Board of Education

Regional District 13
      September 22, 2004

The Regional School District 13 Board of Education met in regular session on Wednesday, September 22, 2004 at 7:30 p.m. in the music room at Korn School.  Board members present: Mrs. Adams, Mr. Brown, Mr. Currlin, Mrs. Golschneider, Mr. Hennick, Mr. Hicks, Dr. Ochterski, Ms. Parsons, Mr. Raczka, Dr. Shoemaker.   Also present: Mr. Gourley, Mrs. Viccaro.

Mr. Raczka called the meeting to order at 7:30p.m.

Public Comment: There was no public comment.

Next Board Meeting: The next Board of Education meeting will be held at Coginchaug Regional High School on October 13, 2004 at 7:30p.m.

On a motion by Mr. Hicks, second Mr. Hennick, the agenda was unanimously approved.

Mr. Hennick made a motion, second Mrs. Golschneider, to approve the minutes to the September 8, 2004 Board of Education meeting.  Mrs. Adams, Mr. Brown, Mr. Currlin, Mrs. Golschneider, Mr. Hennick, Mr. Hicks, Dr. Ochterski, Ms. Parsons, Mr. Raczka voted yes.  Dr. Shoemaker abstained.  

Communications:  Mrs. Golschneider is concerned about parking along Pickett Lane during ball games.  Sometimes the roadway is reduced down to one lane when people park on both sides of the road and she is concerned that emergency vehicles would not be able to make it through the area.  She asked that the District consider allowing parking on only one side of the street.  Mrs. Golschneider also asked if the “sandwich board sign” advertising the football game could be moved back from the road because it is blocking the view of oncoming traffic.  She suggested adopting a policy that all signs be placed on the lawn between the sidewalk and the school.  Mrs. Golschneider is also concerned about an entrance onto Pickett Lane that is being used by children from the property owned by the Stockdale’s on Maiden Lane.  A gate has been placed in the fence along the property line and it is difficult to see the children entering onto Pickett Lane from the property.  The District did not grant permission for the residents to have their driveway enter Pickett Lane because of safety concerns and she feels the same should be true about the gate.  Mr. Raczka asked Mr. Ochterski to have the Buildings and Grounds Committee discuss all of these issues.

Mrs. Adams asked that the Board acknowledge the passing of Bud Church.  He was instrumental in helping to form the Integrated Day program in the District.

Superintendent’s Report: Mrs. Viccaro reported that the open houses have been taking place in the schools and have been very well attended.  This year, the administrators have decided to focus on professional development and consistency throughout the buildings at every other administrative council meeting.  Mrs. Viccaro has sent a letter to the Strategic Planning Team, updating members on the District progress toward the goals and strategies.  Mrs. Viccaro announced that she has received her Superintendent’s Certification from the State of Connecticut.  Board members were asked to drop off their policy books to central office so they can be updated.  The date for the Board Retreat was set for October 24, 2004.

CAPT: Dr. Wysowski presented an overview of the CAPT results.  He presented a handout depicting the results from 2001 through 2004.  Although the District has had some fluctuations in results, Coginchaug has still performed well in their ERG.  Special needs students were not figured into the percentages reported for 2001 and are in the 2004 results so this has impacted the percentages.  Because Coginchaug is small, one student can represent a percentage point.  

The District is focusing on Reading and Writing Across the Disciplines.  Mrs. Luckenbach explained that both of these tests involve reading and writing portions and the topic has a lot to do with whether the students respond well to the prompt.  Last year, the students did not like the writing prompt selection.  Mrs. Luckenbach said an important thing to look at is that over 90% of our students have reached the proficient level (grade level work) on a consistent basis on all areas of the test.

8th Grade Field Trip Request to Boston Science Museum: On a motion by Mr. Hennick, second Mr. Currlin, the Board of Education unanimously approved a field trip for the 8th grade to go to the Boston Science Museum on October 28, 2004.

Cross Country to Thetford Academy: On a motion by Dr. Shoemaker, second Mrs. Adams, the Board of Education unanimously approved a field trip by the Girls Cross Country Team to compete in an Invitational Meet at Thetford Academy in Vermont on October 1 and 2, 2004.

CRHS Music Trip to the North American Music Festival: On a motion by Mr. Hennick, second Mrs. Adams, the Board of Education unanimously approved a field trip by the Coginchaug Music Department to the North American Music Festival in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina from April 14 to 18, 2005.

ACES: Mr. Currlin said that the ACES Governing Board has had a difficult time getting a quorum at their meetings.  Some of the towns never have representation at the meetings.  They are suggesting changing the by-laws to reduce the number required at a meeting from fourteen to eleven members.  A quorum will consist of only 40% of the participating districts.  Some of the Board members were concerned that 40% of the representative should not be making all the decisions.  Mrs. Viccaro explained that the districts that have an interest in ACES are sending representatives to the meetings.  Some districts may not use ACES for any services.  All twenty-six of the participating towns must vote to accept the change in the by-laws.

Mr. Currlin made a motion, second Mr. Hicks to modify the agreement, which would change the quorum of the ACES Governing Board from fourteen to eleven or 40%, whichever is greater.  Mrs. Adams, Mr. Brown, Mr. Currlin, Mrs. Golschneider, Mr. Hennick, Mr. Hicks, Dr. Ochterski, Ms. Parsons, Mr. Raczka voted yes.  Dr. Shoemaker abstained.

Building Committee: Mr. Raczka said the baffle fence is up around the air conditioning units.  A meeting was held last week to discuss the system.  Final balancing is still not complete but progress is being made.  There has been a 12% decrease in the decibel level since the fence was installed.  At this point the decibel level is 2 decibels above State statute.  Another meeting is scheduled for next week to go over how the system should be operating.  The trailers on the north side of the building will begin to be removed next week so that the paving in that area can be done.  At Strong School 99% of the punch list has been completed.  The high school punch list is slowly getting completed.

Personnel Policies Committee: Mr. Raczka reported that the Committee met this week with the Finance Board from Durham.  Middlefield’s Board of Finance was also invited, but no representatives attended the meeting.  The Committee reviewed the timeline for negotiations.  They will begin sometime after October 4th. 

On a motion by Mr. Hicks, second Dr. Shoemaker, the Board of Education unanimously approved to adjourn.

