Board of Education                               Regional District 13                               August 16, 2004

The Regional District 13 Board of Education held a special meeting on Monday, August 16, 2004 at 7:30 p.m. in the media center at Strong School.  Board members present: Mr. Brown, Mr. Currlin, Mr. Hennick, Mr. Hicks, Dr. Ochterski, Ms. Parsons, Mr. Raczka, Dr. Shoemaker.  Members absent: Mrs. Adams, Mrs. Golschneider.  Also present: Mrs. Viccaro, Mr. Gourley.

Mr. Raczka called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.

On a motion by Mr. Hicks, second Mr. Currlin, the agenda was unanimously approved.

There was no public comment.

School Bus Contract: Dr. Ochterski reported the Transportation Committee met to go over details of a new bus contract with Dattco.  The contract will be for 5 years with a 2.9% increase over the next five years.  The buses will be moved to Commerce Circle.  After the first year, there will be a service fee of $5.00 per vehicle per day times the number of school days.  The contract also includes a new fleet of buses.  Half of the new buses will be available at the beginning of the school year and the rest around October.  Dr. Ochterski stated the Transportation Committee recommends that the Board accept the new contract with Dattco.

A question was asked about going out to bid.  Mr. Gourley stated that the District has an advantage with going with Dattco because they know the company and how it works.  By going out to bid the District may end up with an unknown company.  Mr. Gourley stated the majority of school districts around the state are renegotiating with their current companies and with an increase of 6% or more.

Mr. Gourley stated the savings will come from having the buses in district.  The District pays for 4.5 hours per bus for the bus runs, but it usually runs about 17 hours over.  With the buses not having to travel to Middletown, this will cut down on the time.  The savings will be around $70,000.  The District will continue to look into saving money with their special education transportation.

Other advantages of having the buses in District:  if there is a problem, the administration can get to the bus depot quicker, and if a bus breaks down another bus can be sent out much faster.

Mr. Gourley stated the District and Dattco have looked at 8 sites for the bus depot.  They looked at having a permanent facility with the Town of Durham, but the town isn’t ready to have a permanent location for about another 3-4 years that is why the District is looking into an interim site.

Mr. Hicks made a motion, second Mr. Brown to accept the proposed contract with Dattco as provided by the Transportation Committee.  Mr. Hicks, Mr. Brown, Ms. Parsons, Mr. Hennick, Mr. Currlin, Dr. Ochterski, Mr. Raczka voted yes.  Dr. Shoemaker abstained.

Mr. Currlin commended the Transportation Committee for all their work.

Signature Change for Child Nutrition Program:  Dr. Breck is the current person authorized to sign documents for the Child Nutrition Program.  Mrs. Viccaro needs to be added as the authorized signer.

On a motion by Mr. Hicks, second Mr. Currlin, the Board of Education unanimously approved Mrs. Viccaro as the authorized signer for the ED 099 Child Nutrition Program.

On a motion by Mr. Hicks, second Mr. Brown, the Board of Education unanimously approved to adjourn.

