for their new buildings and renovations. Both companies have certificates of occupancy (c.o.'s). M. Boord said she has talked to John Philip, Tax Assessor, and Town Counsel who have stated that the statute is not retroactive but since the requests came before the c.o.'s, it can be considered. John Philip says it has to be signed by the end of January when he signs the Grand List.

M. Boord explained that the value of the improvements determines the abatement; she referenced state statutes. She will ask Town Counsel if the percentage is a fixed amount; the period of time is flexible. The Board of Selectmen gave the First Selectwoman approval to ask the two company representatives to gather their numbers.

Municipal Energy

Ken Johnson of Municipal Energy  previously had approached M. Boord to let his company explore the street lighting bills/payments by the town to see if CL&P has overcharged the town. The Board had initially decided to allow CL&P to do their survey first. 

M. Boord reported that, after meeting with Mike Veneski of CL&P relative to the billing/expenditures, she had determined that the CL&P calculations are extremely complicated. It was calculated (according to CL&P figures) that Durham owned CL&P @$44.00. M. Boord has decided to meet with Ken Johnson to discuss having his company do the survey.

MOTION E. JUDSON, SECOND R. PRIMUS, TO AUTHORIZE M. BOORD TO SIGN THE AGREEMENT WITH MUNICIPAL ENERGY TO DO THE STREET LIGHT SURVEY; MOTION APPROVED WITH THREE AYES.

Carryovers prior to FY

M. Boord presented the following line item for consideration to be carried over, prior to meeting with the Board of Finance on 11-17-04: 

The Town Counsel line item: $50,000 was added to this line item to fund the power line issue; in prior FY, there is an additional $14,000 in that line item that we could carry over. We can make it very clear in the audit where the money was spent, M. Boord assured the Board having spoken with the auditor. The amount, which could be carried over is $37,979. The Town spent $41,694 so far out of the $50,000 and she feels she can't stop pursuing the 345kV question now. This action would give an additional $14,000 to fight through the end of the year. She said she presented this agenda item to see if the Board was in agreement; the Board was in agreement to pursue the carryover and the 345kV question.

Fire Company Fire Alarms 

M. Boord reported that Fire Chief Steve Levy has recommended plastic covers on the fire alarms at Lake Grove. He also recommends that CO detectors be placed in the group homes, residences, etc. He feels that the implementation of the fire alarm ordinance has cut down on the alarms the fire company responds to.

Rumble Strips

The Public Safety Committee has recommended to M. Boord a company who sells portable rumble strips, which may resolve the speeding problems throughout town, especially on Maple Avenue. They feel cobblestones are an unsuitable method of speed control. R. Primus asked if the Trooper has been on duty on Maple Avenue; M. Boord said she would ask him.

345kV

A letter has been received from Brian Stone, who represents the Town of Orange, who has filed an objection on behalf of the towns to object to the proposed siting council hearing schedule for the reason that the proposed schedule constitutes a fundamental denial to the towns' due process rights in this proceeding. Copy of this missive is attached.

M. Boord said that because there has been nothing to review [on the subject] the town has stopped using consultants.

Old/New Business and Update from the First Selectwoman

1. She has received a DOT road list for 2003; copies were distributed to the selectmen;

2. She received a note from Julie Augeri relative to young people/special students; she is seeking support from the area towns to involve these students in a farm project following them leaving high school; M. Boord said she has forwarded the question to the Conservation Commission and Michael Suchopar (Lake Grove School), who has a summer farm and café on their school site.

3. Re: Household Hazardous Waste: Durham has increased the number of cars to 71; the number of households represented is 65. E. Judson noted he was in line for 50 minutes.

4. CT Yankee is in the final two years of decommissioning.

5. United Way participation was 61% this year, which is an increase over last year's donations.

6. She and the building committee are interviewing architects for the town hall renovation.

7. On the next meeting's agenda, a Call to a Special Town Meeting agenda will be set to act on carryovers, final transfers, reserve fund transfer for town hall architectural design, reserve fund transfer for a brush truck for the fire company, and acceptance of Berten Ridge Road. The proposed date is December 6th at 8 p.m. at the Library.

8. The Board agreed to cancel the December 27th meeting.

9. The Board agreed to a special meeting date of December 13, 2004, to discuss the long-term capital plan with officials involved in large proposed capital projects.

10. She has met with the seniors, who are willing to wait for the Rod and Gun Club proposal to be presented. This will be meshed into the next budget.

11. M. Boord reported she has been invited to the next Board of Finance meeting with Rett Mancinelli; a letter should go out in early December to have time for the selectmen to present the budgets to the Board of Finance sooner.

Selectmen's concerns

none

Public Comments

none

Adjourn

MOTION R. PRIMUS, SECOND E. JUDSON, TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 8:30 P.M.; APPROVED WITH THREE AYES.
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