Board of Education


Regional District 13


           April 23, 2003

The Regional School District 13 Board of Education met in regular session on Wednesday, April 23, 2003 at 7:30 p.m. in the media center at Memorial Middle School.  Board members present: Mr. Brown, Mr. Dlugolenski, Mrs. Golschneider, Mr. Hennick, Mrs. Kellish, Dr. Ochterski, Mr. Raczka, Dr. Shoemaker.  Members Absent: Mr. Currlin, Mr. Hicks.  Also present: Dr. Breck, Mr. Gourley.

Mrs. Kellish called the meeting to order at 7:30p.m.

Public Comment: Donia Viola questioned the increased rate of pay given to permanent substitutes.  Based on the Board Policy 4121 she believes that the pay increases should have been approved by Board vote, not approved through central office, as have been done for the last several increases.  Mrs. Viola also questioned the cost of the filters for the Strong School water system.  They were in the current budget at a cost of $20,000 and in 1991 they were budgeted at $4000.  The third issue raised by Mrs. Viola was regarding replacement of the flooring on the stage of the auditorium at Coginchaug.  She questioned why it was put in the building project when it was already replaced a few years ago when it was damaged.

Dr. Breck responded to the pay increases given to the permanent substitutes.  Their rate was increased $5.00 per day in 2002.  Dr. Breck admitted that it was incorrect for the decision to be made without Board approval.  The Board had considered eliminating this policy in the past and Dr. Breck had thought that it was no longer in existence.  Dr. Shoemaker said the Finance Committee was aware of the increase and he also thought that the policy had been removed.

Mrs. Kellish told Mrs. Viola that although the Board is responding to her questions this evening, it is not the general practice of the Board to respond to public comment.

Regarding the issue of the filters at Strong School, Mrs. Kellish explained that $20,000 was taken out of next year’s budget because we expect to have our new water supply in place for the start of the school year and the filtering system will no longer be necessary.  The $20,000 budget includes costs for the filters as well as testing and monitoring services.

The stage floor at Coginchaug was repaired after it was damaged during a production several years ago by an outside performing group.  At that time areas of the floor were replaced where gouges were made in the floor and the floor was refinished.  It will be completely redone when the auditorium is worked on as part of the building projects.

Next Board Meeting: The next Board of Education meeting will be the District Meeting on May 5, 2003 at the CRHS auditorium.  The next regular meeting of the Board of Education will be on May 14, 2003 at Brewster School.

On a motion by Mr. Hennick, second by Dr. Shoemaker, the agenda was unanimously approved.

On a motion by Dr. Shoemaker, second by Mrs. Golschneider, the minutes to the April 9, 2003 Board of Education meeting were unanimously approved.

Communications:  Dr. Breck told members that the teacher non-renewal hearing scheduled for May 20th and 21st will begin at 6:30pm in the Coginchaug High School library.

Mrs. Kellish said today is Administrative Professionals Day. She thanked Sue Gaudreau and all to the staff who support the Board on a regular basis.

Mrs. Kellish read a letter received from Marilyn Horn for the Spanish Honor Society, thanking the Board for supporting their trip to Mexico.

Mr. Hennick participated in the Writer’s Jubilee at Korn School, a new program held for the first time last week.  Mr. Hennick thought the program was very successful.

Mrs. Kellish and Dr. Breck attended the JLPA meeting and the Memorial PTA meeting this week to talk about the school budget.  Mrs. Kellish, Dr. Breck, and Mr. Raczka attended the BKPTA on a previous night.

Superintendent’s Report: Dr. Breck showed a sample of the summer program brochure that has been distributed to students.

The new wing at Strong School opened on Monday.  Dr. Breck visited on Monday afternoon and everything looked great.

Pete Shuler, Girls Basketball Coach at Coginchaug, presented Bill with a copy of a scrapbook of the season that he put together for the team.  Dr. Breck said the team has made a great turn around under Coach Shuler’s leadership.  Nikki Maletta, a junior, attained 9 out of 14 individual school records for girl’s basketball during the season.

Dr. Breck has discussed the District’s involvement in the Consortium with the area superintendents.  He is hopeful to be able to continue a limited involvement by offering to have the District manage the accounts of the Consortium.  He anticipates that the District would still participate the following activities: SAT prep classes, the Perkins grant, meeting with other pupil personnel directors, and in limited professional development activities.

School Technology Presentation: Marie Dunn (6th grade Language Arts), John Forline (5th & 6th grade Art), Barbara Derrico (Technology Integration Specialist), and Anne Coffey (Technology Integration Coordinator) were in attendance to present a claymation animation project based on the novel, Julie of the Wolves that they have been working on with 6th grade students in the contemporary program.  Over 65 student participated in the project.  The project has been selected to be presented at the CECA Technology Exposition at the State Legislative on May 1st.

Mrs. Kellish thanked the presenters for sharing the students work and wished them well at the technology exposition.

Korn School Presentation: Judy DeLeeuw presented on the Empowering Writers program that has been introduced at Korn School this year. This is a continuation of the program that was begun at Brewster School last year.  She shared samples of students’ writing to be able to illustrate the growth the students have made.  Mrs. DeLeeuw and the Korn School staff are very excited about the progress they have seen in the childrens’ writing from the beginning of the year until now. Students have been introduced to narrative writing and expository writing through this program.  Mrs. DeLeeuw thanked the Board for supporting this program by supporting the professional development of teachers.

Mrs. Luckenbach said that a persuasive writing program is being developed and may be piloted next year.  She is hopeful that some middle school teachers may be able to attend the program and at a future professional development day all middle school teachers could be trained.

Finance Committee: Dr. Shoemaker reported that the Finance Committee met this evening.  The warrants and payroll are in line.  A total of $62,000 was spent on snow removal this year; $35,000 was budgeted.  A grant application has been sent in for possible reimbursement for snow removal costs associated with the blizzard in February.

Dr. Shoemaker reported that there have been computer hardware problems at Central Office this past week.  He is hopeful that they will be able to address this through the building projects.

It was reported at the finance meeting that there could possibly be a 33% reduction in reimbursement from the State next year for excess costs for special education students.

Dr. Shoemaker told the Board that the auditors need to be selected for next year.  The Finance Committee has been very pleased with the current auditors, Kostin, Ruffkess & Company, LLC of New London, CT and recommended that we continue to use them.  Their response to questions and timeliness in completing the audit has been very good.

On a motion by Dr. Shoemaker, second by Mrs. Golschneider, the Board of Education unanimously approved Kostin, Ruffkess & Company, LLC of New London, CT as the District’s financial auditors for the 2003-2004 school year.

Building Committee: Mr. Brown wanted to clarify that the stage at Coginchaug is being redone because the high school project has been granted renovation status.  The Building Committee recognizes that the opportunity to have the stage redone will not happen again for many years.

Rob Gourley said the engineer’s report for the Coginchaug septic field modifications will be filed with the State within the next seven days.  We expect to have a response from the State within a few weeks.

On a motion by Dr. Shoemaker, second by Mrs. Golschneider, the Board of Education unanimously approved to adjourn.

