Board of Education                               Regional District 13                             September 8, 2004

The Regional District 13 Board of Education met in regular session on Wednesday, September 8, 2004 at 7:30 p.m. in the media center at John Lyman School.  Board members present: Mrs. Adams, Mr. Brown, Mr. Currlin, Mrs. Golschneider, Mr. Hennick, Mr. Hicks, Dr. Ochterski, Ms. Parsons, Mr. Raczka.  Member absent: Dr. Shoemaker.  Also present: Mrs. Viccaro, Mr. Gourley.

Mr. Raczka called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.

Public Comment: Anthony Infante stated he is a supporter of the District but has a concern with the new air conditioning unit at the high school.   Speaking for the residents on Guire Road, Mr. Infante stated the noise is very loud and the situation is intolerable.  He has been told to “be patient” and things will be taken care of.  A sound barrier will be put in to place but there has been a delay in it arriving.  Mr. Infante is requesting that something be done to alleviate the situation.

Karen Cheney, also a resident from Guire Road, stated the noise is very loud and very annoying.  It is a constant noise.  She is requesting something be done to help alleviate this situation.  She said she knows the building project is coming to an end and money is tight, but something needs to be done to help the residents on Guire Road.  She also stated because it is late in the season and the situation may not be able to be addressed until next summer, she hopes there will be money left to do something to alleviate the problem.

Next Board Meeting:  The next Board of Education meeting will be September 22, 2004 at Korn School.

On a motion by Mr. Hicks, second Mrs. Adams, the agenda was unanimously approved.

Mr. Hicks made a motion, second Mr. Hennick to approve the minutes to the August 25, 2004 Board of Education meeting.  Mr. Hicks, Mr. Hennick, Ms. Parsons, Mr. Raczka, Mr. Brown, Mrs. Adams, Dr. Ochterski, Mr. Currlin voted yes.  Mrs. Goldschneider abstained.

Communications: Mr. Raczka stated at the Building Committee meeting last night, the committee heard from residents from Guire Road.  The Building Committee is working on their request.  Hopefully, the barrier will be put in very soon.  The air conditioning system has not been turned over to the District yet; it is still being controlled by the contractor.  It is not running efficiently and has not been balanced. 

Superintendent’s Report:  Mrs. Viccaro reported the opening of school went very smoothly.  She has visited all the classrooms and has talked to all the new staff.  There are 25 new staff, six of which are CRHS graduates.  There were the usually transportation problems but nothing major.  The buses are now on Commerce Circle.  

Mrs. Viccaro stated Mr. Raczka has received a $200 donation for the District from SBC for his hours of volunteerism.

Mrs. Viccaro gave a preliminary report on the CAPT scores.  Dr. Wysowski will attend a future Board of Education meeting to discuss the scores.  The percentage of students reaching goal in Math was 73%, science 67.4%, reading 79.8%, and writing 67.6%.

John Lyman School – Karen Brimecombe:  Mrs. Brimecombe reported the opening of school went very smoothly.  There are six new staff at John Lyman School plus an administrative intern working with Mrs. Brimecombe.

The grade 1-2 classes are working on family heritage.  They hear stories, learn history, eat different foods and create projects according to the different heritages.  A storyteller will work with them to help them create their own stories about their heritage.

The grade 3-4 classes will be working with a mime to coordinate with their simple machines unit in science.  They will also work with a songwriter creating songs on bully proofing.

John Lyman continues to hold their weekly assemblies on Friday alternating between mornings and afternoons.

The John Lyman parent information night will be September 9th.

Building Committee: Mr. Currlin reported the committee met Wednesday night and heard from the residents on Guire Road.  Mr. Raczka, Mr. Meader and Mr. Gourley have talked to the residents before and have been trying to work on this issue.  The new air conditioning unit at the high school is very loud.  The unit has not been turned over to the District yet and is still being controlled by the contractor.  The unit has not been balanced and is not working efficiently.  The District is waiting for a barrier to be delivered.  The engineer is also very concerned and is working on a way to solve this problem.  It is hopeful that things will work out when the system is balanced and working efficiently, and the barrier is in place.  If the noise still is not satisfactory to the neighbors, the issue will be discussed to see what else needs to be done.  There are state regulations that need to be followed no matter what the costs may be.  Unfortunately, these things need to follow procedures and it takes a long time.  The Building Committee is working on this issue and will continue to work on it until there is a satisfactory conclusion for everyone.

Mr. Currlin reported the water system is on line and has been approved.  There are several people interested in working on the landscaping at the high school.  The auditorium seating is complete and looks very good.

The fourteen trailers at Korn School have old furniture in it.  Sometime in October the principals will go through the furniture and see if there is anything they can use.  After that the town officials will see if there is anything for them.  It was also suggested to see if there is anything the schools in Florida might be able to use.

The open house at the high school is tentatively set for January 9, 2005.

Personnel Policies:  The Personnel Policies Committee will be meeting with the Boards of Finance from both towns on September 20th as they begin negotiations with the teachers.

On a motion by Mr. Hicks, second Mrs. Adams, the Board of Education unanimously approved to move into executive session to discuss Litigation Update.

On a motion by Mrs. Adams, second Mrs. Golschneider, the Board of Education unanimously approved to adjourn.

