Board of Education

Regional District 13
          October 27, 2004

The Regional School District 13 Board of Education met in regular session on Wednesday, October 27, 2004 at 7:30 p.m. in the library media center at Memorial Middle School.  Board members present: Mrs. Adams, Mr. Brown, Mr. Currlin, Mrs. Golschneider, Mr. Hennick, Mr. Hicks, Dr. Ochterski, Ms. Parsons, Mr. Raczka, Dr. Shoemaker.   Also present: Mr. Gourley, Mrs. Viccaro.

Mr. Raczka called the meeting to order at 7:32p.m.

Public Comment: There was no public comment.

Next Board Meeting: The next Board of Education meeting will be held at Brewster Elementary School on November 10, 2004 at 7:30p.m.

On a motion by Mr. Hennick, second Mr. Currlin, the agenda was unanimously approved as amended to include a presentation by Al Smith of the Middlefield/Rockfall VFW after Communications.

Dr. Shoemaker made a motion, second Mrs. Golschneider, to approve the minutes to the October 13, 2004 Board of Education meeting.  Mrs. Adams, Mr. Currlin, Dr. Shoemaker, Mrs. Golschneider, Mr. Hennick, Mr. Hicks, Dr. Ochterski, Ms. Parsons, Mr. Raczka voted yes.  Mr. Brown abstained.  

Communications:  Mrs. Golschneider reported that the sign for the football game is still being placed near the road at the end of Pickett Lane.  She has asked the Chair of the Buildings and Grounds Committee to have it moved back from the road to the grass area behind the sidewalk but it keeps getting placed close to the road and it is blocking the view of oncoming traffic.  Mr. Gourley said he would make sure it gets moved back.

Presentation by Al Smith of the Middlefield/Rockfall VFW:  Mr. Smith is the Vice-Commander of the VFW.  He asked to speak to the Board to discuss how Memorial School came to be named and to ask the Board to consider allowing a plaque to be hung near the gymnasium honoring veterans that have served in the past and those who are presently serving our country.  Mr. Smith researched the naming of the school and he said that initially in 1954 the townspeople considered naming the school either John Lyman School or Memorial School, in honor of the veterans.  Both proposals were voted on and defeated by the town.  A committee was formed and it was finally voted on that the school would be called Memorial School but in the passing of the vote there was no mention of it as being in honor of the veterans.  Mr. Smith believes that it was still the intention and he would like to now acknowledge the veterans with a plaque in the school.  He does not want to change the name of the school in any way.  He presented a proposed wording for the plaque to Mr. Raczka.  

Mr. Raczka said that the Policy Committee would discuss the proposal and get back to Mr. Smith.  Members thanked Mr. Smith for the information he found out on the naming of Memorial School.

Superintendent’s Report: Mrs. Viccaro said the District enrollment reported to the State on October 1st is as follows: Brewster-332, Korn-204, Lyman-351, Memorial-353, Strong-362, Coginchaug-577, Vinal-Voag-2, Out of District Placements-9 and Magnet School-24, for a total enrollment of 2214 students.

Mrs. Viccaro and Amy Emory met with Deborah Reade, the new director at Youth and Family Services in Middlefield.  They will be working together to collaborate on grant writing in the near future.

Mrs. Viccaro said the program, Our Kids, Our Town was attended by 70 people.  There was good dialogue and a positive response.  The Local Prevention Council will be very involved in initiatives that should begin soon.

A breakfast was held at Korn School this week; 176 out of 204 families participated in the event.

On Monday of this week Mrs. Viccaro attended a presentation at Strong School by Kristen Duarte, daughter of Wallis Duarte, a teacher at Strong.  Kristin is a member of the National Guard and is scheduled to be deployed to Iraq.  Kristin did an excellent job explaining to the students what it means to be a soldier.

Mrs. Viccaro met with Jim Misenti, the new director of the Middletown Adult Education Program.  Mr. Misenti wants to create training programs that will help to bridge the gap from GED testing to employment.  Mrs. Viccaro has worked with Mr. Misenti in the past and feels that he has some very positive ideas.

Mrs. Viccaro told the Board that she would be attending the Washington trip with the seniors this year.

Mrs. Viccaro shared a letter received by Steve Wysowski from Russell Hammond, the guest conductor of the 2004 Shoreline Music Festival.  The letter acknowledged the dedication of Lisa Larsen and the students from Coginchaug that were involved with this year’s festival.

Mrs. Viccaro said that Spirit Week was held this past week at Coginchaug.  It was very well done.  Over $700.00 was raised in the penny war.  The sophomore class won the penny war and will be able to decide what charity receives the money.

Carly Sitar, a 7th grade science teacher at Strong School has had an article published in the October issue of Science Scope.  The article is on lab reports and analysis.

On Wednesday, November 10th, Board members are invited to John Lyman School at 9:15am to a Veteran’s presentation.  3rd and 4th grade classes will lead the school assembly and a wall of honor will be on display.  They will also be collecting items to send to soldiers in Kuwait.

Mrs. Viccaro attended the CAPSS fall conference last week that dealt with legislative issues.

Mrs. Viccaro said the Counseling Department is working together to identify gaps in the curriculum on bullying.  They are looking at all grade levels to see if the District is carrying through what is taught about bullying.  Mrs. Viccaro is also looking at the handbooks from all of the schools to see that the same policies exist in all of the student handbooks.

Kevin Brough-Memorial School:  Mr. Brough said the focus of professional development this year has come from the strategic plan.  At the August professional development day, a speaker, Richard Strong, presented to many staff from the District on Differentiated Instruction.  Differentiated Instruction is a teaching style that focuses on the different learning styles of individuals.  At the professional development day the teachers were first asked to identify what type of learner they are.  They are now in the process of identifying what type of learners the students in their classes are and then learning to teach to the multiple types to learning styles within their class.

Finance Committee: Dr. Shoemaker said the Finance Committee met tonight.  The District is on track with warrants and payroll.  The costs for heating oil is higher than hoped because the District did not lock in a rate this summer in hopes that the price of oil would come down.  Mr. Gourley said many other school districts did the same thing.  The District is still paying market cost.

Building Committee: Mr. Currlin said that Strong School is down to the punch list.  At the high school the stage is still not complete.  The cost of the electrical work for the stage ceiling is still being debated between the contractor and the District. The auditorium just needs the carpeting installed.  Punch list items continue to be worked on.  The District has taken over control of the HVAC system.  Sound testing still needs to be done but the system is balanced. A credit has been received for the library carpeting.

On a motion by Mr. Hicks, second Dr. Ochterski, the Board of Education unanimously approved to adjourn.

