Board of Selectmen's Meeting                                                        October 4, 2004


BOARD OF SELECTMEN'S MEETING MINUTES

OCTOBER 4, 2004

Call to order

First Selectwoman Maryann P. Boord called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Strong School Library.

Selectmen present: Maryann P. Boord



        Ernie A. Judson (left at 7:20 p.m. and returned at 7:50 p.m.



        Renee J. Primus (arrived at 7:11 p.m.)

Tax Refund

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY E. JUDSON, TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING TAX REFUND IN THE AMOUNT OF $36.46; APPROVED WITH 2 AYES:

1. HI LAND FARMS, INC.

P.O. Box 1

Durham, CT 06422

Account #53053; List Year: 2003; Reason for overpayment: vehicle sold - 1996 Corvette; tax refund in the amount of $36.46.

Old/New Business and Update from the First Selectwoman

1. MOTION E. JUDSON, SECONDED BY M. BOORD, TO APPROVE A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING OCTOBER 2004 AS THE BLIND MEETING THE BLIND MONTH; APPROVED WITH TWO AYES.

2. MOTION E. JUDSON, SECONDED BY M. BOORD, TO APPROVE A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING OCTOBER 15, 2004, AS WHITE CANE SAFETY DAY, APPROVED WITH TWO AYES.

3. MOTION E. JUDSON, SECONDED BY M. BOORD, TO AUTHORIZE THE FIRST SELECTWOMAN TO SIGN THE CONTRACT WITH COTT SYSTEMS TO UPGRADE THE EXISTING RECORDKEEPING SYSTEMS. The Town Attorney said the First Selectwoman should be the one to sign the contract. MOTION APPROVED WITH TWO AYES.

4. MOTION E. JUDSON, SECONDED BY M. BOORD, TO APPROVE USAGE OF THE DURHAM PUBLIC LIBRARY FRONT LAWN FOR THE SCARECROW CONTEST, SPONSORED BY THE INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL, FROM OCTOBER 16-31, 2004; MOTION APPROVED WITH TWO AYES.

5. M. Boord read a letter from CRRA's Chairman, Michael A. Pace, and President Thomas D. Kirk, advising Connecticut towns that in March, CRRA completed renegotiating the long-term lease for their headquarters, saving $850,000 over the eight years remaining on the lease. They expect to recover $82.7 million lost in the Enron bankruptcy. Their Board approved a two-year contract for the sale of power generated by the Mid-CT project, bringing in approximately $9.5 million more than originally forecast. Their board also agreed to a tentative sale of the approved Enron bankruptcy claim for $111.2 million to Deutsche Bank Securities. CRRA believes they will be able to maintain tip fees at or below market rates. 

6. A bill has been received for the renovation of the stones in the cemetery, for which the town has agreed to pay half. A special town meeting will be needed because the funds are in the Reserve Fund. M. Boord will advise the Board of Finance at their meeting this week.

7. On October 1, 2004, 26 architects attended the pre-bid meeting with John Corona and Kurt Bober on the Town Hall Renovation Project. Bids are due on October 15, 2004, by 1 p.m.

8. On October 13, 2004, at 10 a.m. a pre-bid site visit for the water system will occur. Bids are due December 3, 2004.

9. The town has received state authorization for $50,000 to upgrade the skating pond. The selectmen are seeking townspeople's input in assessing costs and its location. The Army Corps of Engineers is watching the project, as the skating rink is in a flood plain, which cannot be disturbed. The town could, however, install more lights and pave the parking lot.

10. Brigham Field has asked about the legality of gifting property to the town. She advised him that Habitat for Humanity (HFH) has not come forward with a definite proposal for the 51 Main Street property; the ball is in HFH's court. HFH will be having a Board meeting in the near future to decide their next move. Mr. Field wondered if the building could be used as a senior center or be used by the Boy Scouts. He would like the issue on the ballot.

R. Primus joined the meeting at 7:11 p.m.

11. Ralph Durante has said he is still interested in the Town using the Rod & Gun clubhouse. M. Boord said she has advised him to await the town's commitment until his permit process has been finalized.

Selectmen's Concerns

R. Primus observed that since the Board of Selectmen is not meeting again in October, and the next meeting is not until November 8, 2004, nothing relative to 51 Main Street  can be discussed until then. M. Boord said that if something came up, they could call a special board meeting.

Public Concerns

Richard Olson asked about the town using the Rod and Gun Club clubhouse. M. Boord said, yes, the seniors have used it. The owners are going to Planning & Zoning (PZC) in a permit process and she doesn't want it to appear to be favoritism because the seniors have used it.

E. Judson left the meeting at 7:20 p.m.

E. Judson returned to the meeting at 7:50 p.m.

Signs

George Eames, speaking as Chairman of the PZC, addressed the Board of Selectmen relative to the electronic signs to be erected for the upcoming Sportsmen's shows. He said that last year, the Board of Selectmen allowed the signs on the green because Maple Avenue was closed. This year, Maple Avenue is open, and the signs do not conform with PZC regulations in size and flashing mode. The PZC members think it is overkill and wondered what would prevent other groups from erecting these kinds of signs. He doesn't see it as a safety issue; he sees it as advertising. E. Judson said the Board had carefully chosen the wording on the signs. G. Eames said they would be discussing this at the next PZC meeting; he has discussed it with Francis Willett (Director of Public Safety for the Durham Fair Assoc.) and will discuss it with the state officials. The PZC wants to enhance the town and this is not the way to do it. B. Boord stressed that anyone with a state permit is exempt from the PZC regulation. E. Judson noted they heard no adverse talk from anyone last year and so went ahead with the same plan. R. Primus noted that this is the kind of feedback needed in order to consider other avenues.

G. Eames stressed the need for a trooper at the intersection at Canfield Lane during these events. M. Boord said it WAS a public safety issue. The entrance is not easy to find and with the amount of traffic on Main Street, it would help to eliminate traffic congestion. G. Eames said the sign does not have to be so large. M. Boord said she believes they are using what they own. G. Eames noted that the signs are not expensive to purchase. M. Boord observed that they would be able to control the flow/parking if traffic comes in from Main Street. R. Primus said she agrees with G. Eames's concerns. M. Boord stressed that erection of the sign is not up to the Selectmen, but Mr. Eames said he feels the state officials would listen to the Board of Selectmen.

Adjourn

MOTION M. BOORD, SECONDED BY R. PRIMUS, TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 8:00 P.M.; APPROVED WITH THREE AYES.

Note: the next regular meeting is scheduled for November 8, 2004.
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